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From Thailand to Phoenix: Dr. Thanes Vanig, 
HIV specialist, is sharp, determined, and 
uncompromisingly uncloseted 
By Kelly Reidhead, Managing Editor 

"It seems I was born a good student," says 
Dr. Thanes Vanig, M.D., "I always enjoyed 
learning - I never had to force myself to 
study." 

Dr. Vanig (whose first name is pronounced 
"tennis") recently opened Spectrum Medical 
Group in the Valley. He is one of a handful of 
op en!., 0 •1 r ,1 :,icians in Phoenix; a specialist 
in HIV, he's not afraid to "put the issue on the 
table," in establishing his practice here . 

Vanig was b_orn half a world away - in 
Bangkok, Thailand - 35 years ago. The sec
ond of three children, his father was a police 
officer at the time of his birth, and his mother, 
a pharmacist. 

Dr. Vanig became aware of his sexual orien
tation at the age of five. "Thai people are gen
erally indifferent about the sexual preference of 
others," he explains . "When I was growing up, 
for example, Thailand had two Prime Mini sters 
who were widely known to be gay." 

Despite the gay public officials and tolerant 

attitudes, Vanig's parents were like most: they 
expected him to marry and produce grandchildren. 

"As a teenager, being gay it wasn't a primary 
issue because I was studying so hard to get into 
medical school." He now recognizes that one of 
the reasons he studied so hard might have been to 
avoid thinking about his sexuality . 

After graduating from high school, Vanig was 
invited, along with other top-ranking graduates, to 
compete for Thailand's coveted King's Scholarship 
- the nation's most prestigious endowment 
awarded to high school graduates. The winners of 
the competition are sponsored by the King to 
attend their choice of university anywhere in the 
world. 

The sublimation during high school must have 
paid off: Vanig was one of three winners of the 
King's scholarship that year. To receive the prize, 
he was invited to a an audience with the King of 
Thailand. As part of the ceremony, the King 
bestowed a Buddhist blessing on Dr. Vanig. (It is a 

See "Out Doc," page 6 

Pride Committee: 
''We heard you, P1wenix" 
Relocated to downtown, April '98 festival will include parade & party on same day 
by Allen Kalchik, Editor The complaining began even 

before the 1997 Phoenix 
Pride Festival was over. 
"It's too hot in June." "Why 

do they have to hide it away in 
Temp e?" "Why can't the parade and 
the festival be held on the same day?" 
"The Pride Committee is out of touch 
with what our community wants." 

In answer to such complaints and 
other sugges tions from Phoenix's gay 
and lesbian community at large, 
Arizona Cen tral Pride (ACP), the all
volunt eer com mitt ee that produc es 
the annual gay pride events in the 
Valley of the Sun, will completely 
revamp the festival for next year. 

At a public meeting on August 3, 
the ACP Board announced plans to 
hold the even t on Saturday, April 18 

1998, to move the festival to down 
town Phoenix, and to hold a Pride 
Parade on the same day as the festi
val. The parade will be held in the 
morning and the festival will last 
until midnight. 

"We listened to the community, 
looked at what we could do to 
change things and we are going to 
act," said Ernie Mendoza, ACP's 
newly-elected president. "Now, it is 
up to the community to show up and 
support what they asked for." 

Mendoza was elected to the orga 
nization's top spot at an ACP Board 
meeting that immediately followed 
the public meeting on August 3. He 
replac es Beth Verity, whose term as 
president ended. Verity served as 
ACP chief for a number of years and 
will remain on the Board as head of 

ACP's fundraising efforts. Lind a 
Hoffm an has replaced Mendoza as 
Vice President. 

"We can definitely make this 
work," 

of a rally after the parade down 
Central Avenue last Spring. The 
March 29 parade was the first march 
held in Phoenix in eight years in cele

Mendoza said 
of the one-day 
festiva l and 
parade slated 
for April. "If 
all the people 
who came to 
the parnde in 
March come 
out for this, 
joined by peo-

"We listened to the 
community. . .and we are 
going to act. Now it is up 
to the community to show 
up and support what they 
have asked fur." 

bration of gay 
pride and wa s 
deem ed a suc
cess by many 
attendees and 
by the orga
nizers. The 
1997 festival 
wa s held May 
30 - Jun e 1 at 
the Tempe 

ple who came to the Tempe festival 
but missed the parade, it will be a 
success." 

