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By A llen  Kalchik, Ed itor

If you've ever spent a late night barhopping 
across gay Phoenix, chances are pretty good 
you've come across Bob Hegyi.

He's the infamous Phoenix Dancing Man— 
that graying disco daddy we've all seen moving 
to the rhythm in the middle of the dance floor 
and waving glow sticks, finger cymbals, fans or a 
tambourine over his head.

He's been doing it every week for years, and 
he's got stamina. Midnight? Two in the morning? 
As long as there's a deejay in the booth, Bob's on 
the floor.

"I've been dancing and playing my tam
bourine that way for so long that I can't stop," he 
said during a recent chat.

"I'll be on Social Security soon, but I'll proba
bly still be dancing. It's as if the music takes me 
into a trance—it's very spiritual for me, really. It's 
my release, and after all this time it's like I almost 
have to do it."

Away from the flashing lights and the techno 
beat, the 62-yr-old fancy dancer with the avuncu
lar voice and generous smile has been a pioneer

ing activist for gay rights for most of his life.
Currently, he's the morning office manager at 

Phoenix Body Positive. But he's been involved in 
one way or another with nearly every AIDS 
agency or effort in the Valley and has been devot
ed to issues affecting people with HIV /AIDS 
since the earliest days of the pandemic.

He also started a program to get gay youth off 
crystal meth, and has inspired countless others to 
come out of the closet and get involved with the 
gay community.

Because he's openly gay and holds strong con
victions, Hegyi's relationship with the city he's 
called home since 1962 has at times been an 
adversarial one.

In the early seventies, for example, Hegyi and

a handful of other local activists tried to open a 
gay community center here. They pooled limited 
resources and made a downpayment on an east 
Phoenix home. But their efforts were thwarted by 
city zoning officials after a neighbor complained 
that a gay group was buying the property.

And prior to that, in the early sixties, Hegyi 
left his dispatching job with the police force to 
work instead for the city's water department. He 
transferred because he felt the Phoenix police 
department was hostile toward gay men and he 
was sick of hiding his orientation.

"I liked the job but I was scared to death that 
they were going to find out I was gay," he 
recalled. "It was very much understood at the

See “Phoenix honors Hegyi ” page 14

Judge grants 60-day delay in Fisher case
By Kelly J. Reid head, M anaging Editor

Attorneys for Dr. Ken Fisher have 
requested—and received—a 60-day 
postponement of the formal hearing 
of charges and evidence brought by 
the Arizona Board of Medical 
Examiners (BOMEX). Fisher is an 
openly gay physician—one of the first 
to specialize in treating HIV patients 
in Phoenix.

BOMEX filed a written Complaint 
and Notice of Hearing on Dec. 11, 
1998, leveling three categories of 
charges against Fisher: 1) the viola
tion of a 1996 agreement to obtain a 
chaperone for all patient physical 
examinations, 2) sexual improprieties 
with six former male patients, and 3) 
allegations of unprofessional conduct.

Arizona law requires a formal 
hearing of the evidence before the 
Medical Board may revoke or sus
pend a physician's license for more

than 12 months. That hearing was 
originally scheduled to begin Jan. 11 
at the Arizona Office of Administra
tive Hearings.

On Dec. 18, however, Calvin L. 
Raup, Fisher's attorney, requested a 
60-day continuance of the hearing.

In a sworn statement filed with 
Brian B. Tully, the Administrative 
Law Judge assigned to the case, Raup 
said that the Jan. 11 hearing date 
would have required the attorney to 
work throughout the holiday season 
and would have forced the cancella
tion of a trip to a seven-day continu
ing legal education program schecf- 
uled for the first week of January. 
Raup also mentioned in his statement 
that the delay of the hearing would 
allow Dr. Fisher "to explore settle
ment alternatives" with BOMEX.

Attorneys for BOMEX did not 
oppose the request for postponement.

On Dec. 22, Judge Tully granted 
Fisher's request to delay the hearing, 
rescheduling the matter to begin on 
Feb. 22. In his order, Judge Tully also

allowed the parties, with prior 
approval, to provide the testimony of 
witnesses at the hearing by telephone 
rather than in person.

The Dec. 11 BOMEX Complaint 
ordered Fisher to file a written

response to the allegations within 20 
days. Fisher has not, however, pro
vided that response.

Asked whether she expected 
Fisher to provide a 
response to the 
Complaint, Melissa 
Cornelius, BOMEX 
Deputy Director, 
replied, "It's his choice. 
The agency does not 
have the authority to 
compel an answer [to 
the charges] from Dr. 
Fisher."

According to 
Cornelius, although 

BOMEX is empowered by statute to 
revoke Fisher's license to practice 
medicine, nothing requires the physi
cian to participate in the hearing

A lth o u g h  B O M E X  is e m p o w 
e re d  b y  s ta tu te  to  revo ke  

Fisher's license to  p ra c tic e  

m e d ic in e , n o th in g  req u ires  

the  p h ys ic ian  to  p a rtic ip a te  

in  the  h e a rin g  .
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T U E S D A Y
Happy Hour10am-8pm 

from 9pm to 1am: 
our famous 500 

Miller Lite Beer Bust

M O N D A Y
Happy Hour alt day with Stephen 

& all night with Ron & Mike 
$1.25 well & non-premium beer 

10am to 1am

F R ID A Y
Happy Hour with 

World Renowned Daddy 
at your service - all well & non

premium beer $1.25,10am-8pm; 
Apple Pucker $1.25, 9pm-1am

S A T U R D A Y
Stephen Serves Happy 
Hour from 10am - 8pm, 

with $1.25 well &
non-premium beer with 

I surprise specials all night]

Open 10am

W E D N E S D A Y
Happy Hour 1Qam-8pm; 
Scooter & Mike provide 

mid-week relief with a 500
Miller Lite Beer Bust 

9pm -1am

T H U R S D A Y
Happy Hour 10am-8pm; 
Scooter entertains you 

with $1.25 
Grape Pucker Shots

S U N D A Y
N u T ow n e’s  f a m o u s  2 7 - y e a r
950 Bloody Marys from 10am to 2pm;
BBG chicken or steak & ail the fixins’,

$2, from 1 - 6 pm;
500 Miller Lite Draft Beer Bust from 3pm to 1am

5 0 0 2  E. V an  B uren -
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1 nightstand publications, ltd. / am not an Arizona Cardinals fan. Of the major 
sports, football comes in second only to golf as 
my least favorite.

I never understood the game. Then, someone 
explained the rules. I still don't understand the game.

I don't see the rationale for giving up hours and 
hours of time to watch a bunch of grown men run 
about, wrestle and fall all over themselves trying to 
gain control of that ridiculously shaped ball.

I think the billions of dollars we spend on profes
sional sports could—and should—go elsewhere. I 
cringe whenever the Arizona Republic runs the latest 
on the Cardinals on page one, above-the-fold. I can't 
help but think that there must be some more impor
tant news happening.

I think our time, effort, energy and money 
would be much better spent on college basket
ball—particularly Arizona Wildcat basketball. Go 
Cats!

While I have my personal preferences in 
sporting and other cultural events, I recognize 
that the main point of any public event is the 
sense of community that gets built around it.
Even I got caught up in Cardinal fever last week
end.

I'll even admit to watching part of the game 
against Minnesota and holding out hope that 
Arizona might have a chance to win. I silently taunt
ed the Dallas fans who couldn't have been surer that 
the Cowboys would destroy the Cardinals the week 
before. I even thought about going to the airport to 
greet the returning team.

went to the San Francisco pride parade and celebra
tion and thought I was in heaven. I couldn't even 
imagine the joy I would feel when I attended the 1993 
March on Washington when, for the first time, I was 
one of a million.

Today I try to find opportunities to become part of 
a community positively rooting for a team or fighting 
for a cause. The sense of spirit and common values 
gives me a huge lift. I've found this kind of fulfill
ment at religious services, inspirational movies, run
ning events, rock concerts, nightclub dance floors and 
AIDS fundraisers.

I see kids finding it through VOIT and adults find
ing it through the wide variety of clubs and organiza
tions in our community. I urge everyone to try some

/ urge everyo n e  to  try  som e n e w  

c o m m u n ity  a c tiv ity  a n d  fe e l the  

rush . I f  y o u 're  in  th e  c lo set, com e  

disguised  as a s tra ig h t p erso n .
W e 'll w e lc o m e  yo u

new community activity and feel the rush. If you're 
in the closet, come disguised as a straight person. 
We'll welcome you anyway.

w

/
hen I was growing up, I wanted nothing 
more than to fit in with the other kids. 

Children cruelly exploit our differences. We attacked 
people with different looking bodies and different 
sounding voices. Kids with glasses or braces got 
teased mercilessly. Unusual names or clothes sparked 
horrible word wars. I wanted to disappear into 
anonymity to avoid ridicule.

On the other hand, acting as the bully wasn't so 
bad. I didn't mind the teasing when it was directed at 
another child. It meant that at least I didn't have to 
bear it. Being part of the crowd was better than look
ing in from the outside.

When I realized I was gay, I truly didn't feel like 
part of the crowd. Sometimes the cruel exclusion hap
pened without the perpetrator's even being aware of 
it. Often the ostracism became overwhelming.

I didn't understand the football obsession even 
after someone explained the rules, but I was enlight
ened when I attended my first Phoenix gay pride 
event in 1992.1 was part of the "in" crowd. Then I

’ 'm not a big fan of gay rodeo. I hate the dust and 
the noise. I'd be hard pressed to come up with a 

smell worse than piles of fresh animal waste. And I 
have some moral problems with using animals for 
sport, even though I know the gay rodeo association 
treats them well. I don't like standing in lines. It will 
probably be very cold at the rodeo grounds.

But if you're there this weekend, I'll see you. I can 
hardly wait.

David Horowitz is an attorney with the Arizona State Bar 
Association and is president of the Lesbian and Gay Public 
Awareness Project.

Send compliments and criticisms to Editors, Heatstroke, 
1 nightstand publications, ltd., PO Box 33430, Phoenix 
AZ 85067. Or choose one of the e-mail addresses at left 
and reach us via computer.

Either way, you'll need to include" your full name and 
address. We'll print only your city, and will withhold 
your name if you ask us to. Letters may be edited for 
length, grammar and clarity.

mailto:reidhead@idt.net
mailto:alkalphx@aol.com
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Put your home and 
auto insurance 
under one roof.
If you already insure your auto with 

the Farmers Insurance Group of 
Companies, insure your home with us, 
too. We’ll provide peace of mind and 
sound assurance that your home and 
auto are properly protected.

For over 7 years, I have been insuring the Gay Arizona Family... 
delivering the fast, fair, friendly service you deserve!

M u r r a y  D . S u lliva n
Murray D. Sullivan Insurance Agency, Inc.

860-0920
e-mail: msullivan@psn.net

Gets You Back Where You Belonj^^

Fiesta M all Alma School & 1-60 
1445 W. Southern # 10 2 0  

Mesa, Arizona (602) 844-2920

¡" PetPride " C A R D S " J  
|  $10 FREE! w/coupon |
|  Pet Pride Cards good for an EXTRA 10% OFF ANY purchase, |  

ANY time! Including Sale items!! No Expiration! Ever!

r 25% O FFi !"25% O FF i
Pet Christmas J ¡Dog Sweaters] 
Stockings & J j and 

Christmas Toys | j Outerwear I
With PetPride Card. J  ^  JM t^etP n deQ jr^  J

, v  ■ v v  O F F  any"! 
I P U P P Y  P lu s  !

Use your PetPride Card and i 
Save an Additional 10%

r  B a b y  
¡P A R A K E E T S  11 
I $ 0 8 8  I '
only

B a b y
FERRETS

$19.99 i|only^99and Up|
I  1 Value! |  ¡Descented & Neutered]

With PetPride card. J  With PetPrid^ardL^ J

¡"Buy One"! ¡"Buy One]
|  HERE K ITTY'“ CAT TOY |  j GOOD BOY™ DOG TOY |  
■ and get One |  I  and get One |

¡ F R E E ! i i F R E E ! i
With PetPride Card. J  With PetPride^Card. J

A higher level of experience 
in family law.

Come to a lawyer with 25 years of proven experience, and over 13 years in 
private practice. Divorce and custody matters don’t have to be battles— 
they are a resolution of family problems.

E x t e n s iv e  e x p e r i e n c e  in  la w :
▼ D o m e s tic  re la tio n s  including: Divorce, Child Custody, 

Visitation and Domestic Partnership Agreements.

▼ B a n k ru p tc y  p ro b lem s?  Immediate telephone or office 
consultation to discuss your options at no charge.

▼ P e rs o n a l In ju ry ?  Extensive experience dealing with 
insurance companies and claims. Consultations a t no charge 
on a ll accident cases with a no recovery— no fee approach.

▼ W ills , E s ta te  P la n n in g , P ro b a te , T ru sts .
▼ C h arg ed  w ith  a  c rim e ?  I have many years of experience 

defending people in criminal matters. In itial consultation is at 
no charge.

“ I  have been in practice and serving o u r  
gay and lesbian community since 1974.”

O G E R  W .  R E A  
A T T O R N E Y  AND 
COUNSELOR AT LAW

CALL 24 HOURS A DAY
602-248-7921
On Line: rogerrea@aol.com 
Located for over 13 years at:
3601 N. 7th Ave., Suite B, Phoenix

Legislators seek to ban gay 
clubs from AZ school grounds
PHOENIX (AP)

A group of conservative 
Republican lawmakers is backing a 
bill that would ban support groups for 
homosexual students from public 
school grounds.

The measure would require school 
districts to ban any student organiza
tion that promotes a specific sexual 
orientation, sexual activity or any kind 
of criminal activity.

"We don't allow Playboy clubs 
on campus to promote heterosex
uality," said Rep. Linda Gray, R- 
Glendale, one of the bill's back
ers. "Why should we have gay 
clubs to promote homosexuali
ty."

A 3-year-old gay student 
group at Desert View High 
School in the Sunnyside Unified 
School District has not caused 
any problems, said Alan Storm, 
the district's director of student 
services.

The group's five members have 
helped educate students, teachers and 
others about discrimination, Storm

said.
"There aren't even discussions 

about sex," Storm said.
Storm said the bill was a bad idea 

because it jeopardizes federal funding 
for schools. The federal Equal Access 
Act requires schools to allow all 
extracurricular groups to use their 
facilities.

Backers of the federal law said it 
was meant to keep schools from ban-

"We don't allow  Playboy 
clubs on campus to pro
mote heterosexuality. 
Why should we have gay 
clubs to promote homo
sexuality?"

ning meetings of Bible-study and 
other Christian groups.

AG says Apache Junction RV 
park discriminates against men
By Allen Kalchik, Editor

A gender discrimination complaint 
against an East Valley RV resort was 
decided last month in a legal opinion 
by the Arizona Attorney General's 
Office. The opinion came after nearly 
two years of review.

The opinion says that the Pueblo 
RV Resort, at 201 East Southern Ave. 
in Apache Junction, violates the state's 
fair housing laws by restricting own
ership in the mobile home and trailer 
park to women only.

The complaint was filed by Debra 
Collins, a former resort resident, on 
Feb. 11,1997.

Collins charged that the resort 
discriminated against men and 
that park managers interfered 
with her ability to sell her lots 
there by making her remove "For 
Sale" signs from the properties.

The Attorney General's Office 
decided that the forced removal 
of the "For Sale" signs perpetuat
ed discrimination. The AG further 
determined that park managers 
had withheld information from 
potential male buyers or renters, 
while making the same informa
tion available to females.

Park Manager Joan Montana 
told Heatstroke Jan. 11 that despite 
assertions people in the Valley's 
gay community may have heard 
to the contrary, The Pueblo RV 
Resort "is not a lesbian resort."

Montana would not comment 
further, nor would she answer 
specific questions about the park. 
"Because we are in negotiations to 
conciliate this complaint with Debra 
Collins, we are not at liberty to discuss 
anything about the case," she said.

She did provide a press release that 
she said was drafted in November of 
1998—prior to the AG Office's deci
sion. The release, on behalf of the 
Pueblo Homeowners Association, 
restates Montana's claim that the park 
is not a gay community.

"Sexual orientation is not and

never has been a criteria [sic] for resi
dence at The Pueblo," it reads. "While 
there are probably 'gay' residents, 
there are also 'straight' residents. . .  To 
characterize The Pueblo as a lesbian 
community merely because it is com
posed mostly of women is stereotyp
ing in the extreme."

The release describes the popula
tion of the resort as "mostly female. 
Most of them are retirees, and include 
retired persons from all walks of life— 
military officers, lawyers, academics, 
etc. Many are widowed, others are 
divorced."

In closing, the press release states 
that the resort is "simply/ a communi
ty of mostly older retired women who 
have historically shared an interest in 
RV living. The homeowners associa
tion has done its best to comply with 
fair housing laws and will continue to 
do so."

Montana declined to comment on 
how the association will proceed now 
that the decision has been rendered to 
Collins' favor.
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U.S. Supreme Court again lets
WASHINGTON DC (AP)

The Supreme Court once again left 
intact the military's "don't ask, don't 
tell" policy Jan 11, rejecting a chal
lenge by two former servicemen dis
charged after declaring their homo
sexuality.

The court, without comment, 
turned away arguments by the men 
that the policy is based on prejudice 
against homosexuals and violates 
their free-speech rights.

While not a definitive ruling, it 
marked the fifth time in recent years 
that the highest court has rejected 
efforts to invalidate the policy.

The policy was adopted in 1993 
after President Clinton's initial effort

to end the ban on homosexuals serv
ing openly in the military sparked 
heavy criticism in Congress.

It prohibits inquiries into a service 
member's sexual orientation but 
allows discharge for homosexual con
duct or for a "'propensity" to engage 
in homosexual conduct. A service 
member's statement that he or she is 
gay is considered evidence of a 
propensity to engage in such acts.

Every federal appeals court that 
has considered the issue has upheld 
the policy.

The most recent appeal was filed 
by National Guard 1st Lt. Andrew 
Holmes of Sacramento, Calif., and 
Navy Lt. Richard Watson.

