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My friends, this nation, this society of free men, stands 

in deadly peril. Powerful enemies are dedicated to the total 

destruction of our way of life. Some of these force• arrayed 

L.A. 

against us possess ICBM's and nuclear warheads. They threaten 

physical annihilation. At this moment, we can find comfort in the 

knowledge that the United States possesses an overwhelming military 

superiority and we must recognize that it has been this milita ry 

power which has so far prevented our enemies from launching a 

frontal attack. 

Ther are less obvious but no less deadly methods available 

to our enemies. 

By propaganda and subversion they are working to destroy 

our will to resist their aggre s sion.

At this moment America is the richest nation in the world. 

Our enemies hope to undermine the economic security of this nation 

by persuading us to adopt and accept policies which lead to self 

destruction. 

The true strength of America has alway• been its dedication 

to the cause of freedom and here we find our enemies succesafully 

persuading us to adopt many of their own collectivist methods and 

concepta. 

Since the end of World War II we have, to our shame, 

indulged ourselves in the childish, destructive game of "let's pretend". 
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One neces si ty is to maintain our ar med superiori ity over Communism

We have such superiority today, thanks to programs which were 

instituted under · Dwight Eisenhower

This Administration has not introduced a single new major

strategic weapons systemo President Eisenhower himself has confirmed 

this charge in a recent statemento 

Furthermore,this Administration is pursuing a defense policy which 

will, in effect, place all of our eggs in the intercontinental 

ba lli st ic missile basket

I saythat this is a dangerous course Our most outstanding military 

leaders say that this is a danger ous course 

There are two obvious reasons. General Curtis LeMay, our respected 

Air Force Chief of Staff , has stated one of the reasons in testimony 

just released this week He says that complete reliance on missile 

weaponry in the future will put the U.S. "in a musclebound position" 

He says that "you are ·endangering the defense of the country by depending 

on this weapons system alone because you have no flexibility'' 

Now, when it comes to weapons and the defense of this nation, I would 

far rather trust the experienced judgement of a Curtis LeMay than the 

political decisions and .computer exercises of f;,.J.i a Robert McNamara 

But let 's take at look at · what McNamara is saying, in the same 

testimony o. 

Herepeats his _personal attacks against me. He offers no new facts, 

He just offers insultsAnd why? Because I have questioned the 

reliability of intercontinental ballistic missiles as part of my plea 

for the maintenance of a proven and flexible U.S. defense force o 
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Mr McNamara 
ultimate ·· 

knows, and I know, and the Soviet Union knows that 
. ---

the reliability 

not testing

. 
of our ICBM' s is based upon theory , not prac tice, and · 

Yet it is upon these weapons systems that this Administration 

is ~to stake the life of 'this nation. 

I say that drawing - board reliability is not enough 

upon which to stake. the life of this nation .and the future of freedom! 

~ I am · not alone Nor will all of the :fE r sonal at tacks th at 

this Administration can launch disprove one word of what I have said 

or add one bit to the defense of this nation

I am certainly not alone in my concern over the 1eli.ability 
, on 

the weapons Administration willing to rest the 

....ta fateof t be 

General LeMay g testified that he is not as "optimistic"
about

as McNamara Jzf the missile picture 

Gener al Howe 11 Estess, of t he Air Force Systems Command , 

has stated publicly and recently that ''progress in system reliability, 

though notable in many instances, wit has simply not been adequate overall' 

Gener al ThomasPower, of the . Strategic Air Command, has 

stated that only by · a mix of menned and unmanned vehicles can~ µ 
get a .reliability factor that is acceptable" 



3-3-3- ·3 

The Navy has expressed the same concerno Admiral 

Anders on, just r eti ;red as Chief of Na val Operations, · has stated 

flatly that "I do not have the same confidence in any of our missile 

systems as do some of the technicians who attest to the performancew 

of the missi_les ."

Just last year, Secretary McNamara himself had to admit before the 

Senate Armed Services Commit tee that "None of the weapons systems 

have passed through that what I call reliability testing program as 

yet. They haven't passed through it_ because of lack of time."

He wasreferring to our missile sys terns ! And I ask him this tonight: 

when will we have time for a meaningful reliability testing program, not 

just a computer program, not just a drawing-boardprogram, but a~ program 

of real testing? 

Under the test· ban treaty, as W'fflf this Administration knows full 

well, not one of ·our strategic missiles can be tested as a complete 

unit 

that the missiles cannot be tested under actual combat conditions, 

including the very conditions for which the missiles are maintained-­

retaliation after an enemy nuclear attacko The test ban treaty 

prohibits such testso 
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It . was for such reasons that I and others in the Senate voted against 

the test ban tr eaty. It is for such reasons th at I remain seriously 

concerned· about the reliabili ty of our ICBM 1 s and , just as import ant ly, 

ab out the necessity of maintaining a balanced , flexible and modern 

defense force .

l Unlessthe defense ·policies of this Administration are 

changed , we will move into .the 1970 's with 

a defense posture which the chief of staff of the air force
,, 

rightfully calls musclebound."
= 

We will face a deterrentgap through which the full force of 

.advanced Soviet weapons may be felt .

Wewill face the terribleday when our ability to deter war by 

the· preponderance of our. power will be nothing but a paper wall. 

I saythat it should be a prime responsibility of a President 

of the United States to increase our power so long as we are threatened o 

I chargethat this Administration, instead, is letting our power 

lag and slide . .
and full

l!:_p1edge that the immediate restoration of our defenses would 

be one of my first acts as President of the United States o 
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