The 1998 festival will be held at 
the Margaret T. Hance Deck Park, site 

Diablo 
Stadiu m Soccer Fields. 

"Having a festival in June worked 
for severa l years, and we ha d a good 
working relationship with the City of 

See "Pride Festival," page 4 
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Don"t miss Our Famous 

Black Party-Saturda~ August 23rd 
Wear your leathers!! anything black!! or come bare chested & get 

Sterling Vodka Cocktails for $1. 75!1 from 9pm to 1 am. 
Its alwa s a WILD time! 

MONDAY 
Happy Hour all day with Stephen 

& all nightwith Ron & Rob 
$1.25 well & non-premium. beer 

10am to 1am 

"Beam me up Scotty" Happy Hour 
with World Renowned Scooter 
at your service· - au ·well\<$ nov-.... 

premium beer $1.25, 10ar:n-8prp; 
Apple Pucker $1.25, 9pm-1am 

Happy Hour 1 0am-8prn; 
from 9pm to 1am: 
o,ur famous 50¢ 

Miller Ute BeerBust 
Join the Party!,, 

Stephen Serves Happy .. 
Hourfrorrr·1 dam2 .8pn,;\ 

with $1.25 w~.11· ~.... < 

non-preTiuT. beer w.ith t 

surprise specials all night 

Happy HOU(r1 0qrn-8pm; 
~?~ &. Scpoterpr~yicte 

mid~weel< reliefwitha 50¢ 
+<Miller Lite Beer Bust 

r9pm 1am, 

THURSDAY 
Happy Hour 10am-8pm; 

Scptt entertains you 
with $1.25· 

Grape Pucker Shots 

· NuTowne's famous"26-year tradition: 
95¢ Blog.cty ~a~s from 10am to 2pm; 
BBQ.phickenpr~te~~ & all the fixins', 

.. ~2cfrom 1-6 pm; 
50¢ Miller Lite Draft Beer Bust from 3pm to 1 am 

Open 10am Daily 
5002 E. Van Buren - 267-9959 

• 
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Editors: 

I read with interest the articles about about Dr. 
Fisher and the following letter from Doug Klinge 
at Unique on Central. Following that letter, I also 
noticed that his business no longer is listed on the 
back page of your publication where the business
es serving the community are listed. 

I am wondering if this omission is deliberate on 
your part because of his letter or his choosing to no 
longer distribute your paper at his business or if 
this is an oversight on your part. 

The answer to this question is very important in 
our continuing decision to offer Heatstroke here at 
Community Church of Hope and our continuing 
deliberations concerning publicizing in your pub
lication. 

Thank you. 

Rev. Patrick Stout 
Community Church of Hope 
Phoenix 

The Editors respond: 

Dear Rev. Stout: 

Thank you for reading the series of articles 
about Dr. Ken Fisher, and the follow-up letter to 
the Editors by Doug Klinge from Unique on 
Central. 

To answer your question: yes, we intentionally 
removed Doug Klinge's business from Heatstroke's 
"Finding it in Phoenix" guide. 

In creating the "finding it in Phoenix" guide, 
we had three objectives in mind. · 

First, we wanted to provide a quick resou~ce for 
visitors and newcomers to Phoenix that listed not 
only gay and gay-friendly businesses, but also a 
selection of Valley cultural amenities. 

Second, we saw the "Finding it in Phoenix" 
guide as a natural opportunity to give ~dditional 
exposure to Heatstroke's many fine advertisers. 
As I'm sure you are aware, HeatStroke is a com
plimentary publication that is entirely supported 
from advertising revenues. A listing in the 
"Finding it in Phoenix" guide, then, is simply 
another tool to market our advertisers, and to 
thank them for their continued support - without 
which, we could not continue publishing. 