Maryland Gov: offers b ill to ba¡
ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP)

Gov. Parris Glendening, prompted 
by memories of a brother who died of 
AIDS after hiding his homosexuality 
throughout a long military career, will 
sponsor legislation this year to ban 
discrimination against gays and les
bians.

Glendening has endorsed similar 
legislation in the past, but this year it 
will be part of his official administra
tion legislative package. His bill 
would add sexual orientation to a law 
that already bans discrimination in 
housing and employment because of 
sex, age, race and religion.

Kathleen Nieberding-Ryan, who 
lobbied for the bill for several years, 
said the governor's decisionTo make 
it part of his program "will help

break down some of our barriers."
"I've worked on this bill for a long 

time," said Ms. Nieberding-Ryan, lob
byist for Maryland NOW and former 
lobbyist for the Free State Justice 
Campaign, an organization represent- 
ing gays and lesbians.

"Each year we've inched closer 
and closer, but could not secure the 
one or two votes needed for pas
sage," she said.

Richard Dowling, head of the 
Maryland Catholic Conference, said 
the church has opposed the bill in the 
past and probably will do so again.

"In  our tradition, discrimination 
against any person in regard to basic 
human rights is a sin," Dowling said.

He said that includes people 
whose sexual orientation is homosex-

tha|| in our view, is something gov
ernment should not do," Dowling 
sal .

ilendening said it was difficult for 
hisj >rother to live with the knowl
edge that his career in the Air Force 
wo Ĵld be ruined if his homosexuality 
hadtbeen discovered.

No one should be in fear of their 
job^no matter what their occupation, 
b#c use of their sexual orientation," 
he aid.

altimore city and three counties— 

Gebige's:;--have local laws prot ec t i ngConaty said.

T h a n e s  V a n ig ,  M .D
Board Certified in Internal Medicine

C h a d  S c h r o e r ,  IM.M.O
Naturopathic Physician
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r o v i d i n g  t h e  m o s t

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  H I V

c a r e  i n  t h e  V a l l e y .

S P E C T R U M
M E D I C A L  G R O U P ,  P .C .

Primary Care Medicine • Gay/Lesbian/Transgender Health Care • HIV Specialists

• V isit our vuebsite: 
www.camelback.com/spectrum

http://www.camelback.com/spectrum
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¿aw professors join fight against 'don 't ask, don't te ll'
NEW ORLEANS (AP)

Hundreds of law professors are 
joining the fight to get gays and les
bians an equal place in the U.S. 
armed forces.

The battlefield is a 1996 law that 
lets the government take all federal 
student aid from schools which refuse 
to let military recruiters on campus.

Scores of universities had barred 
military recruiters to protest the 
"  don't ask, don't tell" policy about 
homosexuals, but let them back after 
President Clinton signed the law by 
former U.S. Rep. Gerald Solomon.

"If  we had a recruiter who said, 
'We won't hire anyone who's black,' 
there's no doubt about us kicking 
them off campus," said David V. 
Chavkin, director and associate pro
fessor at American University's 
Washington College of Law. "The 
notion that we should treat discrimi
nation against our gay and lesbian 
and bisexual and trans-gender stu
dents as different is an outrage.

"That's become our rallying 
point."

The law school agreed in 1997 to 
let military recruiters return after 
attorneys decided that not only its 
1,200 students, but all of the universi
ty's undergraduates could lose their 
federal aid, including low-interest 
loans and work-study money.

During the weekend of Jan. 8-10, 
Chavkin was working at a table set 
up outside the Association of 
American Law Schools' biggest meet
ing rooms to sign up people willing 
to work for repeal of the law.

About 180 people from 35 states

had signed on to the "action net
work" by Friday, Jan. 8, Chavkin said. 
He didn't know how many joined 
Saturday. By noon Sunday, when the 
AALS meeting ends, organizers 
hoped to have 100 law schools repre
sented.

There certainly seemed to be more 
than a few hundred people wearing 
pink "Repeal Solomon" stickers on

//I t  is d ep lo ra b le  th a t Congress  

has chosen to  use its p o w e r o f  

th e  p u rse  to  fo rce  la w  schools to  

engage in  d is c r im in a tio n /'
wmmmmmmmmmmm

their convention badges.
Even though Solomon has retired 

from Congress—he is now a lobbyist 
in Washington—it will be hard to 
repeal the law that bears his name, 
Chavkin said. "But we're in it for the 
long battle, just like we were when 
fighting for academic freedom or for 
civil rights," Chavkin said.

U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., 
who plans to lead the repeal fight, 
thinks the law is very vulnerable, said 
Alan Minuskin, a Boston College Law 
School professor who helped organize 
the drive.

One reason: Solomon proposed the 
law even though the military hadn't 
asked for it. Solomon could not be 
reached for comment, but has said the 
law is needed to ensure a strong 
defense.

At one point, 138 campuses barred

military recruiters. By late 1997, the 
list had dwindled to 18. Seventeen 
were in Connecticut, where the policy 
against discrimination was part of 
state law.

The federal law applies to all col
leges and universities. The repeal 
push is starting in law schools 
because most either have longstand
ing rules of their own against dis

crimination or 
belong to the 
AALS, which had 
a rule since 1990 
against dealing 
with any organi
zation that dis
criminates. It 
changed that rule 
last year, under

protest, because of the Solomon 
Amendment.

At its meeting, the Society of 
American Law Teachers voted to 
work for repeal.

"This law forces law schools to pit

students against students," said 
Margaret Montoya, head of SALT'S 
repeal task force and a professor at 
the University of New Mexico law 
school. " I t  is, I think, deplorable that 
Congress has chosen to use its power 
of the purse to force law schools to 
engage in discrimination."

Edwin J. Butterfoss, dean and pro
fessor of law at Hamline University in 
St. Paul, Minn., said that his school 
set up its own repeal task force after 
reluctantly agreeing in June 1997 to 
allow military recruiters on campus.

Professors have written to 
Congress, and set up information 
tables to give out anti-discrimination 
and anti-Solomon literature whenever 
military recruiters are on campus, he 
said.

"But we have a lot more work to 
do. It undermines a law school's abili
ty to enforce its own policies—not by 
attacking the schools, but they're 
attacking the students."

Pennsylvania teen sues hospital; 
claims it disclosed he is gay
PHILADELPHIA (AP)

A gay Bradford County teen-ager 
who attempted suicide last February 
is suing the hospital that treated him, 
claiming news of his sexual orienta
tion was leaked by an employee and 
eventually spread to his high school.

Greg Congdon, 18, said the disclo
sure made him an instant pariah, forc
ing him to forego his senior year at 
Troy High School and study at home 
by himself.

" I  was very popular, I hung out 
with the popular crowd, and 
overnight I became an outcast," said 
Congdon, a former football player and 
wrestler.

The lawsuit, filed in Bradford 
County Common Pleas Court, alleges 
that Troy Community Hospital and 
hospital employee Cindy Smith 
breached patient 
confidentiality, inter
fered with 
Congdon's privacy 
rights and caused 
him "extreme 
shame, embarrass
ment and humiliation." He is seeking 
at least $100,000.

Smith could not be reached, but 
hospital president Mark Webster 
denied the allegations Jan. 8 and 
promised to fight the lawsuit.

Congdon's lawyer, Jeffrey P. 
Osmond of Towanda, said he believes 
the suit to be the first of its kind in 
Pennsylvania.

"This has been a springboard for a 
bunch of health-care providers in the 
area to doubly safeguard their policies 
so that this* doesn't happen to them," 
Osmond said.

Congdon said he realized he was 
gay about a month before the suicide 
attempt. He told no one, terrified of 
the consequences of coming out to his 
parents and to a rural, conservative 
community.

"The pressures of having to keep 
this huge secret, not being able to be 
who I am, the pressure of sports and 
school—it all really added up," 
Congdon said.

Severely depressed, Congdon 
ingested 33 Tylenols in the early 
morning hours of Feb. 1, went to 
school, and took 10 more. After his 
stomach started to hurt, Congdon

went home and told his mother what 
had happened.

Congdon, who was then 17, had 
his stomach pumped at Troy 
Community Hospital. Congdon told 
the treating physician he tried to kill 
himself because he was gay.

The lawsuit alleges that Smith—the 
mother of one of Congdon's football 
teammates—examined Congdon's 
medical records and then told "third 
persons" that he was gay.

Returning to school a few weeks 
later, "Everybody just stared at me," 
he said. "I'd  get approached by sever
al students and they would say, 'We 
heard you're a faggot, is that true?' I 
would just say, 'Believe whatever you 
want,' because I was afraid I'd get 
beat up."

Congdon started skipping school,

" I  was very  p o p u la r, I  h u n g  o u t  
w ith  th e  p o p u la r c ro w d , a n d  

o v e rn ig h t I  b e c a m e  an  o u tc a s t"

something he had never done before. 
"A t that time I was also very stressed 
out with me being gay and coming to 
grips with it. It was very overwhelm
ing; it happened all at once," he said.

Congdon left school less than a 
month after returning. The school dis
trict sent a teacher to his house so he 
could complete his junior year.

Troy High School Principal Bob 
Grander said he did not know 
Congdon was being harassed.

" If  that was reported, which it was 
not, it would have been dealt with. 
Bottom line," he said.

Now, Congdon studies at home.
He expects to take his high-school 
equivalency exam in the summer and 
attend college next fall as a criminal 
justice major.

Congdon's story was featured last 
month in an ESPN documentary on 
gay athletes. He also wrote about his 
experience for a San Francisco-based 
magazine for gay teen-agers.

" I 'm  being very public with it to 
raise awareness. We do have a prob
lem in today's society and there is 
hate out there toward us and other 
ethnic and religious backgrounds," he 
said. "Something has to be done."
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Gay tourists to Costa Rica 
get official apologies
P h o e n i x  c o u p l e  i s s u e d  c o p y  o f  t o u r i s m  m i n i s t e r ' s  l e t t e r

By Allen Kalchik, Editor
Two Valley residents who were 

among more than 300 gay and lesbian 
tourists whose vacations were delayed 
by an anti-gay protest in Costa Rica 
Oct. 24 have been issued copies of an 
official apology from that nation's 
government.

Alan Ladd and Jake Studebaker of 
Phoenix received copies of two letters 
of apology written to Rich Campbell, 
president of Atlantis Events, the West 
Hollywood-based touring company 
through which they had booked a 
vacation to the northern Pacific 
Province of Guanacaste on Costa 
Rica's remote Blue Bay.

One of the letters addressed to Mr. 
Campbell is from Ian G. Brownlee, 
consul at the U.S. Embassy in Costa 
Rica. The other is from Aida F. de 
Fishman, Costa Rica's Minister of 
Tourism.

"I am writing to you to express sin
cere apologies on behalf of the 
Presidency of the Republic and with 
the full authority of the Costa Rican 
Institute of Tourism, for what hap
pened this past October in 
Guanacaste," de Fishman's Nov. 9 let
ter translates.

"I do not have sufficient words to 
explain the conduct displayed by 
some of our citizens, who showed an 
intolerant, disrespectful and inconsid
erate attitude which is not consistent 
with the characteristic hospitality of 
Costa Ricans."

The citizens for whom the minister 
apologizes were reportedly incited by 
priests and politicians from the nearby 
village of Sardinal de Carillo to block 
buses full of gay tourists on the nar
row road that leads in and out of the 
nearby vacation resort of Papagayo.

The 200-300 protesters were sup
ported by Congresswoman Marisol 
Clachar of the ruling Social Christian 
Unity Party. Clachar and other right- 
wing leaders apparently led the 
townspeople to believe that some sort

of gay congress was taking place at 
the posh resort.

The buses finally got moving after 
Costa Rican President Miguel Angel 
Rodriguez intervened personally, 
phoning leaders of the protest and 
asking them to lift the blockade. A sec
ond wave of gay tourists who booked 
trips through Atlantis left the same 
resort without incident one week later.

According to The Tico Times, a 
Central American English language 
newspaper, Clachar issued a press 
release after the protest stating that 
she "will always fight to conserve the 
most sacred moral values of the Costa 
Rican family."

In addition to the letters from the 
embassy and the Tourism office, 
Studebaker and Ladd received a letter 
from Atlantis president Campbell in 
which he introduces the apologies 
from the governmental officials and 
asks the men "not to judge an entire 
country's beliefs on the actions of a 
very small minority of their citizens."

Campbell writes, "Costa Rica offers 
us a very unique and wonderful set
ting for our vacations, and you can be 
assured that we will visit Costa Rica 
again in the near future."

The gay tour operator suggests that 
"only by standing up to this type of 
protest can we hope to see fewer of 
them in the future." The Atlantis pres
ident's letter offers no apology on 
behalf of the company, however.

The Tourist Minister's letter does 
offer sincere regrets for what hap
pened to the individual travelers on 
behalf of the Costa Rican government. 
"I want to be sure that they know they 
will always be welcome in our land," 
the letter states in closing.

"I'd still be leery of going back," 
Ladd told Heatstroke in reference to 
the incident. He and Studebaker did 
say that they were happy with the 
apologies and that they did not blame 
the entire country for the protest and 
subsequent delay.

Head o f Alabama gay group found 
dead in apparent suicide
HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (AP)

The head of Alabama's best-known 
organization for homosexuals was 
found dead in a motel room where 
police said he killed himself after 
admitting to stealing from an AIDS 
advocacy group he ran.

Jay Horton, state coordinator of the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance of Alabama, 
committed suicide after admitting to 
taking at least $5,000 from another 
group, the AIDS Action Coalition of 
Huntsville, said Sgt. Barry 
Pendergraft.

Horton had been head of GALAA, 
which has lobbied the Legislature on 
issues affecting homosexuals, since 
August 1997. He was executive direc
tor of the AIDS Action Coalition.

T just feel so bad," David White, 
acting treasurer of GALAA, said.

The 37-year-old Guntersville native 
was found dead Jan. 5 of a .22-caliber 
bullet wound in a Morgan County 
motel room that employees had 
entered while doing repair work.

Coroner Gene Shelton said Horton

left a suicide note, but he would not 
release the contents.

Pendergraft said David Frederick, 
chairman of the AIDS Action Coalition 
Board, told police Jan. 5 that Horton 
had come to him that day and con
fessed to stealing at least $5,000 from 
the agency's bank account over the 
last six months.

Horton was not seen again, 
Pendergraft said.

Horton became executive director 
of the AIDS Action Coalition in May 
1997. He began volunteering in 1992 
with AIDS Outreach in Lee County, 
where he worked as an agricultural 
scientist with Auburn University.

White said there had been no 
financial problems with GALAA, and 
Horton did not have access to the 
group's accounts.

Horton's death was not the first 
tragedy for his family. His parents, Dr. 
James and Bettye Horton, were shot to 
death in their bed in their Guntersville 
home in the mid-1980s. The widely 
publicized case was never solved.
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By Kathie Gummere, Heatstroke 
Contributor

Equality Begins at Home.

Possibly a trite, but nonetheless true, statement.
How can we expect changes to be made on a 

national level (such as equality in the military), if 
we can't work for equality on a local level?

The state governments are the ones that hold the 
most power over our daily lives. They are the ones 
that decide our rights regarding adoption, foster

Arizona’s Most Trusted Name 
in Viatical Services...

• Representing only YOU, not the funding company or investor!
• Bidding at least three funding companies to create the 

highest cash settlement to YOU!
• Local servicing... accountable only to YOU!
• We are a NO-FEE seller’s advocate making sure YOU receive 

the maximum possible benefit from your policy.

Proudly 
serving 

Arizona’s 
viatical 
needs!

LMN^SETTf.EMWrsTlNC.
“The Arizona Viatical Company”

(602) 956-3770 (800) 863-3104
_____ www.livingsettlements.com

care, civil rights, hate 
crimes, education, health 
care, marriage, employ
ment, and housing. The 
state government can 
give us the right to live 
free and with the same 
rights that our neighbors 
enjoy—or can force us to 

stay hidden, ashamed and fearful that we will lose 
our jobs, our children, our residences, our basic 
rights.

The state government, through its laws and 
rhetoric, creates the climate in which we live. Is it a 
climate of safety and equality? Or one of hatred 
and discrimination?

Equality Begins at Home.

It is easy for all of us—myself included—to think 
that "someone should do something about that." 
"Why don't they pass a law?" is an old and com

mon complaint. But how and why do laws change?

Local officials are frequently elected by 
very slim voter margins.A few  voters in 
their district can decide whether they 
are re-elected. Thus a few  people banded
together can and often do affect the 
course o f legislative history.

ly the case that the more local the official, the more 
responsive he or she is to the voters.

Local officials are frequently elected by very 
slim voter margins. A few voters in their district 
can decide whether they are re-elected. Thus a few 
people banded together can and often do affect the 
course of legislative history. That's why lobbies are 
so successful. "Special interest groups" do get the 
legislation they want. But special interest groups 
don't have to be lobbying for legislation affecting a 
small minority of citizens. They can be working for 
legislation that affects everyone—such as equal 
rights legislation.

Equality Begins at Home is the banner under 
which actions and activities all across the country 
will be organized the week of March 21-27,1999. It 
is hoped that the activities occurring during this 
week will be historic in their effects on equal rights, 
especially for the GLBT community.

The efforts in this campaign are being coordinat
ed to show each and every state legislature that we 
are a community and we expect to be treated with 
the same dignity and respect as any other group of 
citizens.

As stated in the national advertis
ing: "There will be lobby days, cultural 
events, visibility actions and political 
gatherings. Be a part of history. It has 
never been easier, because now, equali
ty begins at home."

It is because people—ordinary people like you and 
me—complain enough that the legislators decide 
that they need to add, change or repeal a law or 
they will be voted out of office.

It is true that many legislators don't listen to the 
people, (witness the actions of congress regarding 
impeachment), but it is also true that when the vot
ers get angry enough, the officials get defeated 
(witness the last national elections). It is also usual

Please join us and take part in the 
planning and/or activities. Call 
(602)650-0900, leave your name, phone 

number, a good time to reach you, and 
w&w&ew&rs % which types of activities you prefer.

You will have fun, and you will feel a 
sense of accomplishment—a knowledge that you 
helped to change history.

Kathie Gummere is a Phoenix attorney practicing in the 
area of wills, trusts and estates for the gay & lesbian com
munity. She receives e-mail at kgrn@goodnet.com

ATTENTION
Young Men’s Survey 

Participants
Don’t Be Left Out!

The second survey has 
been mailed out

Earn $10 by sending 
yours back soon

If you did not receive yours, please call 
us collect at: (41 5) 597-9306 or 

e-mail: bzovod@psg.ucsf.edu

We Need You!
The Young M en’s S urvey is conducted by 

the University of California, San Francisco

Pediatricians urge telling children i f  they  have H IV
CHICAGO (AP)

Doctors and parents of children 
infected with the AIDS virus should 
tell them and not try to hide the diag
nosis, the nation's leading group of 
pediatricians says.

"It's inevitable that the child will 
find out and the only question is 
what's the timing that will be least 
harmful and most beneficial," said Dr. 
Alan R. Fleischman of the New York 
Academy of Medicine.

Fleischman is one of the authors of 
a policy statement from the American 
Academy of Pediatrics published in 
the January issue of Pediatrics.

The 55,000-member group urged 
frankness toward HIV-infected chil
dren. It said doctors should try to 
work with the patient's parents to 
convince them their child should 
know the truth.

The authors stopped short, howev
er, of saying doctors should tell the 
child over parents' objections, unless 
the patient is a sexually active teen.

The organization said the best way 
to tell the child is with both doctors 
and parents present. But it acknowl
edged some parents may want the 
doctor to break the news.

Some doctors have gone along with 
parents who hope to keep youngsters 
from knowing they have HIV, the 
group said. TTie reasons include fear 
their youngsters will lose their will to 
live, become angry with parents who 
infected them or disclose the informa
tion outside the family.

The academy has not previously 
taken a position on the issue. Doctors 
said the problem is becoming more 
serious as the number of youngsters 
with HIV grows and they live longer.

At the end of 1997, more than 8,000 
reported AIDS cases were reported in 
children under 13. The vast majority 
got the infection from their mothers at 
birth, and well over half remain alive, 
doctors said.

The academy cautioned that only 
preliminary research has been done on 
the effect of telling youngsters about 
their condition. But the pediatricians 
said an initial study shows those who 
are told have higher self-esteem and 
parents who are candid with children 
are less likely to be depressed.

Doctors who did not participate in 
writing the statement largely agreed.

"Time and time again we have 
seen that we think we are sparing the 
children from something and all we 
have done is make it more mysterious 
and more frightening because we 
were unwilling to talk about it," said 
Dr. Thomas DeStefani, chairman of 
pediatrics at Loyola University 
Medical Center.

Dr. Hermann Mendez, a professor 
of pediatrics at the State University of 
New York at Brooklyn, echoed the 
statement's authors in saying that the 
time and manner of disclosure should 
match the patient's personality and 
readiness to know the truth.

" I f  the child is unable to keep 
information that belongs in the family 
within the family, this could result in 
harm to the family," he said.

The statement said that teens, who 
may be sexually active, must be told 
the truth to prevent spread of the 
infection. It said preschoolers are usu
ally interested mainly in what will 
happen in their immediate future and 
don't necessarily need to hear the 
whole diagnosis.

http://www.livingsettlements.com
mailto:kgrn@goodnet.com
mailto:bzovod@psg.ucsf.edu
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New research promising
SEATTLE (AP)

Targeting HIV in hard-to-reach 
lymph nodes, researchers for the first 
time have curbed the AIDS virus by 
injecting patients with cells made 
from their own natural defense sys
tems.

The research published Jan 4 in 
the January issue of Nature Medicine 
could lead to new ways of attacking 
the AIDS virus in parts of the body 
where it has eluded standard drug 
treatment.

Researchers were able to suppress 
HIV by giving a patient injections of 
cells fashioned from his own immune 
system. Though scientists say the new 
method can't be used immediately to 
treat large numbers of patients, it is 
encouraging because it appears to 
curb the virus at least temporarily in 
lymph nodes.

"A n area we want to consider is:
Is it possible to rid somebody of 
infection?" said the study's chief 
author, virologist Scott Brodie of the 
University of Washington in Seattle.

HIV propagates by attacking a 
kind of immune cell known as a 
helper T-celL The researchers chose 
three patients and isolated from their 
bodies another type of white blood 
cell, known as a killer T-cell, which 
destroys HIV.

By cloning and other means, they 
grew huge numbers of each patient's 
killer T-cells in a laboratory and 
genetically engineered some with 
markers to trace their movement 
within the body. They then reinjected 
massive amounts back into each

patient and traced the migrating cells 
to lymph nodes.

There, the new killer T-cells 
knocked down the number of infect
ed helper T-cells, in some cases to 
undetectable levels, according to the 
researchers.

The effect was temporary; the new 
cells disappeared within three weeks.

Still, Dr. Roger Pomerantz, chief of 
infectious diseases at Jefferson 
Medical College in Philadelphia, who 
is familiar with the research, called it 
an exciting early step toward eradi
cating HIV "where it hides."

While praising the long-term value 
of the work, Dr. Anthony Fauci, who 
is working on his own treatment to 
eradicate virus remnants, cautioned 
that the University of Washington 
technique is so advanced that it limits 
immediate practical use.

"It's  too expensive, it's too time- 
consuming, it's too complicated," he 
said.

Another AIDS study appearing 
Jan. 4 in Nature Medicine points to a 
second approach in replenishing the 
immune system.

Researchers found that an HIV 
infection shortens the life span of 
both killer and helper T-cells to less 
than a third of normal, and produc
tion of replacement cells lags behind.

Many researchers have theorized 
that HIV irreparably breaks down the 
body's cell-replacement capacity 
through overuse.

This study, however, suggests that 
the replacement capacity survives 
intact and seems to be refreshed by a

for killing H IV remnants
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standard HIV treatment, known as a 
drug cocktail. The researchers said

the drug therapy seems to increase 
the production of immune cells by an 
average of three or four times.

Some scientists say this research

will intensify the search for ways of 
reviving the body's ability to fight 

disease once it is damaged by 
AIDS.

The chief author, Dr. Marc 
Hellerstein of the University of 
California, San Francisco, said 
such research should ultimate
ly show whether later-stage 
AIDS patients largely cleared 
of infection through drug ther
apy can "really regenerate nor
malcy in their immune sys
tems."

Michael McCune, another member 
of the research team, suggested such 
approaches also might apply to can
cer and other diseases.

R esearchers w e re  a b le  to  

suppress H IV  b y  g iv in g  a  

p a tie n t in je c tio n s  o f  ce lls  

fash io n ed  fro m  his o w n  

im m u n e  system.

in t e r e s t e d  i n
We need YOU to analyze and determine the direction 

of spending for AIDS services.
Call Valerie Brown at

(602)506-6914
to become a dedicated member of the Ryan White 
Title I Planning Council. Nominations are being 

accented until February 1,1999 at 3:00 D.m:
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Monday, January 18th
Undies Mondays Contest 

Hosted by David Medzerian

Wednesday, January 20th
Mimi Ray Rose - Contestant for/ 

Miss Arizona Central Pride 

Showtime - 10pm \

Friday, January 22nd
Charlie’s Chicago 

6 Year Anniversary Celebration 
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International
Gay & Lesbian
News Briefs

Compiled by Rex Wockner

j
2,798 D u tch  couples have 
registered

Just under 2,800 same-sex couples 
got hitched under The Netherlands' 
registered-partnership law in the first 
10 months of its existence, reports the 
Dutch Central Bureau for Statistics.

The law, which took effect in 
January 1998, grants registered cou
ples all rights of matrimony with the 
exception that procedures for adop
tion by same-sex couples have not 
been fully implemented.

One thousand one hundred nine
ty-eight of the registered couples are 
female pairs, 1,507 are male and 1,291 
are opposite-sex.

Meanwhile, The Netherlands is 
also on-track to become the first 
nation in the world to let same-sex 
couples marry under the regular mar
riage laws, with both the government 
and the parliament now having 
voiced support for the move.

Elsewhere, Denmark, Greenland, 
Iceland, Norway and Sweden have 
partnership laws specifically for 
homosexuals. In general, they grant 
all rights of matrimony except access 
to adoption,, artificial insemination 
and church weddings. Hungary rec
ognizes a type of common-law gay 
marriage, withholding only the right 
to adoption.

Form er O ttaw a m ayor had
female p a rtn e r

The mayor of Ottawa, Canada, 
from 1951-1956 and 19,60-1964 was 
apparently gay.

The late Charlotte Whitton's secret 
life was revealed Jan. 7 when staffers 
at the National Archives opened a 
box of her personal papers that she 
had ordered sealed until now.

It contained love letters to and 
from her live-in companion, Margaret 
Grier—including letters Whitton con
tinued to write to Grier for two years 
after Grier's death in 1947.

"Oh! Mardie, Mardie, how can I go 
on," Whitton wrote in one missive 
three week's after Grier's death. "We 
must just go on being with each other. 
... Ours wasn't love, it was a knitting 
together of mind and spirit: it was 
something given to few of God."

Whitton was the first woman

mayor of a large 
Canadian city. Among 
her more memorable 
words: "Whatever 
women do they must 
do twice as well as 
men to be thought of 
half so good. Luckily, 
it's not difficult."

Joe O rton  to ile ts to
be saved

The Victorian toilets where famed 
gay playwright Joe Orton cruised for 
sex will be renovated by London's 
Camden Council with $82,000 in 
national lottery funds', in part as a 
memorial to Orton.

The 102-year-old underground 
conveniences—-in South End Green, 
Hampstead and North London— 
were built by the London and North 
Western Railway. According to the 
London Times: "The walls are covered 
with green and white tiles and the 
cubicles have panelled timber doors 
and cast iron decorative screens. They 
featured prominently in Prick Up Your 
Ears, the film of Orton's life starring 
Gary Oldman."

Orton's sister, Leoni Orton-Barnett, 
is keen on the restoration.

"It is a very odd monument [to 
Joe]," she said. "But if they can spend 
millions doing up the Albert 
Memorial with gold, why not?

"Joe frequented cottages [the 
British term for cruisy men's rooms] 
all the time," Orton-Barnett said. "It is 
a place where gays meet and strut 
their stuff. We know from George 
Michael's arrest that it is still common 
practice. It wasn't just the cheap sex. 
Joe liked to be the fly on the. wall. You 
don't get to know what life is really 
about by knocking about with BBC 
directors and Oxford dons. The. crudi
ty and sparseness of life is to be 
found in public lavatories."

The local South End Green resi
dents' association also supports 
memorializing Orton by restoring his 
favorite tearooms (the American term 
for cruisy toilets).

"Joe Orton is a claim to fame," 
said Chairman Michael Render.
"There may be some people who are 
enraged about Orton's connection 
with the lavatories but I have not met 
them. We are a tolerant bunch."

A spokesman for The National 
Heritage Memorial Fund concurred, 
"There is an added something from 
the fact that Joe Orton used them."

Gay g roup sues Canadian 
governm ent

The organization Foundation for 
Equal Families sued the Canadian

government Jan. 7 demanding it 
change 58 laws that define a spouse 
as someone of the opposite sex.

The group says the laws are dis
criminatory and conflict with court 
rulings that have granted same-sex 
partners spousal rights.

Among the laws targeted are ones 
dealing with social-security benefits, 
pensions, income taxes and immigra
tion.

"We are dealing here, in this case, 
solely ... with principles that have 
already been clearly established by 
the courts," said the foundation's 
lawyer, David Corbett. "The legisla
ture hasn't been listening. We're 
going to ask the courts to speak 
again, loudly and finally."

Knighted ac to r unhappy abou t 
outing

Unlike most celebrities who get 
outed, newly knighted British actor 
Nigel Hawthorne, star of The Madness 
of King George and TV's Yes, Minister, 
did not find the experience liberating.

"I felt it was a terrible intrusion on 
my privacy," he told The Times of 
London. "[Gay actor Sir] Ian 
McKellen always said I should come 

. out. But why? I make my living play
ing heterosexuals.

"My partner [Trevor Bentham] and 
I don't want to stand up and say 
we're gay, because we think 
[announcing it publicly is] wrong.
The best way to get people to accept 
you is to move about the community 
and show them there's nothing to be 
afraid of."

Philipp ine C atho lic  h ierarchy  
denounces ads

The Catholic Bishops Conference 
of the Philippines has denounced 
three new TV ads that endorse con
dom use to prevent transmission of 
HIV.

"The solution is that husbands 
should remain faithful to their wives, 
and then there is no AIDS," said 
Msgr. Pedro Quitorio, the confer
ence's assistant secretary general.

The ads were funded by the 
United Nations Population Fund and 
the local AIDS organization 
ReachOut.

British  anti-gay g roup dies
Britain's Conservative Family 

Institute (CFI) is closing down in the 
face of criticism from the 
Conservative party which is embar-. 
rassed by the organization's anti-gay 
campaigning.

In announcing the shutdown, CFI 
head Adrian Rogers said: "[The 
party's supportive] attitude to homo-

aexual candidates is completely 
wrong. The central party has done 
nothing to help support those of us 
with pro-family views and if the 
party does not want a Conservative 
Family Institute to exist it is a terrible 
reflection on the current leadership."

G loba l PWA group  to m eet in  
Warsaw

The Global Network of People 
Living with HIV/AIDS (GNP+) and 
The International Community of 
Women Living with HIV /AIDS will 
stage the 9th International Conference 
for People Living with HIV/AIDS 
Aug. 13-19 in Warsaw, Poland.

Full details are available at the 
conference's Web site 
(www.hivnet.ch/gnp / Warsaw / index, 
htm) or by writing Christopher Park, 
International Coordinator, GNP+, P.O. 
Box 11726,1001 GS Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands. Phone: 011-31-20-423- 
4114. Fax: 011-31-20-423-4224. E-mail: 
gnp@gn. ape. org.

Fijian gays fig h t to save 
co ns titu tion

Only two countries in the world 
ban discrimination based on sexual 
orientation via their constitutions: 
South Africa and Fiji. But all is not 
well in Fiji.

Right-wing political forces and 
conservative church groups have con
vinced the government to alter the 
new constitution to ensure that the 
gay protections do not lead to legal
ization of gay sex or gay marriage.

Unless strong pressure comes from 
abroad, Parliament's Committee on 
Consequential Legislation is expected 
to override the constitutional protec
tions (which are in Section 28 of the 
Bill of Rights) with a new homopho
bic amendment.

It ¿will "remove any doubts and 
fears about same-sex marriages and 
unnatural offenses being allowed," 
said Attorney General Ratu Etuate 
Tavai.

Fijian activists and the 
International Gay & Lesbian Human 
Rights Commission urgently request 
letters supporting the Constitution's 
provisions. Write (1) Prime Minister's 
Office, Parliament Complex, Box 
2352, Government Buildings,
Republic of Fiji. Fax: 011-679-305-204. 
(2) Leader of Opposition, Opposition 
Office, Box 2352, Government 
Buildings, Republic of Fiji. Fax: 011- 
679-305- 317.

Send a copy to Fiji Women's Crisis 
Centre, 88 Gordon Street, P.O. Box 
12882, Suva, Fiji. E-mail: 
fwcc@is.com.fj
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By Allen Kalchik, Editor

Dust off your cowboy hat and pol
ish up your silver buckle—it's 
time once more for the annual Road 

Runner Regional Rodeo. It starts Jan. 
15 and runs through the weekend at 
the Corona Ranch and Rodeo 
Grounds in south Phoenix.

But suppose you don't have a 
buckle, hat, or even a measly pair of 
boots. And let's say you think 
"rough stock" is a designer's refer
ence to a bad bolt of cotton twill.

Never fear—there's plenty to see 
and do at the rodeo grounds even if 
you aren't a fan of sawdust and the 
two step, and no one at this rodeo 
really cares what you wear or 
whether you're a real cowboy.

It's a traditional gay community 
event (this is the rodeo's 13th year, 
by the way) and even if it's your 
first time, you'll have a good time.

The festivities will get underway 
Friday night with the annual Mr., 
Miss, and Ms. Arizona Gay Rodeo 
Association's Royalty pageant.
There's no charge to head down to 
the grounds and root for your 
favorite contestants as they compete 
for the three prestigious titles and the 
chance to represent AGRA as a roving 
rodeo ambassador in the coming sea
son.

Then, on Saturday morning, the 
arena events will begin. But things in 
the arena really don't get rocking 
until the Grand Entry parade com
mences at noon on both Saturday and 
Sunday.

Is shopping on your mind? There 
will be vendor booths with pride 
merchandise and western wear for 
sale in the tent out back, and several 
community groups will be on hand to 

put you in touch with 
g your gay and lesbian
1 friends and neighbors
2 in the Valley. 
d Your admission 
*  gets you mto every

thing, but food and 
booze will cost you 
extra. And there's 
plenty of both on 
hand—after all, AGRA 
didn't get a reputation 
for hosting one of the 
best and biggest 
rodeos on the gay cir
cuit without knowing 
how to throw a party.

And here's some
thing else to bear in 
mind: each year, the 
rodeo association 
channels its profits 
from the rodeo right 
back into the commu
nity through a series 
of grants. So by sup

porting the rodeo, you're supporting 
everything from P-FLAG to the 
Human Society.

The Corona Ranch is located on the south 
side of Baseline Road, just west of 27th 
Avenue. Tickets are $15 per day, or $25 for 
both Saturday and Sunday. Call the Rodeo 
Hotline at (602)265-0618 for more infor
mation.

That's when the stands start to fill, 
the shirts start to come off, and the 
bucking broncs and wild steers start 
getting the better of those queer cow
boys and cowgirls crazy enough to

slap a number on their backs and call 
themselves contenders.