Third, there are many gay and lesbian business
es listed in the "Finding it in Phoenix" guide that 
do not advertise in Heatstroke at this time. We 
have included these businesses, however, because 
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they are significant distribution points for 
HeatStroke. Listing these "distribution partners" 
in the guide - essentially a free advertisement -
is our way of thanking these businesses for this 
privilege. 

Until last month, we included Doug Klinge's 
business in the "Finding it in Phoenix" guide with
in every Heatstroke issue. Mr. Klinge took 
exception - in a letter that we reprinted in its 
entirety - to our report about the investigation 
of Dr. Ken Fisher by the Board of Medical 
Examiners. Consequently, he banned Heatstroke 
from his shop. Mr. Klinge's decision to forbid the 
distribution of our publication on his property is 
his right, and we respect it. 

We are not, however, obligated to continue list
ing his business in the "Finding it in Phoenix" 
guide. Mr. Klinge's shop is neither an advertiser 
nor a point of distribution for HeatStroke. 

The bottom line is this: without advertising 
revenue, we could not continue to produce 
HeatStroke. There are many gay and lesbian busi
nesses in the Valley that are not included in the 
"Finding it in Phoenix" guide. Unfortunately, we 
cannot afford to provide free advertising to busi
nesses that do not, in turn, support our publica
tion in some manner - either through advertising 
or distribution. 

Your letter implies that you wtll not continue to 
distribute HeatStroke from the Community Church 
of Hope if we do not reinstate Mr. Klinge's busi
ness to the "Finding it in Phoenix" guide. Again, 
this is your right, although we are disappointed. 

We will however, continue to list your organi
zation in our non-profit "Directory of Community 
Services," unless you object. The only requirement 
for a listing is that the non-profit offer some legiti
mate service to the gay and lesbian community of 
Metropolitan Phoenix. 

We thank you for the opportunity to distribute 
from your church in the past, and we hope the 
members of your congregation will continue to 
pick up Heatstroke from the other many distribu
tion points throughout the Valley. 

Editors: 

I was out recently, saw your newspaper for the 
first time, and was duly impressed. A big differ 
ence from the Echo . .. 

Congrats on a fine effort. 

Patrick Harvan 
Mesa 
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Pride Festival '98 moves to April 
Continued from page 1 

Tempe," Mendoza said. "But we 
know there are problems with the 
weather and so we are going to try 
this earlier in the year at the deck 
park, mainly because of the success of 
the 1997 parade." 

Mendoza admitted he and other 
board members were frustrated by 
the poor turnout for the Town Hall 
portion of the August meeting. "You 
hear all these complaints, and you ask 
people to come and voice their opin
ion in an open forum . You publicize 
it everywhere and then five or ten 
people show up," he said. "But it's 
okay, we are used to that by now." 

The ACP board has much work to 
do between now and April, he said, 
including planning a series of 
fundraisers in an attempt to retire the 
organization's nearly $20,000 debt. 
ACP went into the red following the 
1997 festival, largely because of poor 
attendance on the festival's last day 
when temperatures reached 108, 
Mendoza said . 

Beth Verity said people should be 
reminded that the last time the Pride 
Committee went into debt, the deficit 
was paid off by the following year's 
festival. "We are not so deeply in 
debt that we can't handle it," she 
said. "And we are thankful to a num
ber of vendors who are willing to 
work with tis, and to roll their 
deposits over instead of asking for 
them back right now." The 1997 festi
val cost nearly $140,000 to produce. 

Monetary worries aside, Mendoza 
said he and other board members are 
hopeful the community will get 
behind the April 18 event. "We will 

have entertainment, beverages and 
food, vendor booths, dancing and all 
the other things that draw people to 
the festival. Plus, a parade- which 
really went over well this year," he 
said. "There will be something for 
everyone." 

"It sounds great to me," said Kris 
Samel, a Phoenix graphic artist who 
admitted she didn't attend the 1997 
festival because of the June heat. "I 
thought about going but I didn't 
want to deal with the stickiness and 
the dust," Same! said. Same! also 
said she didn't like the fact that the 
festival was held in a fenced-in, sub
urban area. 