You won't want to miss the speed 
events, like barrel racing and pole 
bending. Even a novice can figure out 
who's in the lead, and it's easy to 
understand the rules. Another high- 
UrrUi- aiWays the bull riding, where 
women compete atop the ornery ani
mals just like the men do.

And then there are the camp 
events, like the wild drag race, the 
goat dressing and the steer decorat
ing. It's always fun to see what the 
well-dressed goat is wearing this sea

son, and the announcer always 
knows just how seriously to take the 
competitors in these contests.

If it's dance and entertainment 
you're looking for, the roster of 
singers, dance acts and drag divas 
rolls nonstop across the stage on 
Saturday, Saturday night and Sunday 
afternoon inside the entertainment 
pavilion adjacent to the arena.

Gentle Shepherd parishioners go back to school
The Gentle Shepherd Metropolitan Community Church 

adopted a second grade class at the Thomas J. Pappas 
Elementary School for the Homeless as part of an annual 
Christmas social justice project.

The mostly gay and lesbian members of the MCC were 
able to purchase every item on the teacher's wish list, provid
ing the kids with school supplies, games, educational toys and 
even a fish aquarium.

Each child in the 38 student class received an individual 
gift as well. The gifts were presented Christmas week at the 
Phoenix school. The program was so well received that MCC 
members have already adopted the class for the Spring semes
ter, and undergarments, socks, toiletries and other necessities 
are being collected by Gentle Shepherd parishioners for the 
children.
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CBPA’s January 
activities

The Camelback Business and 
Professional Association is the 
Valley's gay and gay-friendly 
Chamber of Commerce. This popu
lar social and networking organiza
tion for business people in the com
munity has several events planned 
for January.

The original CBPA Lunch Bunch 
still meets every other Tuesday at 
11:30 am at Pookie's, on 7th Street 
just south of Highland in Central 
Phoenix. The next meeting will be on 
Jan. 26. This is a great chance to net
work, socialize, meet new friends 
and associates. The cost is $10.

An Eastside Lunch Bunch meets 
every other Wednesday 11:30 am at 
Minder Binders, 715 S. McClintock 
in Tempe. This group is looking for 
everyone east of Phoenix to network 
and socialize, and the cost is also 
$10.

The monthly CBPA Netmix will 
be held at Eddie's Grill on Jan. 13 at 
6:30 pm. New Business Member and 
restaurant owner Larry Cohn will be 
the host. Eddie's Grill is at 4747 
North 7th Street in Phoenix, and the 
cost for this networking event is just 
$5.

The General Meeting this month 
will feature Robert Lewis Associates 
on Jan. 21 at the Phoenix Airport 
Hilton, 2435 South 47th Street 
(Hohokam & University). The meet
ing starts with 6:30 pm no-host 
drinks at the bar followed by a 7 pm 
buffet dinner. A presentation on 
understanding and adapting behav
ior will begin at 7:45 pm. The meet
ing, including dinner, costs $17 for 
CBPA members and $19 for guests. 
Call 225-8444 to RSVP by Jan. 19.

Superparty at the 
Center for the 
Superbowl

The Community Center in 
Phoenix is hosting a Superbowl 
Party on Jan. 31 for gridiron fans and 
half-time show afficianados alike, 
and they'll be kicking things off at 
3:30 pm.

News &  Events o f Interest to the 
Phoenix Q ueer Com m unity

Everyone is welcome to come 
down and watch the big event (it's a 
pro football game, for those who 
don't know) on the Center's big 
screen at 24 West Camelback Road. 
Bring a snack to share and your own 
non-alcoholic beverage.

Call Brian Heisterkamp at The 
Community Center for more info, at 
(602)234-2752.

Gentle Shepherd 
MCC doubles up 
services

The Gentle Shepherd 
Metropolitan Community Church in 
Phoenix has begun offering two wor
ship services on Sunday mornings to 
meet the growing need of the 
Valley's gay and lesbian community.

The first service is at 9:15 am, and 
it is a liturgical worship service. 
Fellowship then begins at 10:30 am 
and the second worship service 
starts at 11. This will be a less, for
mal, more contemporary service.

The church meets in the ballroom 
of the Quality Hotel at 2nd Avenue 
and Osborn in Phoenix, while plans 
are made for their new location. 
Senior Pastor Rev. Bradley Wishom 
extends a special invitation to the 
new services.

Masks to be made 
atPBP

Michelle Milne of the Masks For 
Life traveling art display and memo
rial will be on hand at the Phoenix 
Body Positive offices for a day of 
free mask making Jan. 26.

The masks consist of plaster casts 
of the faces of people who are living 
with HIV and AIDS. They are used 
as part of an ongoing art project that 
Milne is administrating through 
Mesa Community College.

The mask making will start at 7 
am and last until 3 pm. For informa
tion, call PBP at (602)955-4673. The 
office is located at 4021 North 30th 
Street in Phoenix.
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Darts

Hump Day: remember 
Happy H our starts at 4pm!

Country Western Dance 
Lessons with Geri 7 -9p m

Country Western Music 
with DJ “D e”

Country Western Music 
with DJ “D e”

Steak & Chicken Fry $ 3 ,6-8pm  
Karaoke with Jamie 7 -1  lpm^ f j
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Happy Birthday, R é!

Cash Inn welcomes Ladies with an 
Attitude for a benefit performance at 9pm. 
Good luck to AJ at the Rodeo, and to all 
A G R A  contestants.

Happy Birthday, Gretchen!

Cash Inn Presents: Diamond Fire. 
Show starts at 9pm; cover.

Valentines Day—join us for a special Dining 
and Dancing Event at the Cash Inn. Watch 
this space for details.

2140 E. McDowell Rd *■ Phoenix, AZ
244-9943
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South, Hegyi began dating a man but 
did not realize yet that he was gay.

"You have to understand that in 
the fifties, we had no concept of what 
a homosexual was. I didn't, anyway."

Clouding the sexuality issue for 
Hegyi was a brief, disastrous mar
riage he'd entered as a way of 
repressing his attraction to other men. 
"I thought marrying a nice girl would 
cure me, but it didn't."

Hegyi lived in South Carolina 
while his wife lived in Washington, 
D.C. and their marriage was annulled 
after three years because it was never 
consummated. "So I'm a Kinsey Six 
homosexual, even though I was mar
ried to a woman."

In 1962, he moved with his lover 
to Arizona on a doctor's recommen
dation—he had athsma—and began 
the process of accepting himself as a 
gay man. The couple stayed together 
ten years. After the breakup, Hegyi 
started exploring the gay community 
from a political and social standpoint.

In the early seventies, he joined a 
levi/leather club and was elected one 
of the group's officers. "Then Anita 
Bryant came along and by that time I 
was out, so I decided to get more 
involved in the gay community."

Lack of information, Hegyi said, 
was one of the things that made his 
own coming out process very diffi
cult. "And so information became 
very important to me, and trying to 
let people coming out know that 
there is indeed someone you can talk 
to became important."

So he networked, organized and 
brought like-minded people together.

In 1976, he was one of the found
ing directors of the Alternative 
Relations Center, a resource for gays 
at a time when the community was 
still very closeted. Hegyi recognized 
early in his activism that the growing 
gay and lesbian population required a 
place away from the bars in which to 
socialize and share educational and 
political information.

One element of the ARC that 
Hegyi started and that still exists 
today was the Community 
Switchboard, which gave callers an 
opportunity to get anonymous infor
mation about events, meetings and 
organizations of interest to gays and 
lesbians.

"To be honest, I like the grass roots 
part of organizing, " he related. "I like 
to bring the people together, get them 
motivated, get them started." Once 
people start working together, Hegyi 
prefers to hand over the reins to peo
ple who are more business oriented.

"I'm not well educated and I real
ize that you can only carry something 
so far and then it's time to let some
one with more experience and more 
knowledge take it over."

Encouraged by his volunteer work 
in the community, his work with gay 
youth and his growing sense of gay 
pride, he left the water department in 
1981 to open a card shop on 7th Street 
near Camelback. Called simply "R 
Hegyi," the store was one of the first 
gay-owned and operated gift shops in 
the state to cater to a mostly gay 
clientele.

It was around that time that peo
ple began to talk about a "gay cancer" 
affecting men in San Francisco and 
New York.

The coming crisis and its explosive 
impact on the Phoenix community 
changed Hegyi's life in numerous 
ways. First, he closed the card shop.

"I probably lost seventy percent of 
my business because people were 
afraid to touch the doorknobs or 
touch the cards. No one knew how

Continued from page 1

time that you could not be homosexu
al and work for the police depart
ment."

But that's all in the past. These 
days, the City of Phoenix and Bob 
Hegyi are on the same side.

As proof of that point, out and 
proud Robert C. Hegyi will be among 
seven individuals recognized with the 
1999 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Living the Dream Award, presented by 
the City of Phoenix's Human 
Relations Commission.

"I've known Bob for 18 years and

the third time a gay Phoenix resident 
has been feted by the city for his or 
her efforts on behalf of human rights.

Lesbian pastor and outspoken 
activist Rev. Charlotte Strayhorn was 
a Living the Dream recipient in 1998. 
And Mark Colledge, an admired com
munity activist who died last year 
from complications due to AIDS, was 
among those selected by the Human 
Relations Commission in '97.

Jacobson thinks giving openly gay 
people an award that celebrates 
diversity in the name of a great civil

Phoenix Human Relations Commission award recipient Bob Hegyi as we know him best: with tambourine in hand.

for me he symbolizes the kind of self
less giving that I could only hope to 
accomplish in my lifetime," said Scott 
Jacobson, one of three openly gay 
Phoenix businessmen who sponsored 
Hegyi's nomination.

"He has done so much and 
touched so many people in this 
Valley—more than I think most peo
ple who know him even realize, and 
I'm absolutely thrilled that the 
Human Relations Commission has 
chosen to give him this award," 
Jacobson said.

When the Dr. King award is hand
ed to Hegyi on Jan. 15, it will mark

rights leader is a small but important 
step in the city's own journey toward 
overcoming its prejudices against 
gays and lesbians.

"I've always believed in gentle 
pressure, relentlessly applied," he 
said.

Jacobson said there are heterosexu
al community leaders on the Human 
Relations Commission who believe in 
equality for gays and lesbians and 
who would even support domestic 
partnership benefits for city employ
ees—one area of gay rights advances 
in which Phoenix lags behind many 
other U.S. cities. But, he said, signifi-

cant social change takes time.
Hegyi is thrilled to accept the com

mission's award and is unashamed to 
admit he got emotional when he 
found out he'd been named. "I cried 
when I opened the letter saying I was 
a nominee, and I cried again when I 
got the second letter saying I'd been 
chosen. I'm really grateful and really 
stunned."

The son of Hungarian immigrants, 
Hegyi was born and raised in the 
Midwest—in the lily white farming 
community of Elyria, Ohio, to be 
exact. After high school, he attended 
nearby Findlay College for a year and 
then joined the Air Force.

Hegyi's social conscience took root 
in the late fifties when he found him
self stationed in Biloxi, Mississippi 

during the 
rise of the 
desegregation 
movement.

Until he 
enlisted and 
was sent to 
the Deep 
South, the 
impression
able airman 
had never 
been out of 
Ohio. He'd 
never seen 
racially sepa
rate drinking 
fountains, 
cafes, or pub
lic transporta
tion. He 
remembers 
being shocked 
and disgusted 
by the reality 
of life in 
Mississippi.

"The back 
of the bus was 
still reserved 
for blacks. But 
it was mainly 
black people 
who used the 
buses," he 
said. "So here 
I was, riding 
in the front 
with all these 
empty seats 
and a few 
other white 
passengers, 
while people 
were literally 
standing in 
the aisles in 
the back."

The racial 
injustice made 
Hegyi angry. 
He was once 
accosted by a 
white police 
officer when 
he offered his 
arm to an 
elderly black

woman who was boarding a bus 
while loaded down with packages 
during the Christmas season.

"The cop said that if he ever 
caught me doing that again, he'd 
throw me in jail and throw the key 
away." When his stint in the Air Force 
ended, Hegyi left Mississippi and 
moved to Charleston, South Carolina.

He was inspired to join the anti
segregation forces being organized at 
that time by Dr. Martin Luther King 
and other prominent civil rights lead
ers. He took part in protests and 
marches, and he helped to assemble 
other activists. While he lived in the
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you got AIDS, and it wasn't just the 
heterosexual community, it was our 
gay brothers and sisters. People were 
really scared and paranoid."

Hegyi was instrumental in planning 
the first Valley fund-raiser for the dis
ease—which brought in a whopping 
$1,000. He then asked twelve people 
he knew to serve as the board of direc
tors for a new organization that would 
handle the money. "And so the 
Arizona AIDS Fund Trust was bom."

Through several incarnations, that 
organization has since become AIDS 
Project Arizona, currently the state's 
largest AIDS service agency.

He said that only two of those orig
inal twelve members are still alive.
"We had no idea at that time that AIDS 
would ever affect us. But it did."

So Hegyi threw all his energies and 
efforts into the pandemic even as he 
watched many—indeed most—of his 
friends and fellow pioneering activists 
grow sick and die. Almost 900 people 
that he knew personally have died 
from the disease. He said he once 
stopped listing close friends who had 
died when the list reached 125 and he 
couldn't stop crying.

Hnd yet he consistently tests nega
tive for the vims. "Don't ask me 
how." He believes it may be 

because he's been in a long term rela
tionship, but said that with so many 
from his generation gone it is still hard 
to understand why he isn't HIV posh 
tive himself. And so he finds himself 
dealing with survivor's guilt along 
with the toll the overwhelming loss 
and grief have taken on him personal-
ty

There are times when it gets to be 
too much. Several years ago, he took a 
two-year hiatus from volunteering and 
organizing and simply rested. "I just 
needed to get away."

He's been in a relationship with the 
man he refers to as his husband, Mel 
Reese, for 27 years. The couple has, 
over the years, taken three young gay 
men into their home. Hegyi prefers to 
call these men his adopted sons.

He's also influenced the lives of 
other young gays through a program 
he initiated in the eighties called 
Crystal Clear. It's a support group for 
gay men—young people in particu
lar—who are addicted to methamphet- 
amines.

He explained that he was once 
addicted to crystal meth himself, hav
ing discovered drugs relatively late in 
life.

"I was 44 before I ever smoked 
marijuana," he said. "And the first 
time I did, I danced for six hours non
stop." As Hegyi's passion for dancing 
in gay clubs developed, he began

using drugs as part of his escape.
"I was a functional addict. I never 

missed work but I was addicted never
theless." Because of his firsthand expe
riences with drugs, Hegyi felt he had 
something to offer youth and he 
believed he could help them without 
judgment.

He was also concerned about the 
"very free and easy way" people 
behave sexually after using drugs in 
the bar environment, and he hoped 
that the Crystal Clear meetings could 
play a role in curbing high risk behav
ior among young men who were get
ting heavily into the bar scene.

After 37 years in the Valley, Hegyi 
is as much a fixture in gay bars nowa
days as he is on the front line of AIDS 
support and social change.

But today, his attention-getting 
dancing rituals are inspired not by 
chemical substances, but by his life 
experiences, the pounding music itself, 
and the tribal energy he feels when 
he's among other gay men on a dark 
dance floor.

He sees the Living the Dream recog
nition as representative of a trend 
toward greater understanding between 
the straight and gay communities in 
Phoenix. "It means a lot for me per
sonally, especially because of my histo
ry in the civil rights movement and 
my own memories of Dr. King. It's the 
greatest compliment that I could ever 
receive from this city."

But, he added, it also means a lot 
for the community. "This award is not 
coming only to me. This award is com
ing to the entire community that I 
have tried to represent over the years 
and that I've always been very proud 
of."

Everyone wants to make their 
mark, he explained. "You do, I do. We 
all want to leave our mark, and that 
has always been my goal. To make 
things better than I found them, and 
maybe make it a little easier for the 
people coming up behind me. That's 
what this award means to me, and I 
don't know what else to say about it."

Hegyi may not know what else to 
say, but the rest of us who appreci
ate his three decades of selfless 

activism almost certainly do.
So the next time you see his fans 

dancing above the crowd, or hear his 
tambourine behind you, or if you spot 
him heading in or out of a movie the
ater (another favorite pastime), walk 
right over and give Bob Hegyi a hug— 
he's never been a hand-shaker, he'll 
tell you.

Offer your congratulations, and 
while you're at it, tell him "Thanks". 

He'll know what you mean.

Be*
a .  front S°IdCi

Spectacular Views
Enjoy dram atic lO th -flo o r views o f the sunset, 

c ity skyline & mountains from this uniyue I-bedroom, 

1-bath condominium located in Downtown Phoenix.

This spacious condo has been tastefully updated. 
Amenities in the gay-friendly building include a spariding 

5rd- floo r pool,Jacuzzi, gym and 2ri--hour doorman/security. 

Walk to  Amsterdam/Crowbar, Herberger, Orpheum, AWArena.

O ffe re d  a t $59,900. ¿ 02 /2^2 -^01 .

New Year’s Resolution:

Gel the party out of 
pants & into your me

««•M ail»

h t t p :/ / v w w .c a m e lb a c k .c o m / p o o k f I i  
Call 258-CAFE & p re ss  4002 for a  fre e

Any 2 lunch entrees
One coupon per table per visit. 
Valid 11 -3pm only. Single dinner 

courtesy of $2.50 off a single 
lunch entree. Dine-in only.

COSTUME
SALE!

Unusual & Artsy Clothes,
Hats, Purses, Shoes, Jewelry,

+ Fabulous Fabric...

Evening & Theme Events,
Theatre & Stage Production, Vintage

A T  A  F R A C T I O N  O F  R E N T A L  F E E S !

WHEN: Saturday January 23rd
e3 Sunday January 24th

WHERE: Sky port BiudneM Park 
2618 W h t St., #20-21 
Tempe, AZ

TIME: Sat: 7 a.m. -5p.m.
Sun: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

ONE WEEKEND ONLY! 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Y o u  h a v e  t o  s e e  i t  t o  b e l i e v e  i t !
• Store furniture, fixtures • Jewelry cases • Clothing racks • Grids

TELL A FRIEND!!
Contact Jane or Lizz @ 970-5665
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H im  and Ja m
British cellist Jacqueline du Pre 

was one of the 20th Century's best 
loved classical musicians until her 
untimely death from MS in 1967 at 
the age of 42.

On stage she brought flamboyance 
and sensual vigor to the stodgy world

of solo classical music, and off stage 
she turned heads with the way she 
indulged in odd, love/hate relation
ships with both her maestro husband 
and her instrument.

Her most intense love/hate rela
tionship, however, was with her sis
ter, Hilary. "Hils" was an accom
plished young flutist in her own right 
who traded her performance ambi
tions for a simpler life in the country 
with the man she loved.

It's this female familial bond that's 
at the heart of Hilary and Jackie, direct
ed by Anand Tucker and scripted by 
Frank Contrell Boyce based on a book 
written by surviving sister Hilary du 
Pre and their younger brother, Piers 
du Pre.

The story begins with the sisters as 
budding prodigies in the '50s. Their 
strict, middle-class parents struggled 
to keep them in instruments and 
clothes while pushing the musical 
potential of each to the maximum.
The contrast between the competition 
and the respect they have for each 
other really pulls the opening scenes 
together.

But when the girls 
graduate frpm school 
and it becomes clear 
that Jackie is headed 
for the concert halls 
while Hilary is head
ed for love, the story 
splits up. The film
makers describe first 

Hilary's version of the major events 
of the sisters' adult lives, then (40-odd 
minutes later) they toss in Jackie's 
view of the same milestones.

Nothing wrong with the story: 
Jackie tours Russia, marries a high- 
strung musician and converts to 
Judaism. Hilary and her hunky 
hubby hole up in the country and 
start a family. Then Jackie leaves the 

maestro and starts to exhibit 
erratic behavior, which cul- 

iL minates in an extended trip 
to Hilary's place. Upon 
arrival, she begs to sleep 
with her brother in law 
and—surprise—Hilary 
gives her crazed sister the 
okay. Then, just when Jackie 
finally gets her head togeth
er, her body begins to fall 
apart.

It's good stufi, until we 
have to see it again through 

Jackie's eyes. The She Said/She Said 
gimmick simply doesn't work. Using 
such an arty construction in a movie 
about an artist smacks of overkill, and 
by the time everything is twice-told, 
we've already gotten the point.

Nonetheless, Hilary and Jackie is 
worth seeing mainly because it's true, 
and for its outstanding lead perfor
mances. Rachel Griffiths (the plucky 
best friend in Muriel's Wedding) plays 
Hilary and Emily Watson (The Boxer, 
Breaking the Waves) is Jackie.

Each brings a healthy degree of 
honesty, depth and complexity to her 
role, and whenever the two are on 
screen together, the movie hits high 
notes. It's too bad they don't last.

The Thin Red Line
Hollywood has been buzzing 

about this war drama for months. It's 
set during the epic W.W.II battle of 
Guadalcanal and marks the return to 
the screen of acclaimed writer/direc
tor Terrence Malick, who hasn't made 
a movie since the glorious though

Brazilian
t®ng® troupe
in town «Join.

A Phoenix stop will be included on 
the first-ever U.S. Coast-to-Coast tour 
of Tango Buenos Aires, Brazil's per
fectly coordinated company of Latin 
dance artists.

The dynamic hoofers have enter
tained audiences worldwide since the 
company was founded in the '80s. The 
tango is South America's signature 
dance, a sensual form of expression for 
two that grew out of African and 
Spanish traditions with a strong influ
ence from the Argentine milonga sung 
by Gauchos.

Tango Buenos Aires will strut its 
rhythmic stuff at the Orpheum Theatre 
on Monday, Jan. 25 at 8 pm. Tickets are 
$28 & $36 and available through 
Dillard's outlets at (602)503-5555.

HeatStete i7
deeply flawed Days of Heaven in 1978.

■{‘—So it's sad to report that this much- 
anticipated movie isn't half of what it 
could be.

Malick, who's always been fasci
nated by nature photography and is 
famous for the detailed composition 
of his frames, simply tries too hard to 
do too much—you can feel the effort 
behind every scene. The main prob
lem is that he's put 80 percent of his 
effort into the visual imagery and 
scarcely bothered with story develop
ment.

What should be a movie about the 
life changing bonds that develop 
among strangers in an extreme situa

tion is reduced to a long, epic poem 
that offers a fairly basic, "War is Hell" 
message, something we presumably 
believed before we entered the the
ater. Without a message or a story, 
there's nowhere for the film to go in 
its nearly three hour run
ning time.

What's left then, is a 
fascinating, sometimes 
painstaking look at the 
way a supremely talented 
artist views the entire film- 
making process. It's nearly 
incomprehensible, unlike 
any other American movie 
in recent memory, and 
unlike any other war 
movie, perhaps ever.

Normally top-billed 
actors like George Clooney 
and John Travolta appear 
only briefly. Several char
acters look and sound 
alike, and we aren't given 
the opportunity in many 
cases to learn the soldiers' 
names, ranks, or even to 
understand how they 
relate to each other.

The logistics of the bat
tle, which marked a major 
turning point in the war in 
the Pacific, are unclear.
The timeline and geographic locations 
are impossible to track. Huge chunks 
of information are missing from the 
plot and backstory. And yet I found 
much of The Thin Red Line strangely 
enjoyable, merely because it is so 
stunning, so different, and so well 
acted.

Nick Nolte is unbearably real as 
the gung-ho colonel who drives his 
troops up an impenetrable hill. Sean 
Penn is excellent as the courageous 
sergeant who tries to keep the men 
under his command together, and 
Elias Koteas is the captain whose con
science prevents him from following 
orders.

Watching The Thin Red Line is an 
exercise in patience that will pay off 
only for those who appreciate 
Malick's eccentric vision and have no 
expectations. Most moviegoers, on 
the other hand, will find it ridiculous
ly long and patently frustrating.

At Fmsr S m
This strange melding of fact and 

fiction is pumped so full of its own 
heartfelt adrenaline that its creators 
have done away altogether with such 
typical movie constraints as character 
development and plausibility in their 

zeal to have you reaching for 
your hanky by the end of 

Js the first act.
£ At First Sight is the sappy 

 ̂ re-telling of the story of a 
| blind man who has his 

vision restored in a risky 
new operation in order to 
get a good look at the 
woman he loves. She can 
see, and she thinks life 
would be just dandy if he 
could see, too. But what she 
can't see is that after a life
time of blindness, her man 
already has his own way of 
seeing. See?

Val Kilmer plays Virgil, 
the blind masseur from the 

. country who falls hard for 
Amy, an uptight architect 
from the Big Apple played 
by Mira Sorvino.

It takes all of ten minutes 
and a few cute lines before 
the two are head over heels, 

and Amy has Virgil twisted around 
her—well, let's just say she has him 
making major life decisions before 
she's even bothered to learn his see
ing eye dog's name.

There's no reason to see this silly

concoction, unless it's to point up 
all the mistakes in continuity or to 
track the clichés. Kelly McGillis turns 
in a one note performance as Virgil's 
overprotective older sister, Bruce 
Davison is the unfeeling surgeon and 
Nathan Lane butches it up for the 
wacky-but-helpful shrink role that's 
usually reserved for Birdcage buddy 
Robin Williams.

Apparently even Williams knew 
enough to stay away from this clunk
er. Directed by Irwin Winkler from a 
screenplay by Steve Levitt, and based 
on a short story by Oliver Sacks, the 
noted writer/M.D. whose research 
also gave us Awakenings.
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NotaLle Quotes
Newsmakers, Celebrities 

& Others Speak Out

Compiled Ly Rex Woekner

"I'm coming screaming out of the 
closet—I'm a great, screaming queen 
and I'm glad to be that way."

—Canadian Olympic gold-medal 
swimmer Mark Tewksbury to the 

Calgary Sun, Dec. 17.

"My life didn't start until I shaved 
my eyebrows."

—RuPaul to Australia's Outrage, 
January issue.

"Kansas' chief anti-gay nut case 
Fred Phelps and his screwball family 
[make] the Addams Family seem like 
the Brady Bunch."

—Jeff Epperly, editor of Boston's 
Bay Windows; in a Nov. 27 editorial.

"[The average American is] less 
homophobic than he thinks he's sup
posed to be and more racist than he's 
willing to admit."

—Gay U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, 
D-Mass., to the Washington 

Post, Dec. 18.

"We're not able to go into the 
Portland Public Schools and we think 
that's unfair. Portland is the only pub

lic school in the entire United States 
to have this ban. What makes them so 
special?"

—Kennith Ellis, a spokesman for the 
U.S. Navy Recruiting Command in 
Portland, Ore., to The Oregonian, 

Dec. 23. Portland's 10 high schools 
ban military recruiters because the 

military bans open gays.

"Life, to be sure, is not worth living, 
but if you think it is, then buckle up." 

—Gay actor, writer, dandy and cele
brated wit Quentin Crisp, 90, to the 

New York Times, Dec. 20.

"You guys kept me in beads for 30 
years!"

—Cher in a recent appearance at the 
London gay club Heaven.

"[A] professional homosexual 
[whose] primary cause is to be a vic
tim. ... They're doing gays a disser
vice by being crybabies."

—Gay KABC-Los Angeles talk-radio 
host Al Rantel on actresses 

Ellen DeGeneres and Anne Heche as 
quoted in Frontiers, Dec. 15.

"If you're not a liberal when 
you're 25, you have no heart. If 
you're not a conservative at 35, you 
have no brain. When you're young 
it's very natural to be more idealistic 
and to solve problems from an emo
tional point of view. That's fine, you 
need both. You can't be a Vulcan. But 
as you get older and see how the 
world really works, it's natural for 
people to become more conservative. 
It happened to me."

—Gay KABC-Los Angeles talk-radio 
host Al Rantel, to Frontiers, Dec. 15.

"My whole philosophy is that gay 
people have to claim the power that 
we already have. We have to say, 
'Guess what? We are equal citizens 
under the law because we are people; 
we are protected by the Constitution, 
as all people are; we are, on average, 
better educated, on average, better 
salaried; in a lot of ways our commu
nity is above average in how it oper
ates.' And we have to say to people, 
rather than asking for rights, we have 
to say, 'Guess what? We don't have to 
ask your permission for who we love 
or we spend our lives with. We don't 
need it. If you don't like it, good.'"

—Gay KABC-Los Angeles talk-radio 
host Al Rantel, to Frontiers, Dec. 15.

"It's as if someone at NBC took 
Homer Simpson's directive: 'I like my 
beer cold, my TV loud, and my 
homosexuals fa-LAMING!' and 
turned it into the character of Jack. 
Whether he's toting around his pet 
parrot Guapo, spuming a secretary's 
advances ('I took a vow before God 
and my mother: I'm here, I'm queer, 
get used to it!') or flirting with a 
handsome UPS man (when the deliv

ery guy says, 'I just need a signature,
I don't need your phone number,'
Jack snaps, 'Don't be so sure'), Jack is 
out, proud, and in your face."

—The Philadelphia Inquirer on 
Jack McFarland, Will's flaming best 

friend on the NBC TV series 
Will & Grace, Dec. 14.

"She and Ellen seem so happy 
together. Ellen came and spent time 
with her in the Orient while we were 
filming Return to Paradise. I just 
don't understand why people make 
her and Ellen's sexuality such a big 
issue. Reading in the tabloids that 
Anne and I were having an affair was 
not only insulting but mde. I have a 
girlfriend whom I love dearly and I 
know that Ellen and Anne love each 
other dearly. How do you think our 
families feel when they read that 
crap?"

—Actor Vince Vaughn to Boston's 
Bay Windows, Dec. 3.

"I think Anne Heche's coming out 
is absolutely remarkable for the film 
industry in this country. It demon
strates the maturity of the audience to 
companies like Disney and Universal, 
that people will just go to her films 
and accept her in whatever she choos
es to do. I just hope this trickles down 
to younger actors who might still be 
tempted to listen to the self-interested 
advice of managers, publicists and 
agents. Don't believe them! There's 
no career worth having in which you 
spend your whole life lying about 
yourself."

—British actor Sir Ian McKellen to
Miami's The Weekly News, Dec. 16.

Notable Quotes continues on page 28

H d p p y , H o u r

718 ilorth  Central Avenue 
Phoenix • 602/258-6122

Have You Been?
Every day A-7pm 

Try our incredible hors deuvres! 
Welcome AGRA Rodeo Fans.
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By Carlos Miguel Chavarria, 
Heatstroke Contributor

/  or the last two weeks y especial- 
f  mente desde el ano nuevo, my mind 
has been wondering about this new 
year and the fact that it is the last 
before the Y2K.

Each year around the holidays, 
pienso en lo que he logrado and on the 
things I tried to accomplish but 
didn't. Then, me propongo nuevas 
metas and the New Year's resolutions 
start as soon as the digital clock 
shows 00:00.

Pero este ano, unlike the rest, I did 
not set any new resolutions. It isn't 
that I am tired of them or that I 
didn't accomplish last year's.

No, there are no new resolutions 
because this year, unlike the other 30 
I have lived, is the last one of the 
millennium. Y como tal, I have decid
ed to concentrate on preparing 
myself for the big year 2000. Y que 
significa eso, you ask? Me gusta que 
pongan atencion.

Asi que sere breve, aftcLfor those 
who might get a little lost, I'll be as 
clear as possible.

My boyfriend and I spent New 
Year's Eve with a few friends.
During the celebrating, one of them 
gave me a card. The card also includ
ed a letter written in Spanish, and it 
was the letter that made me think 
about No New Resolutions. You see, 
la carta described a book I am writing 
called Mi propia vida.

It said New Year's Eve marked the 
end of yet another chapter of such a 
book; that some of the content on the 
pages has been written more than 
once, that some of the stuff I wish 
had never happened, and that some 
pages have been left blank. La carta 
tambien decia que ahora there was no 
turning back and those written pages 
were to stay as they were.

The blank pages were not to be 
written on, and the ones that had 
repeated material had to stay 
untouched. But the best part of all 
was that no matter what those pages 
had or did not have written on them, 
I was the author of the book.

And now, during the last day of

1998, God was giving me the oppor
tunity to finish one more chapter and 
start a new one.

Entiendo que no todos creemos en 
Dios, but I do believe most of us 
believe in a higher being. And if you 
don't believe in a higher being, then 
you probably believe that you create

Shakira o Luis Miguel, I will concen
trate on my own physical, mental and 
emotional needs. I will concentrate on 
positive energy and positive thinking. 
Material things are not essential, just 
necessary—and if I can survive with
out them, I will,

Lo que quiero decir is that in the last 
few years of my existence, I have 
noticed most people have struggled 
to have a happy life by obtaining 
material possessions, an education, a 
career and many other things that, in 
the long run, become secondary. No 
me mal interpreten, all those things are 
good. A good education means a 
good job, which in returns means a 
good career, giving you financial 
security thus achieving some sort of

your own destiny. So either way, that 
letter applies to you as it applied to 
me.

With that in mind, I decided that 
1999 is the year to prepare myself to 
become a better human being. Y esto 
no significa que me pondre a dieta; diets 
are way overrated. It doesn't mean I 
will volunteer my time to charity— 
been there, done that. Tampoco signigi- 
fica que guardare mi dinero—no matter 
what I do, the balance in my savings 
account is always $25.

What it means is that I will try to 
be a more positive person, that I will 
look at things in as many different 
ways as possible. That when a task 
needs to be done it will be done at 
that moment and not "tomorrow."

It means that the negative energy 
people carry with them will not be 
accepted within my personal bound
aries of self-awareness. Significa que 
en lugar de concentrarme en lo ultimo de

happiness.
Pero para obtener la verdadera felici

dad, uno tiene que mirarse a si mismo y 
ver como o que hemos hecho para estar 
donde nos encontramos el dia de hoy. I'll 
bet that if I ask you to go back into 
your 1998 chapter of the The Book Of 
My Life, you'll find pages that will 
make you sad, others that will make 
you angry, or pages that will make 
you feel ashamed. Probablemente

you'll find pages que están manchadas 
de cosas que no quieres recordar, que te 
dan pena, o que simplemente tratas de 
olvidar.

This is the time to go back and 
read, analyze and allow the pages of 
your last chapter to create an emotion 
in you. If you feel like crying, cry; if 
you feel like getting angry, get angry. 
If you feel sad, be sad. If you feel 
guilty, ashamed or confused, allow 
yourself to feel that way. Porque mien
tras haces eso and while your feeling 
purge through your inside, you'll 
learn about yourself, about your life, 
about what you've done and about 
how you got were you are today.
Only then will you be able to recog
nize the good and the bad things you 
have done. Y solamente de esa manera 
podras tomar un paso adelante.

Y cuando hagas eso, you'll under
stand that material stuff, a good body, 
a perfect face, a good education, and 
a great career are only things that 
helped you survive—but not to be 
completely happy. To do that, you 
have to look within. God already has 
the chapter for 1998; it will be read to 
you the day you die. ‘

But He is giving you the chance to 
write a new chapter, so concentrate 
on writing about yourself from with
in. That way, whatever you do (write) 
in this new chapter will be with the 
purpose of achieving total happiness 
from within and with the purpose of 
excelling to a higher ground. Espero 
que este ano sea de lo mejor para todos.

I hope my message helps you start 
the new year with a positive attitude 
about yourself. Y tambien espero que de 
hoy en adelante nos lleguemos a conocer 
por medio de estas cuantas lineas que yo 
escribiré para todos los latinos que leen 
este periódico. Asi que como nos decimos 
entre muchos amigos al despedirnos: 
"Besos, abrazos y condones, y muchos 
hombres para usarlos." Hasta la próxima!

Carlos Miguel Chavarria is a freelance 
writer and educator who lives in the San 
Francisco Bay area. His work appears reg
ularly in QV  magazine.

Vidal play on Mesa 
Little Theatre bill

An alien hoping to visit the U.S. Civil War in the 1860s ends up instead in 
Virginia in the 1960s in Gore Vidal's intergalactic comedy, Visit to a Small 
Planet, on the boards through Jan. 24 at Mesa Litttle Theatre.