Same! did, however, attend and 
enjoy the March 29 parade. "The 
parade downtown felt so much more 
open, it made a more visible state
ment and the weather was so much 
nicer. 'if they get that kind of weath
er for the 1998 parade and they 
expand the follow-up rally into a 
full-blown festival, I personally think 
it will be a big hit," added Samel. 

"I think that's a great idea," said 
Ron Wilcox, manager of NuTowne 
Saloon in Phoenix. NuTowne won 
the Presidential award for the bar's 
entry in the March 29 parade, when 
Wilcox and his staff rode down 
Central Avenue in an antique trolley 
they had covered with gold and rain
bow decorations. 

"Unity should start within the 
community," Wilcox said. "And I 
think the most positive thing about 
this move is Pride will be where it 
should be, which is right in the city." 
Wilcox said he "had a hard time 

Announcing the formation of Spectrum Medical Group -

Providing the highest quality health care in the Valley 

in a supportive, safe and friendly environment. 

Our physicians specialize in Primary Care Medicine 

and the long-term management of HN disease. 

Spectrum Medical Group utilizes state-of-the-art 

therapies, conventional and alternative 

treatments. We also cater to the uniqu e 

medical needs of the Gay, Lesbian, 

and Transgender communities. 

Thanes Vanig, MD 
Board Certified in Internal Medicine 

Chad Schroer, NMD 
Naturopathic Physician 

602-36B-DBDB 
7 125 E. Lincoln Dr., Ste. B-109, Scottsdale, AZ 85253 

with" the way the festival was han
dled for the last few years because he 
doesn't believe Pride should be inside 
a fenced off area. 

"Who are you showing your pride 
to that way?" Wilcox asked. "The 
theme was Equality through visibility, 
but it (the June festival) was not visi
ble. Holding Pride at the deck park 
and including a parade is going to be 
a huge improvement, in many peo
ple's minds. This is very good news." 

might not work there ." Mendoza 
said the ACP board is read y for the 
challenge. 

In addition to electing Mendoza as 
president and Hoffman as vice presi
dent, the ACP Executive Board for 
1997-98 includes Treasurer Bill Wilbur 
and Secretary Gary Magnum. Re
elected were members Slade Grove, 
Jeff Lane and Verity. Eric Ciolina's 
term was not up for renewal and he 
remains on the board. Newly elected 

Party planning: ACP's new president, Ernie Mendoza, inspects the site of the 1998 
Pride Festival - Margaret T. Hance Park in downtown Phoenix. 

Mendoza stressed the need for 
help from the community in order to 
produce a successful event. "We can 
always use volunteers," he said . He 
also said he is glad ACP was able to 
announce the plans for the 1998 event 
this early. 

"Now we have plenty of tim~ to 
plan, to adjust things and to deal with 
the logistics of the park. It will be a 
new space for us and there will be 
things that worked in Tempe that 

members are Fran Givens and Danny 
Day, and Roger Rice was appointed 
to the board. 

Former Treasurer Mary Wooden, 
whose term ended, declined re-elec
tion. Slade Grove, the new PR/ media 
spokesperson for ACP, said the board 
wishes to express, "our great appreci
ation for Mary's unending commit
ment to the continued progress of the 
Arizona Central Prid e Committ ee." 

~ 

SPECTRUM 
MEDICAL GROUP, P.C. 
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AHRF releases endorsements for 
Phoenix City Council · 

L 

The Arizona Human Rights Fund 
(AHRF); a gay and lesbian political 
advocay group based in Phoenix, has 
announced its recommendations in 
the 1997 Phoenix City Council 
Election on September 9. The AHRF 
endorsements are: 

District 2 - Tom Milton or Deborah 
Shapos 

This race is for a full four year city 
council term. Tom Milton and 
Deborah Shapos both support equal 
employ ,ment opportunities as well as 
other issues of importance to AHRF 
members. 