Stephen Arthur directs the 
production, with Chris 
Nickerson as Kreton, the visitor.
Also featured are Drew Kalen,
Larry Landon and Paula 
Conroy.

The show runs at 8 pm on 
Fridays and Saturdays, with 
Sunday matinees at 2 pm. Call 
(602)834-9500 for reservations 
and information.

C h ica g o la n d a  Je w ish  
jo k e s  head ing  fo r  P h o e n ix

Theatre League is bringing the 
one-woman show Diary of a Skokie 
Girl to the Viad Playhouse on the 
Park in downtown Phoenix, opening 
Jan. 22.

The comedy stars Caryn Bark and 
has played to rave reviews in 
Chicago for years. It's not so much a 
show as an invitation to Bark's living 
room, where she reads from her

diary and reminisces on her Jewish 
upbringing in the Chicago suburb of 
Skokie.

The show will run through Feb. 
14, with performances at 8 pm 
Fridays and Saturdays and at 2 pm 
Sundays. The Viad venue is at 1850 
North Central Avenue. Tickets are 
$19.50 and available through 
Dillard's.
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Natasha Lyonne's next big-screen appearance 
will be as a teenage lesbian in the indie But I'm  
a Cheerleader.

a budding lesbian in the black come
dy But I'm a Cheerleader which is cur
rently in production in Los Angeles.
In this independent film, Lyonne will 
play a teenager whose parents sus
pect she's gay, and send her to a 
"homosexual rehab center" to set her 
straight (as if!).

Instead, in not-so- classic girl- 
meets-girl fashion, she hooks up with 
another adolescent dyke, played by 
The Faculty's Clea Duvall. Thankfully, 
romance ensues. Campy co- stars 
include RuPaul and John Waters reg
ular Mink Stole.

Kiss M e, G uido, I 'm  a Television
Star!

Paramount Network TV and the 
producers of the 1997 popular gay 
film Kiss Me, Guido are hoping to 
make a television series based on the 
comedy about a Bronx pizza-maker- 
cum-actor and his GWM roomie.

The Gayest G uy on  
Dawson's Creek

Teen heartthrob Joshua 
Jackson, who plays teacher
bedding ladies' man Pacey on 
the WB's Dawsons Creek is 
going to show his nelly side in 
his next film.

Cruel Intentions, which is set 
to open in early March, is a 
modern-day retelling of Les 
Liasons Dangereuses. Jackson, 
who already bared his buns in 
the notorious locker room scene 
of last year's Apt Pupil, will 
play a gay drug dealer in the 
$11 million movie.

If that's not a queer enough 
reason to go see this flick, keep in 
mind that Buffy star Sarah Michelle 
Gellar will be getting some Sapphic 
action in the drama.

If that cast isn't aesthetically pleas
ing enough to lure you to the theater, 
note that also co-starring in the teen 
flick are real-life couple Reese 
Witherspoon and hottie Ryan 
Phillippe.

Battle  O f  the Cross-Dressers
The latest must-have item in 

Hollywood is a project on cross-dress
ing virgin martyr Joan of Arc.

Supermodel-tumed-actress Milla 
Jovovich (The Fifth Element) is star
ring in a $55 million version directed 
by her husband, Luc Besson about 
the young French woman who led an 
army to drive English forces out of 
France (while sporting men's clothes).

Dustin Hoffman, John 
Malkovich, and Faye Dunaway co

Rah Rah fo r  Lesbians
Busty beauty Natasha Lyonne, 

who charmed the critics last year 
with her winsome performance as a 
buxom-but-tormented teen in The 
Slums of Beverly Hills will be strutting 
her pom-poms once again.

The talented thespian is starring as

Paramount acquired the film at the 
1997 Sundance Film Festival and is 
talking to original screenwriter Tony 
Vitale about working on the pilot. 
Jonathan Axelrod and James 
Widdoes who work on the ABC sit
com Brother's Keeper will executive 
produce the new show.

No word yet if any of the 
^ original cast will continue their 
.R roles in the small screen ver- 
« sion. But fans of Nick Scotti,
 ̂ who portrayed Italian stallion 

£ Frankie in the pic, can find him 
£ on the big screen this summer,
® playing a disco devotee in 

Detroit Rock City.

star in this Sony release, which is slat
ed for November 1999.

On the television side, teenage 
actress LeeLee Sobieski, who starred 
as Elijah Wood's young bride in Deep 
Impact has signed to portray the butch 
martyr in a CBS mini-series.

Yet another feature version is in 
the works from the producers of Clear 
and Present Danger, with Mira 
Sorvino and Jacqueline Bisset 
expressing interest in the project.

Am en fo r  Showtim e
Director/poet extraordinaire Maya 

Angelou (Down In the Delta) is team
ing up with Showtime Networks to 
make a film adaptation of gay writer 
James Baldwin's 1964 play The Amen 
Comer.

The story centers on a charismatic 
female preacher in Harlem whose 
roguish jazz musician husband

D re w  Cares A b o u t Gays
Drew Carey, whose eponymous 

ABC sitcom features a recurring 
transvestite character, has champi
oned yet another gay cause.

He recently lent a helping hand to 
raise money for the Trevor Line, a sui
cide-prevention line for gay teens.

Noticeably absent from the event 
was fellow Trevor Line booster and 
former gay teen herself, Ellen 
DeGeneres (not to mention her other 
half, Anne Heche).

The reason? Most likely Ms. 
DeGeneres knew Drew would be 
there, and after dissing him in her 
recent Los Angeles Times Magazine 
interview, talking about what a pain- 
in-the-derriere Mr. Carey is, Ellen 
most likely decided to lay low for a 
while.

During the event's auction, Drew 
purchased a Victorian formal 

„ gown. This doesn't mean he's a 
= trannie-in-training, as the dressu . .s  was a diminutive size six.L-255
£ Cum m ing on the Big  
|  Screen
@ Cabaret star and Tony winner 

Alan Cumming has been com
muting from the Kit Kat Klub to 
work on some feature films.

First up is Urban Folk Tales, a 
black comedy about a man and 
his lover who are assaulted and 
seek revenge on the perpetrator 
of the hate crime. Object of My 
Affection's Tim Daly and Josh 
Hamilton co-star.

Also forthCumming is Titus, 
directed by Julie Taymor (who 
is best known for her direction 
of The Lion King on Broadway). 
Thè film is based on Titus 
Andronicus, Shakespeare's trag
ic tale about the cycle of vio
lence in the world.

Cumming is "thrilled" to be 
co-starring with Anthony 
Hopkins in the film, which is 

being shot in Rome. After production 
wraps, Cumming will be returning to 
the Kit Kat Klub.

There's Som ething A b o u t M a ry  
Jane

What hetero Hollywood hunk took 
time off from location scouting for his 
latest picture to smoke some of the 
local grown (I'm not talking about 
tobacco) with a lesbian journalist? 'Tis 
a shame she wasn't a photographer.

Romeo San Vicente, who thinks all cheer
leaders ought to be lesbians, can be 
reached in care of Heatstroke or at 
RomeoDeep@aol.com.

Dawson Creek's Joshua Jackson plays gay in 
Cruel Intentions, a retelling of Les Liasons 
Dangereuses.

returns home to die, putting her 
standing in the church in jeopardy.

Angelou hopes to start production 
early this year. To Wong Foo's Wesley 
Snipes is producing the project.

Beverly H ills  Cock
Gay British pop star George 

Michael recently revealed that the 
Beverly Hills cop who busted him for 
lewd conduct in April was "quite 
tasty."

He told Q magazine, "They don't 
send Karl Malden in there. We're not 
talking Columbo with his dick out."

Wham! Bam! Take it like a man, 
George.

24

Hours
Mon-Thurs, 9am-10pm 
Friday, 9am-8pm 
Saturday, 10am-7pm 
Sunday, 11am-6pm

yo u r #1 place fo r a g rea t tan  

N o A ppoin tm ent Necessary

Mention this ad for 
6 tans for $2000or 1 month of 

unlimited tanning for $37“ ^

947-2662
7113 E. McDowell Rd., Scottsdale
(SW Corner of Scottsdale Rd. & McDowell 

in Papago Plaza)

O  C O U N T R Y  p re s e n ts  ~  “B a d  H a ir  D a y ”

Yo u r  Favo r ite  S h o es  A r e  
M iss in g  ~  CHAOS!

Yo u r  Ha ir  Has  De v e lo p e d  A  M ind 
Of Its  Own ~  INSANITY! 

Getting  t h e  B est  Co f f e e  in t h e  
PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN 

CAR ~  PEACE O F  MIND 
Do n ’t  le t  A “ BAD HAIR DAY” 
COME BETWEEN YOU AND YOUR 

FAVORrrE ESPRESSO!

Hours
Mon ~  Wed, 6am-8pm 
Thurs ~  Sat, 6am- 10pm 
Sunday, 7am-6pm

994-5110
1422 N. Scottsdale Rd., Scottsdale 

(SW Comer of Scottsdale Rd. & 
McDowell in Papago Plaza)

mailto:RomeoDeep@aol.com
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K a n s a s  C i t y
Although Kansas City is the clos

est major city to the geographic center 
of America, this highly underappreci
ated city is off the beaten tourist path. 
Ironically, its centrality obscures 
Kansas City from the rest of the coun
try.

If the United States were a feature 
film, America's Heartland would be 
the part where everybody gets up 
and goes to the bathroom. This lack 
of attention seems not to ruffle locals, 
who are far too busy enjoying them
selves to care what coastal snobs 
think of their fine city.

In fact, this is one of the most 
delightful cities in America. Hilly, 
green, laced with parks, and with 
more fountains than any city but 
Rome, it is blessed with vibrant 
neighborhoods.

The cost of living is not only rea
sonable, it's shockingF/Tow. Gays and 
lesbians maintain clear, if not high, 
visibility in several neighborhoods 
and are rarely the target of grand- 
standing right-wing politicians.

The metro region is the size of 
Connecticut, but the chunk of Kansas 
City you'll want to focus on compris
es several historic neighborhoods 
extending south from the Missouri 
River.

Downtown is near the river, and as 
you head farther south you'll

encounter the charming and gay- 
friendly neighborhoods of Westport 
and the Country Club Plaza. 
Although part of the metro area falls

in Kansas, most of the attractions and 
amusements are in Missouri.

You could easily spend an after
noon exploring the well-preserved 
warehouse district, which consists of 
historic Old City Market and its food 
stalls and cafes, and the Arabia 
Steamboat Museum, a hulking 1856 
paddlewheeler that was found almost 
perfectly intact in 
1988—sunken below 
40 feet of river mud.

Downtown is 
home to the usual 
office blocks and 
shops, as well as the 
neo-Palladian Folly 
Theater, a salvaged 
burlesque house, 
which presents a 
variety of theatrical 
and musical produc
tions, and is the fre
quent host to the gay 
men's chorus.

For a memorable 
pretheater meal, dine 
at the Savoy Grill, a 
sophisticated Old 
World restaurant 
that was featured in 
the Paul Newman 
film, Mr. and Mrs.
Bridge.

The most popular 
men's nightclub 
downtown, the Dixie 
Bell (aka "the DB") 
moved across the 
street at the end of 
1998 and into a mas
sive new space now 
called the Dixie Bell 
Warehouse 
Complex; it contin
ues to draw a wide 
range of guys, from leather bears io 
pretty boys on the make.

A block away, lesbians favor 
Tootsie's, a cavernous disco set inside 
an intriguing high-ceilinged historic 

building.
Kansas 

City's best- 
known indus
try, Hallmark 
Cards, is head
quartered at 
the Crown 
Center, a shop
ping and 
entertainment 
complex. You 
can tour the 
Hallmark 

Visitors Center, a museum and senti
mental superstore.

Not far from here, beginning 
around 23rd Street and Troost

Avenue, you'll come upon the north
ernmost of the city's queer-identified 
neighborhoods.

Nicknamed Womyntown in the 
early '70s , this feminist and lesbian 
community was founded on a shared 
vision of cooperative living (and, of 
course, monthly potluck suppers). In 
recent years a few groovy gays and

straights have settled here, too.
A bit south you'll enter Lower 

Mid town, a residential district that 
includes Westport, the Country Club 
Plaza, and Brookside Plaza.

Westport is an artsy, picturesque 
community with old-fashioned lamp- 
posts, Victorian buildings, offbeat 
shops, bars, and neighborhood cafes, 
including the queer-popular Comer 
Restaurant, famous for its hearty 
breakfasts and lunches, and the funky 
Planet Cafe coffeehouse.

On Thursday nights, it seems as 
though every queer in town drops by 
an otherwise-straight megadisco,
Club Atlantis.

Always-gay Westport favorites 
include Missie B's, a locals joint with 
lively drag shows; the Otherside, a 
dishy cocktail lounge that's especially 
popular with the over-40 male set; 
and Sidekicks, a mostly male but les

bian-friendly country-western dance 
hall.

A few blocks south is America's 
first planned shopping center,
Country Club Plaza, a 55-acre 
Spanish-style district of ornate build
ings patterned after K.C.'s sister city, 
Seville, Spain.

A feast of fountains, sculptures, 
murals, mosaics, and 
elaborate archways, the 
Plaza was designed in 
1922 and has been accent
ed with new works of art 
every few years since.

The Plaza overlooks 
Brush Creek, a 6-mile- 
long park with a land
scaped promenade on 
either side and bridges.

Of the many fine 
restaurants around the 
Plaza, two stand out in 
particular. Canyon Cafe 
serves outstanding 
Southwestern fare such 
as grilled yellowfin tuna 
topped with sliced avoca
do and a piquant chipotle 
sauce; and romantic but 
affordable Osteria II 
Centro offers delicious 
northern Italian fare, 
from light pastas to a 
memorable panzanella 
(Tuscan bread salad with 
grilled chicken).

Set in nearby South 
Moreland Park, the 
Nelson-Atkins Museum 
of Art has works by 
Rodin, Rubens, Van 
Gogh, and Rembrandt; 
one of the best Asian art 
collections in North 

•America; and the 17-acre 
Henry Moore sculpture garden, 
which trails behind the Nelson.

Across the street is the city's most 
popular cmise and dance bar (and 

* also the largest gay club in the 
Midwest), Club Cabaret, the perform
ing home of Flo, one of the funniest 
drag performers you'll ever see.

When you've had enough dancing 
and partying, be sure to do as the 
local queers do and pay a visit to 
'50s-inspired Otto's Malt Shop, which 

#is open 24/7 and serves the most lus
cious malted milkshakes you'll ever 
have the pleasure of sucking down.

Andrew Collins authored the greatly 
expanded second edition of Fodor's Gay 
Guide to the USA, as well as six gay guides 
covering the West Coast, New York City, 
South Florida, and Amsterdam. He can be 
reached in care of Heatstroke or at gay- 
fodors@aol.com.

The cost o f  liv in g  in  Kansas C ity  is 
n o t on ly  reasonable, it's shockingly  
low . Gays a n d  lesbians m ain ta in  
clear, i f  n o t high, v is ib ility  in  several 
neighborhoods a n d  are  rare ly  the  
target o f  grandstanding rig h t-w in g  
po litic ians.

The dramatic buildings of Kansas City's Country Club Plaza, America's 
first planned shopping center, were patterned after the architecture of 
Seville, Spain.

Luxurious guest quarters
ail with courtesy kitchens

Heated pool and spa
clothing optional

Continental Breakfasts
complimentary, of course

arm Sands

800/806-9059
www.tmcchanal.net

Bookst
24 W. Camelback Phoenix, AZ 85013 602.266.BOOK

mailto:gay-fodors@aol.com
mailto:gay-fodors@aol.com
http://www.tmcchanal.net
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The Mostly Unfabulcus Social Life ot Green by Eric Orner

He has a s m a r t-a le c k  cat n am ed  
L u cy an d  a s h a r p -to n g u e d , lesb ian  

n e ig h b o r  n am e d  C h a rlo tte  w h o  
loves him , an d  m akes th e nastiest  

le n til soup in  tow n.

These are th e stories o f E th an  Green, 
a r u n - o f - t h e - m i l l ,  a v e r a g e  g a y  

g u y  d o in g  his best to co p e w ith  life  
in  th e  g a y  gh etto.

He has d o tin g  d r a g  qu een  au n ties  
ca lle d  th e H at Sisters, a M o m  w h o  

w ish es he w o u ld  d ate som eon e w ith  
a fin a n c ia l future...

JZT WAS LABOR PAYAT I THE OLP ToWH APT FAIR. 
|H?6-̂ vRAUHTy-HEBE 
ll*e9RIAT<?jLHER£S’ «5i WOPNPWPEWJoYÌĤaI,OV-} ecv Trio OF EB»R* «“.EH low A Sailboat owe kepT 
Vlw BELmokt

He has all th e  w r o n g  fu rniture, last  
season's le a th e r boots, an d  a best 

fr ie n d  n a m e d  B u ck y  w h o  h a lf  th e  
c ity  w a n ts  to take to bed...

... an d  a job w o r k in g  for th e city's  
low est rated, p e rp e tu a lly  in accu rate, 

Y id d ish  sp eak in g  TV w eath erm an .

He has a co m p le te ly  lo v e ly  an d  sw eet 
natured, o n -a g a in  o ff  a g a in  

b o y frie n d  n a m e d  D o u g  w h o  is as 
co m m itm e n t sh y as h e  is devoted, 

an d  a sexy b u t d evio u s tr ic k  n a m e d  
E tien ne w h o ’s ce le b ra te d  as a c h e f  in  

M o n trea l an d  w a n te d  in  the. states  
for d r u g  possession...

: M

i l
He's h a p p y  to w e lc o m e  y o u  to th is  
Space in  th e n ew sp ap er, an d  h o p es  

to see y o u  here n e xt w e e k  in  th e  
M o stly  U n fa b u lo u s S o cial Life o f  

E th an  G reen.

ta k e  Good care  o fo u r  
>» iDDMGHTCRr NouJ
ANO SEND 00R LOVE To 
VOUR B & m m  AND JOEY.

Now, Now. HEARM/eARSEE, WE WERE ACTUALLY
Vo ir  eat mer  o j f j t h in k in g  t h a t  if  it  i

l . ****** 'J %POSSIBLE TO CHANGE J
o n e 's  SEXUAUtV... Æ

B M U R R A p p /U)ELL ,VoV MIGHT 
WANT To LOOK 

IN T O  IT .

that rem in d s i c .m a w  a n n . weVe been
REARING IN THE NEWS A B O L ft A LOT
GAYS Going STRAIGHT utElV, and loE.

WONDERING.

A  C o u p le
o f  guys

- ..— : acpiofguys@aoi.com

AND VOU'RE WONDERING IF  ERIC  
GAN JUST *G o  STRAIGHT,*' t o o , huh? 

I THOUGHT Vou GU^G HAD ACCEPTED
* *  -m e fact that e r ic . .  ^

------------ --------------M r  ■ r l ~ * *

Tplfi/clfch. Ont by Alison Bechdcl

leadership
vacuum

© 1999 By ALISON B&CHP&L

BUT Tft£N CLIWTON p£ - 
CIDFDTO Buy .SOMETIME 
&  BLOWING VF BAGHDAD, 
5o IT WAS BACKToViZ. 
UH...PMW/N6 &CAZP.

mailto:acpiofguys@aoi.com
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Ò^Luti^ns
ti? Individual 6 Relationship Problems

Conrad Ph D.
J^an Parsons. Ph.D.

E>ob f  ernie. Ph.D.
Licensed P sy ch olog ists P hone GOZ ZÒO ZO Z3

5 7 2 7  N«?rth òfiV̂ nth ótr<2<?t Òuite \00 
Phoenix. Arizona 830\ A  
w W i zpsychology.com

P R O f e s s io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n
T h e  V a lle y  o f  Che S o n 's

G a y , Le sb ia n , a n d  G ay-Fn tien ô ly  C h a m e b e w  o f  C o m m e n c e

F O R  IN F O R M A T IO N  f t  E V E N T S

(602) 225 -8 444

S to rn e  L . S h iv e ly , P h D
Licensed C lin ica l Psychologist
Psychotherapy and Treatment of
Anxiety, Depression, Stress, Pain

E L E C T R I C A L

TOI

A f f i ?
i i © ( j

Nigh! 
24 Houi

F aa

H STINSON

• All Electrical Related Services 
• Indoor/Outdoor Lighting 

• Signage / Neon
• Commercial • Industrial • Residential

t Clubs / Restaurants / Retail 
’ Emergency Response Available

ilities M aintenance Company

24Hr. Message Transfer (602)265-7048

Now
H irin g

Chute is 
now accepting 
applications for 
part-time help

C a ll 234-1654  
A sk  fo r P a trick

C h u c k
th e

M echan ic
T h e  M e c h a n i c  

W h o  C o m e s  t o  

Y O U

2 6 5 - 7 0 8 3
6 6 0 - 1 5 7 2

Pager

M a r t ia l A r ts  
In s tru c t io n

David Arceneaux
(602) 331-1230

Tora Ryugi • Ju-Jitsu, Founder 
Yoshlmlshinki Ryugi (10 Dan) 

Okinawan Karate (6 Dan) 
Judo (4 Dan)

Private/Group Lessons 
Japanese Weaponry 

Okinawan Kabuto

Don Williams Builders Inc.
“One call does it all”

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL • REMODELING 
ELECTRICAL « MASONRY • CARPETING • PLUMBING 

PAINT • DRYWALL REPAIR • WALLPAPER 
FLOOR COVERING

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
LICENSED • BONDED

PHOENIX & SCOTTSDALE HOME MESA • TEMPE • CHANDLER

2 4 6 - 8 5 9 1  2 4 6 - 1 3 2 5  2 4 9 - 3 4 0 0
________________________. .M o b il : 7 5 0 - 3 8 4 9

1 Dozen 
Jfcash & c a rry  Vi

OMMUNI 
LOM5T

Roses
$9" ^¿^Full Service Florist • Delivery Worldwide

14747  N . Central Ave. PH: 602/266-66481
1-877-239-6846

Diane E. D’Angelo, M.C., C.P.C.
Individual, Relationship, and Group Therapy

• Care for Caregivers
• Abuse Recovery
• Chemical Dependency Issues

1855 E. Northern 
Phoenix. A2 85020 

(602) 997-8199 
Fax: (602) 264-0914 

E-mall:dedQng©lo@aol.com

Southwestern 
Gestalt Center

Member American Counseling Association

“ D e a h  C o w b o y " A  R B G U L A H  A D V I C E  
COUÜGMIV

rawhide but gentle as a poet. Ask him anything. Calmer 
and wiser than most of us, he's full of strong coffee and 
good advice. And he never squints into 

Send your questions to "Dear Cowboy,c/o  
Heatstroke, P.O, Box 33430, Phoenix, AZ, or e-mail to alka- 
iphx@aoi.com — we'll pass them along to the wise one 
for you,l , J T  r3L>

' Nv '.M. fit- . V W.

Dear Cowboy,
I'm dating a guy I  tricked with 

about ten years ago and he doesn't 
remember it.

It happened at a sex party in LA 
back in my wilder days. It  was basi
cally what you'd call dm anonymous 
encounter, but we definitely did it. He 
moved to Phoenix last year and we 
were re-introduped at a party in 
November. I  figured out who he was 
right away, put since he didn't say 
anything I didn't either.

He's nice, stable, good looking, 
and we've been out a few  times. I  
assumed he'd remember me once we 
got down to the sex, but no—we've

already done that twice and he still 
has no clue. He's still interested in 
me. Should I remind him or let it go?

Signed, Wild Past

Dear Past,
By all means, tell him. secrets are 

never good for a cowboy's soul, and 
the secret you've got tucked in your 
saddlebags affects him directly

If you aren't interested in him as a 
potential partner down the long-term 
trail, then it'll make for a funny 
campfire story. And if you are both 
interested in more than just a quick 
ride around the arena, you ought to 
start things off openly and honestly

and 'fess up.
Keep it light—no need for a big, 

dramatic scene. It sounds like he was 
no less wild than you were, anyway.

Dear Cowboy,
I  always hear w hat a good idea it 

is to meet people away from  bars, but 
how do you know i f  someone is gay 
when you are out in the real world?

Here's a few  examples: There's a 
really cute guy at Home Depot who is 
always friendly and seems interested 
in me. There's another guy at the 
sandwich/coffee house I  go to, and he 
has a rainbow sticker on his car.

Another guy I really like always 
waits on me at Walgreen's and some
times I go there just to buy one thing 
so I  can say Hi to him.

My friend says all you can do is 
keep going to gay bars and see i f  they 
ever turn up.

Is there a better way to find out i f  
they are into guys or i f  they are single 
and available, without embarrassing 
myself?

Signed, Lots o f  Crushes

Dear Crushes,
I think the case of the rainbow flag 

guy is a pretty sure bet, so muster up 
some backbone and ask him some
thing simple, like, "I noticed your 
sticker, but I've never seen you out. 
What do you like to do when you're 
not slinging sandwiches?" See where 
that leads conversation-wise, and go 
from there.

As far as the other friendly sales
men, how you proceed depends on 
what you consider "embarrassing 
yourself". If the guy says he straight, 
do you run out screaming and never 
shop there again? Or can you say 
something like, "Lucky for your girl
friend, just thought I'd ask," and 
walk away?

You might try wearing a Pride 
t-shirt or cap next time you head to 
the Home Depot, and see if outing 
yourself that way gets you anywhere.

Like I always say, be yourself 
wherever you go, hold no expecta
tions, and you'll connect with all 
kinds of people.

mailto:lo@aol.com
mailto:alka-iphx@aoi.com
mailto:alka-iphx@aoi.com
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B
dibles

A. P(X)kie’s
4540 N. 7th St. 
Phoenix 277-2121

B. Industria Supper Club 
7107 E. McDowell 
Scottsdale 874-2585

C. Espresso Gxintry 
1422 N. Scottsdale Rd. 
Scottsdale 994-5110

'¡bâtions

Ain’t Nobody’s Bizness 
3031 E. Indian Schœl 
Phoenix 224-9977

Amsterdam
718 North Central Ave. 
Phoenix 258-6122

Apollo’s
5749 N. 7th Street 
Phoenix 277-9373

B œ t Camp 
3702 N. 7th St.
Phoenix 212-9888

BS
7125 5th Avenue 
Scottsdale 945-9028

The Bunkhouse 
4428 N. 7th Ave. 
Phoenix

Cash Inn
2140 E. McDowell
Phoenix 244-9943

8. Charlie’s
727 W. Camelback 
Phoenix 265-0224

9. Club Roxy 
4343 N. 7th Ave.
Phoenix 285-9200

10. Crowbar
702 N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix 258-8343

11. Cruisin’ Central
1011 N.Central Ave. 
Phoenix 253-3376

12. The Rose
44301 N. 7th Ave. 
Phoenix 265-3233

13. Harley’s Club 155 
Harley’s Too!
155 &  125 W. Camelback 
Phoenix 274-8505

14. Incognito 
2424 E. Thomas 
Phoenix 955-9805

15. JC sFunO ne  
5542 N. 43rd Ave. 
Glendale 939-0528

16. Johnny Mc's
138 W. Camelback 
Phoenix 266-0875

17. Marlys’
15615 Cave Creek 
Phoenix 867-2463

18. The Mill
3300 S. Price Rd.
Tempe 756-2480 
(101 loop &  Southern)

19. Nasty’s Sports Bar 
3108 E  McDowell 
Phoenix 267-8707

20. NuTowne
5002 E  Van Buren 
Phoenix 267-9959

21. Paco Paco 
3045 N. 16th St.
Phoenix 263-8424

22. The Park
3002 N. 24th Street 
Phoenix 957-6055

23. Roscoe’s on 7th 
4531 N. 7th St. 
Phoenix 285-0833

24- Shœterz
998 E. Indian School 
Phoenix 266-5640

25. 307 Lounge 
222 E. Rœsevelt 
Phoenix 252-0001

26. TRAX
1724 E. McDowell 
Phoenix 254-0231

27. Waterhole
8830 N. 43rd Ave 
Glendale 937-3139

28. Wink’s
5707 N. 7th St. 
Phoenix 265-9002

29. Scandals
4132 E. McDowell 
Phoenix 275-3509

34. Obelisk B(X)ks
24 West Camelback 
Phoenix 266-Book

35. Movies on Central 
4700 N. Central,#121 
Phoenix 274-0994

36. Tuff Stuff
1714 E. McDowell Rd.

g u b s

Phoenix 254-9651
40. Chute

1440 E. Indian School 
Phoenix 234-1654

41. Flex
1517 S. Black Canyonculture

stapies
30. The Adult Shoppe 

111S. 24th Street 
Phoenix 306-1130  
2345 W. Holly S t  
Phoenix 253-7126

31. The Bam Adult Shop 
5021 W  Indian School 
Phoenix 245-3008

32. Book Cellar
4029 E  Washington 
Phoenix 275-0015 
(other Valley locations)

33. Castle Boutique 
5501 E. Washington 
Phoenix 231-9837
(3 other Valley Icxations)

Phoenix 271-9011
60. America West Arena 

201 E. Jefferson 
Phoenix 379-7800

61. AZ Hall of Fame Museum 
1101 W. Washington 
Phoenix 255-2110

62. AZ Historical Society 
Museum
1300 N. Gfflege 
Tempe 929-0292

63. AZ Mining &  Mineral 
Museum
1502 W. Washington 
Phoenix 255-3791

64. AZ Science Center 
600 E. Washington 
Phoenix 716-2000

65. AZ State Capitol Museum 
1700 W. Washington 
Phoenix 542-4675

66. ASU Art Museum 
Nelson Fine Arts Center 
Mill Ave. &  10th Street 
Tempe 965-2787

67. ASU Gammage Center 
Apache &  Mill Ave.
Tempe 965-3434

68. Blœkbuster Desert Sky 
Pavillion
2121 N. 83rd Ave.
Phoenix 254-7499

69. Celebrity Theater 
440 N. 32nd Street 
Phoenix 267-9373

70. Heard Museum 
22 E. Monte Vista 
Phoenix 252-8848

71. Herberger Theater 
222 E. Monroe 
Phoenix 254-7399

72. Orpheum Theatre 
203 W. Adams 
Phoenix 262-7272

73. Phoenix Art Museum 
1624 N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix 257-1222

74. Phoenix Central Library 
1221 N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix 262-4636

75. Phoenix Civic Plaza 
225 E. Adams St.
Phoenix 262-6225

76. Phoenix Symphony Hall 
225 E. Adams 
Phoenix 262-6225

77. Phoenix Museum of History 
105 N. 5th Street 
Phoenix 253-2734

78. Phoenix Theatre 
100 E. McDowell 
Phoenix 254-2151

79. Planet Earth Multi-Cultural 
Theatre
909 N. 3rd Street 
Phoenix 241-1821

80. Union Hall
512 E. Van Buren

Outdoors

Phoenix 253-7100
81. Desert Botanical Garden 

1201 N. Galvin Pkwy 
Phoenix 941-1217

82. Margaret T. Hance Park 
3rd St. to 3rd Ave. between 
McDowell &  Roosevelt 
Phoenix 534-2406

83. North Mountain Park &. 
Preserve
10600 N. 7th St.
Phoenix 262-6696

84. Papago Park
Van Buren &. Galvin Pkwy 
Phoenix 256-3220

85. Phoenix Zcx)
455 N. Galvin Pkwy 
Phoenix 273-1431

86. Pueblo Grande Museum 
4619 E. Washington 
Phoenix 495-0900

87. Squaw Peak Park 
2701 E SquawPeak Dr 
Phoenix 262-6696

88. South Mountain Park 
10919 S. Central Ave. 
Phoenix 495-0222

Finding it in Phoenix
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A i d s  S e r v i c e s

AGAPE Network 
P.O.Box 32778
Phoenix, AZ 85064 234-6143

AIDS Project Arizona
111 E. Camelback
Phoenix, AZ 85012 265-2437

A Place Called Home 
3431W. Thundetbird #13-403 
Phoenix, AZ 85023 942-1572

Arizona AIDS Information Line 
24 W. Camelback Rd., Suite C 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 . 234-2752

Arizona AIDS Policy Alliance 
6523 N. 14th St., #112 
Phoenix, AZ 85014 279-4805

AZ AIDS Services for the Deaf 
111 E. Camelback 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 265-9953

Aunt Rita’s Foundation 
5501N. 7th Ave#215 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 279-0716

Coalition of Meal Providers 
992-6593

HIV Care Directions 
1366 E. Thomas#105 
Phoenix, AZ 85014 . 264-2273

Indian Community Health Setv. 
1427 N. 3rd St. #100 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 254-0456

loshua Tree Feeding Program 
P.O.Box 7056
Phoenix, AZ 85011 2644)223

MALTA Center
3033AN. 7thAve
Phoenix, AZ 85013 212-0222

Maricopa County Health Dept. 
1825 E. Roosevelt 
Phoenix, AZ 85006 506-6900

Planned Parenthood 
5651N. 7th St.
Phoenix, AZ85016 277-7526

Phx. Body Positive
4021N. 30th St. #2
Phoenix, AZ 85016 9554673

Phx. Shanti Group
2020 W. Indian School Rd.#53
Phoenix, AZ 85015 2794)008

Terras, Inc.
320 E. Virginia Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85004 234-8900

Volunteers in Direct Aid 
P.O.Box 40476
Phoenix, AZ 85067 279-8432

Wellness Center
1840 W. Maryland, Suite E
Phoenix, AZ 85016 8644)710

B l i t i c a l  A c t io n  
&  E d u c a t io n

American Civil Liberties Union 
P.O.Box 17148
Phoenix, AZ85011 650-1967

Arizona Central Pride 
P.O.Box 26139
Tempe, AZ 85285 279-1771

Arizona Human Rights Fund 
P.O.Box 25044
Phoenix, AZ 85002 6504)900

Arizonans for Fairness 
P.O.Box 34766
Phoenix, AZ 85067 265-7283

AZ Democratic Party 
Gay & Lesbian Caucus 
2005 N. Central #180 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 257-9136

Feminist Lesbian Activist 
Coalition 
P.O.Box 26031
Tempe, AZ85285 9664521

Lesbian & Gay Putte Awareness 
Project
P.O.Box 60881
Phoenix, AZ 85082 351-3080

Log Cabin Republicans 
P.O.Box 60994
Phoenix, AZ 85082 428-3596

Maricopa Cty. Libertarian Party 
P.O. Brat 501
Phoenix, AZ 85001 248-8425

S o d a i  &  S u p p o r t  
G r o u p s

Alpha Zeta—Crossdressers Supp 
A Rose—Transgender Support 
PO Box 1738
Tempe, AZ 85280 488-0939

APEX-AZ Power Exchange 
apex@xroads.com 415-1Î23

Arizona 2-somes 277-8796

, Arizona Nude Dudes 
P.O.Box 32776 
Phoenix, AZ 85064

Bears of the Arizona Desert 
4133 E. Campbell Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85018 345-8755

Copperstate Leathermen 
P.O.Box 40472 
Phoenix, AZ 85067

Delta Lambda Phi - Phoenix 
903 S. Rural Rd., Suite 101-317

The Community Center 
and Youth Services 265-7283 
Lesbian & Gay Community 
Switchboard 234-2752 
24 W. Camelback Rd., Suite C 
POBox 33367

Gentle Shepherd MCC 
PO Box 33758
Phoenix, AZ 85067 285-9020

Goddess Womyn’s Network 
P.O.Box 17312

Charlie’s Renegades 
P.O. Box 17602
Phoenix, AZ 85011 277-9142

Desert Adventures 
PO Box 2008

Tempe,AZ 85281 248-5270 Phoenix, AZ 85067-3367 Phoenix, AZ 85011 266-4111 Phoenix, AZ 85001 266-GAMP

Desert Adventures
B o f e s s i o n a l

Healing Waters Ministries Desert Valley Scjuares
P.O. Box 2008 225 W.University,105 P.O. Box 34615
Phoenix, AZ 85001 266-2267 O r g a n iz a t io n s Tempe,AZ 85281 8948681 Phoenix, AZ 85067 2480048

Entre Nosotros Camelback Business & Lutherans Concerned Gay League Association of Darts
546 E. Osborn, #22 Professional Association P.O. Box 7519 P.O. Box 63251
Phoenix 85012 2850970 P.O. Box 2097 Phoenix, AZ 85011 870-3611 Phoenix, AZ 85082

Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual 
Veterans of America, Phoenix 
864-6092; pglbva@aol.com

Girth and Mirth of AZ 
P.O. Box 16605
Phoenix, AZ 85011 655-8229

The Leatheriords 254-9651

Lesbian & Gay Alanon 
2622 N. 16th Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85006 5484)936

Los Amigos del Sol (LADS)
PO Box 27335
Phoenix, AZ 85061 997-2411

Parents & Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays 
P.O. Box 37525
Phoenix, AZ 85069 843-1404

The Phoenix Bears 
POBox 9627
Tempe, AZ 85068 216-8000

Project IifeGuard 
Project Q 
TRIBE
4700 N. Central,#204 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 266-7233

Phoenix, AZ 85001 225-8444

R e l i g i o u s  &  
S p i r i t u a l  
O r g a n iz a t io n s

Affirmation (Gay Mormons)
P.O. Box 26601 
Tempe, AZ 85285

Asbury United MethodistChurch 
1601W Indian School 
Phoenix, AZ 85015 279-2369

AVIV of Arizona 
PO Box 66904
Phoenix, AZ 85082 952-1612

Casa De Cristo 
1029 E. Turney 
Phoenix, AZ 85014 265-2831

Community Church of'Hope 
4400 N. Central
Phoenix, AZ 85014 234-2180

Dignity and Integrity 
P.O. Box 60953 
Phoenix, AZ 85082 
222-8664

/ (

Presbyterians for Lesbians & 
Gays
P.O. Box 61162
Phoenix, AZ 85082 2754)506

Southwest Miracles Center 
3644 E. McDowell 
Phoenix, AZ 85008 244-9001

Unitarian Universalist Congreg. 
4027 E. Lincoln Dr.
Paradise Valley, AZ 85283 
840-8400

Valley Unitarian Universalist Ch. * 
1700 W. Warner Rd.
Chandler, AZ 85224 899-4249

Western Orthodox 
Catholic Church 
241-9776 pasisozi@cris.com

Mu s ic , S p o r ts  
&  H o b b ie s

Arizona Gay Rodeo Association 
P.O. Box 16363
Phoenix, AZ 85011 265-0618

Cactus Cities Softball League 
POBox 45101
Phoenix, AZ 85064 848-8562

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Social 
Tennis Club 2794)709

Grand Canyon Men’s Chorale 
P.O. Box 16462
Phoenix, AZ 85011 340-7640

Lambda Car Club 
P.O. Box 36211
Phoenix, AZ 85067 409-3160

Phoenix Unified Gay Bowling 
Alliance (PUGBA)
PO Box 44422
Phoenix,-AZ 85064 246-9643

Spartan Wrestling Club-340-8070 
e-mail: mattbims@aol.com

Sunburst Squares *
727 W. Camelback 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 2654)224

Team Arizona
P.O. Box 36431
Phoenix, AZ 85067 464-1461

TIC Chorale 
PO Box 37855
Phoenix, AZ 85069 878-5430

Valley of the Sun Comm’ty Band 
Jayne: 9474)907; Terry: 954-9244

» — „ , w  ...... 1 , V "■ -..............  1 ..................

ACROSS
1 Nick a t ___
5 "Amazing" guy 

10 Pansy Division products
13 Sharif of Funny G irl

14 1987 Peace Prize recipient Oscar
15 The Crying Came star Stephen

16 is barely attached, to a switch-hitter?
19 Lumberjack's tool

20 Blood-typing system

21 They might have pictures of naked men on 

them
23 Mapplethorpe exhibit org.

24 Be way off, to a switch-hitter?
28 B y___of (through the force of)

30 What a dentist says before using his tool

31 Go?ten a load of

32 Reiner's All in the Family role

35 "Take___from me"
37 Rolling Stones hit, to a switch-hitter?
41 Model Macpherson

42 Hans Christian Andersen's birthplace

45 Half> or Moore
49 ___Coast (Provincetown's locale)
51 What you say when you need it NO W
52 Words of skepticism, to a switch-hitter?
56 Dir. from San Francisco to Salt Lake City
57 Blade seen on television
58 Swelled head
59 B-F linkup
60 Risk-free sale arrangement, to a switch-hit

ter?

65 Eternity, but not the cologne
66 It may be in the closet
67 They do it for money
68 Winter mo.

69 Out, Out poet Robert
70 Cybersex medium

D O W N
1 "Look, M a ,___!"
2 Shout of success
3 Its capital is Dodoma
4 Unit of work
5 New York's Sharon Kleinbaum, e.g.

6 Melodious composition
7 Bay Area black lesbian collective
8 "Can't Help Lovin'___Man"

9 Suffix with boy or girl

10 Donut shop supply
11 Sweetie pie
12 A barebacker doesn't use one

17 "Sugar Don't Bite" singer Harris

18 "His master's voice" company 

22 Capitol Hill VIP
25 Most meager
26 "A ll___are off!"

27 Architect Jones
29 Ru Paul and Milton Berle, for short 
33 Suffix with Sodom

34 Ellen DeGeneres or Nathan Lane, e.g.

36 It might burst and eject its seed

38 Jai___
39 Arthur in Maude
40 Like many closet cases
43 Up the___(1972 Streisand comedy)

44 He tries to attack you with his blade
45 Go down deep
46 Worked on XY, e.g.
47 Jm. J. Bullock, on Too Close For Comfort
48 Together, as the picture and the soundtrack

50 "___no place like home"
53 Where three men rub-a-dub-dubbed
54 Hollywood ass-kisser

55 Word after "boy" or "sex"
61 Fairy's relative
62 It may be topped by an angel on Christmas
63 One of Two Virgins
64 ___for (choose)
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Solution to last issue's Q  Puzzle: 
"The Black Stripe in the Rainbow."

mailto:apex@xroads.com
mailto:pglbva@aol.com
mailto:pasisozi@cris.com
mailto:mattbims@aol.com
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By Deane Jaye, H eatstroke Contributor

Capricorn (December 21 - January 
20)
Sally Bowles had the right idea with 
that whole bit about life being a. 
cabaret and all, so take advantage of 
the festive season. Put down your 
book and your broom and get out 
where it's all happening. Travel is a 
great idea this month. Head some
where exotic where the people have 
attitudes to match. It's no time to be 
stingy—you'll recoup your investment 
tenfold in good w ill if you plan the 
trip properly.

Aquarius (January 21 - February 20)
You can screw and you can screw, 
but if the light bulb is burned out, 
then no amount of turning in that old 
socket w ill get it to light up, not ever 
again. Think about how this applies to 
your recent relationships, Aquarius. 
Then throw away what isn't working 
and find a replacement the same way 
you found the last one. You'll be 
drawn to hearth and home around the 
20th—snuggle up with a cup of 
cocoa and reflect.

Pisces (February 21 - March 20)
Knock, knock, anybody home? You're 
trying to play the part of the hostess 
with the mostest but you can't seem 
to get the place together long enough 
to enjoy yourself, sit down, and be 
entertaining. Move those moving 
plans back a week if need be and 
you're more likely to see results you 
can live with. A Scorpio native who 
rarely seems to be on your level has 
something interesting to share with 
you. Pay attention.

Aries (March 21 - April 20)
Grab the remote and press "pause". 
The people you work with—or some 
other associates on your periphery— 
are complaining about your lack of 
spontaneity these days. But don't 
make any life altering decisions with
out weighing your long range goals 
against the possible—and keep in 
mind, that's possible—short term ben
efits. A short trip on or around the 
18th could prove to be financially 
rewarding.

Taurus (April 21 - May 20)
That triangular yellow sign flashing in 
your head means "Yield", baby. Your 
normally steady nature is in a weird 
stop-and-go mode these days. Give 
up a little of the right of way unless 
you're prepared to crash. Try to learn 
from past mistakes, and behave with 
a modicum.of restraint when the 
argument fails to go your wak There's 
love and romance in the picture after 
the 22nd if you're willing to but your 
pride aside.

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
A lot of extra attention may doon be 
directed your way, either in the work
place or within your circle of friends. 
So rise to the occasion when the 
accolades do come, and try to at least 
act as though you knew what you 
were doing all along. You'll be in the 
mood for something reckless and over 
the top when the celebrating com
mences, so watch that tendency 
toward overindulgence and know 
when to ask for help.

Cancer (June 21 - July 20)
I can't hold 'er. much longer, Captain! 
Your ship is moving toward your goals 
at warp speed this month (well, it's 
warp speed for you, anyway) and you 
may be in danger of getting a little 
sloppy around the relationship edges 
along the way. Take time out to 
breathe deep and regroup before you 
crash into a Klingon. A Sagittarius 
friend could help out— if anyone 
knows about deep breathing and 
relaxation, it's Sagittarius.

Leo (July 21 - August 20)
You have a great deal of untapped 
potential in reserve this month, and 
chances are you'll make an impres
sion on someone special once you 
tap into the deepest well of your 
resources. It's probably a good idea to 
take it slowly so that you remain in 
control. Speaking of control, your 
home situation w ill likely benefit from 
changes you'll instigate after the 15th. 
A day trip under a sunny sky should 
do wonders.

Virgo (August 21 - September 20)
Stand real close to the mirror and 
squint. Now raise your eyebrows high 
and look at your forehead. This is 
what we like to call reading between 
the lines, Virgo, and your nagging 
vanity could force you to see some 
things that you aren't prepared to deal 
with later in the month. To cure the 
blahs induced by this shattering brush 
with self-inspection, try hanging out 
with people who are in worse shape 
than yourself.

Libra (September 21 - October 20)
Someone who looks to you for inspi
ration and advice is in need of your 
encouragement, particularly after the 
weekend of the 15th when it appears 
as though you are in complete con
trol. Don't pull out the glamour 
length nails and burst their bubble. 
Instead, apply yourself to the question 
and provide the answers as best you 
can. You may surprise yourself. And if 
it doesn't work out, you can always 
laugh it off.

Scorpio (October 21 - November 20)
"Let the sun shine, let the sun shine 
in," Scorpio. It might be the dawning 
of the age of Aquarius, but you've 
been acting your age for weeks now 
and the payoff is due. You'll be 
charmed and cajoled by someone 
you had nearly given up on during 
the week of the 18th. This could lead 
to a brand new bond, if you'll go 
along with it and continue to show 
off your newfound maturity when it 
comes to sexual matters.

Sagittarius (November 21 - 
December 20)

1 Spending sprees and impulse pur
chases could be tempting you from 
all sides this month, Sagittarius, as 
your hard earned dollars seem to be 
burning holes in every pocket. Of 
course, if you'd ever throw a pair of 
jeans away, you'd be less likely to 
lose your savings through the splits in 
the seams. Try to get out more after 
the 21st, especially when an old 
friend with a new idea comes to you 
seeking support.
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Nothing like a little gossip 
to spread the word.

Call us and find out what all the talk is about.

266-SAFE/7233
Stufi for gay/bi guys 18 to 25 years old.
A program of Project LifeGuard / AIDS Project Arizona

Notatiti Quotes

Newsmakers, Celebrities 
&  Others Speak O u t

Com piled  L y  Rex’ Woelviiei-

Continued from page 18

"My boyfriend and I are very 
realistic about the fact that we're 
both men. He's much better at 
monogamy than I am. The agree
ment we have is that if something 
happens he doesn't want to know 
about it. It's Clintonian, I think: I 
can neither confirm nor deny that 
I've had sex outside my relation
ship. Because denying it may not 
be true, but confirming it would be 
the same as telling my boyfriend, 
and I can't do that. I promised."

—Syndicated gay sex-advice 
columnist Dan Savage to 

San Diego's Gay & Lesbian 
Times, Dec. 23.

"If we don't tell the truth about 
our sexuality and our sex lives, 
they're going to think we're lying. 
That's when they make up stuff, 
like we fuck gerbils."

—Syndicated gay sex-advice 
columnist Dan Savage to 

San Diego's Gay & Lesbian 
Times, Dec. 23.

any more spiritual. In fact, he's still 
snorting coke and gobbling Ecstasy 
— he's just another disco Lazarus."

—Gay author Edmund White writ
ing in Australia's The Age.

"I think that George Michael 
had to be caught with his trousers 
down because he's made such a big 
deal of protecting himself. It was 
almost like it had to be really 
unceremonious. It had to bereally 
hideous. It had to be so undigni
fied. And it had to be like he was 
the victim. I can remember people 
saying, 'Oh, they set him up.' And I 
was like: 'What are you talking 
about? He set himself up.' I just 
think that the whole situation with 
George in the toilet was really poet
ic. I definitely believe wherever you 
are in life is where you're meant to 
be—however hideous and however 
fabulous. I think you definitely are 
the master of your own destiny."

—Gay singer Boy George to 
London's Gay Times, November

issue.

Low Wf t.D.* AduteOnty 18*

tomorrow

anonymous sex in public places, 
parks, bookstores, restrooms.

something we never talked about.

we’re talking now.

"For years, I lived under the 
curse of AIDS, constantly palpating 
my glands, fearing fevers, taking 
endless naps (as much out of a low- 
level depression as out of genuine 
weariness), scanning my skin for a 
dark, raised wine stain, the first 
sign of Kaposi's Sarcoma, wonder
ing if a cough were the harbinger of 
pneumonia. I didn't want to lose 
weight, since I regarded my girth 
superstitiously as my cushion 
against infection. Now, looking 
back over the past 12 months, I 
notice that I've scarcely thought at 
all about my imminent death. 
Instead of fearing a wasting dis
ease, I'm now considering joining 
Weight Watchers."
—Famed gay author Edmund White 

writing in Australia's 
The Age, Dec. 26.

"I never take my shirt off in pub
lic, ever. Even when I'm slim I 
never take my shirt off in public. 
And the day the picture [that ran in 
the supermarket tabloids The Globe 
and the National Enquirer] was 
taken I was a little overweight. One 
tabloid headline actually said FAT 
AND GAY."

—Singer George Michael to the 
Advocate, Jan. 19.

"This is bullshit. ... It is horribly 
unfair to say we 'ostracize' you. 
That's like accusing me of racism or 
anti-Semitism. It's damn unfair."
—Walter Isaacson, managing editor 
of Time magazine, in a Dec. 27 let

ter to activist-writer Larry Kramer 
after Kramer accused Time of ignor

ing gays in its year-in-review issue.

the

manpower
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developing self identity today for
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"One man in his late 
30s I know in New York 
was ready to die 18 
months ago. His face 
was covered with mol- 
luscum, he had big KS 
lesions all over his arms 
and neck, he'd sold his 
life insurance in return 
for a lump sum, he'd 
quit his job and was 
ready to return to 
Boston to die with his 
parents. Now, after a 
year on anti-virals, he's 
plump, his symptoms 
have vanished, he's 
moved to San Francisco, 
he's the marketing 
director for a big, new 
firm, working his arse 
off—and'he's never felt 
better. His brush with

non-stop 2 4  hour action — lines

FREE GAY SEX
fo r  only the cost o f  a  regular long distance call

Just Regular L.D. to Charlotte, NC 
Adults Only 18+
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• Campus• Polk St• Mansplash • Titan• Zeus• YMAC • Western Visuals• Video 10• Club 1821 • Centaur • Bel Am

Thomas

Jefferson

• Mustang • Bacchus • All Worlds • Jocks • Falcon • Big • Forum Studios Le Salon • Bel Ami • Kristen Bjorn • Huge

Always Open

3 day rentals 
Arcades 
Preview Booths 
Theatres
(including Couples & Latin)

Magazines & News 
DVD & CD Roms
Lesbiamj/ariei^

X  H ealth Club for 
Gay Men

1.117 E. Iliad (anyoii Highway 
Phoenix, XL MOO!)
002-271-Oil II 
Always Open
lillp://wwu.llevliallis.(om
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MeiiGBR̂ illiiiiighti; by phoiie!

.Record your own personal ads 
Listen to 100's of other personal ads 
SencLprivate messages to hot guys

(code: 8080)

use FREE access code: 6113
www. confidential connection, com
Just $1.98/52.49 per minute for certain optional features. 18+ Movo Media, Inc. does not pre-screen callers. 800-825-1598

record, listen  
and respond 
to ads FREE

5333
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COVWL

&&QK DO W N IN THE FILI 
YOU CAN  

SMELL THE MEN!

O u r  c K s t o n t r s  a r t  m u  o u t ,  a n d  t k t \ j
b a c  n t o r t !

Open 24 hours, seven days a week

yffl£ HAVANA
Visit our new  
Q uad System 

Arcade a t  
2 103 W. Camelback  

for
Non-Stop Action!

A lso  Starring

NOEL HAH
LOGAN r e e d ,

MATTHEW ANDERS, 
BREW PETERS, 

BRETT FORD, 
JOHNNY NAHM, 
TONY ZEREQA, 

PETER WILDER, 
& MICHAEL 

I t f e *  CRAWFORD

A i l  W O RLD S  V ID E O  Ä s s N t s  a  C H I C H I LARUE h im

B o o k  C e l l a r
Now has 2
non-smoking theatres:

• 1838 Grand Avenue
• 4029 E  Was

Theatre Locations
•  4 0 2 9  E . W a sh in g to n
•  18 3 8  G ra n d  A v e n u e

Other Locations
• 2 1 0 3  W  C a m e lb a c k  R o a d
• 4 0 2  W . H a tc h e r
• 6 5 2 7  N . 5 9 th  Avenu
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