District 2 Recall - Tom Milton 
The winner of this recall election 

will serve the balance of the current 
term (through early January, 1998 

only). The incumbent, Frances Emma 
Barwood, has establish'ed a record 
opposing ordinances protecting gays 
and lesbians from discrimination. 

District 4 - Phil Gordon 
Phil Gordon is a progressive-mind

ed candidate who is opposed to dis
crimination on the basis of sexual ori
entation. Gordon resigned his posi
tion as the Mayor's Chief of Staff to 
run for this position. The District 4 
race opened when incumbent 
Councilman Craig Tribken declined 
to seek re-election after undergoing 
heart surgery in June. 

Throughout his term, Tribken was 
an ally on the City Council for 
Phoenix gays and lesbians. AHRF 
believes that Phil Gordon will also be 
an effective advocate for gay issues. 

His main opponent is Ron Gawlitta, 
who had voiced opposition to gay 
issues and was responsible for anti
gay literature that circulated before , 
the 1993 and 1995 elections. 

District 6 - Sal DiCiccio 
Incumbent Sal DiCiccio did not 

respond to the candidate survey. He 
has, however, always been willing to 
discuss AHRF issues and is recom
mended as the only acceptable candi
date in this race. 

District 7 Recall - Richard Miranda 
Richard Miranda supports extend~ 

ing Phoenix's current anti-discrimina
tion ordinance (which includes sexual 
orientation) to include all employers, 
not just those that contract with the 
city. Miranda also supports increased 

efforts by Phoenix police to identify 
and arrest perpetrators of hate crimes. 

District 8 - Cody Williams 
Williams, the incumbent, has 

worked as an affirmative action and 
workplace diversity officer, and was 
employed in Phoenix's equal oppor
tunity department from 1991 to 1993. 
He has always fought discrimination 
and believes in equal rights for all 
people. 

Propositions 1 & 2 
AHRF does not advocate a posi

tion on the mass transit propositions 
on the ballot. For information, call 
Keep Phoenix Moving at 258-3113 or 
No Transit Taxes at 494-7983. 

Phoenix Body Positive 
honors volunteers at PAM 

On July 30, Phoenix Body Positive 
(PBP) held its first Volunteer 
Recognition Program at the Phoenix 
Art Museum. 164 individuals were 
honored by the organization for their 
commitment and support of PBP. 

the museum and its current exhibit, 
Canyonland Visions. Then, the group 
moved to the adjoining Eddie's Grill 
for a buffet dinner and awards pre
sentation. 

Oscar Witham, a longtime volun
teer in the Phoenix community, was 
honored with the Randy Rothfus 1997 

Entitled, "A Time for Life," the 
afternoon event began with a tour of 

A higher level of experience 
in family law. 

Come to a lawyer with 22 years of proven experience, and over 11 years in 
private practice. Neighborhood lawyer interested in resolving family problems. 
Divorce doesn't have to be a battle ... it's a resolution of family problems. 

Extensive experience in law: 
~ Domestic relations including: Divorce, Child Custody, 

Visitation and Domestic Partnership Agreements 

Bankruptcy problems? Immediate telephone or office 
consultation to discuss your options at no charge 
Personal Injury? Extensive experience in dealing with 
insurance companies and claims. Free consultations on 
all accident cases with a no recovery-no fee approach 
Wills, Estate Planning, Probate, Trusts 
Arrested for DUI? My experience includes help in most 
areas of criminal Jaw 

"I have been in practice, and actively serving 
our gay and lesvian community, since 19 7 4. " -=-• CALL 24 HOURS A DAY 

_ , 602-248-7921 
ROG E R W. R EA 0n I.me: IIOGERREA@AIN..COM 
A TT O R N E Y A N D Located for over 11 years at 
COUNSELOR AT LAW al N. 7th Ava., Smla 8, Pboan1X 

Volunteer of the Year Award. Witham 
has been with PBP since August of 
1995. He has volunteered in the 
buyer's club, at the front desk, helped 
with mailings, worked on the Fire & 
Ice parties, and helped with special 
events. The award was presented by 
Henry Pylman. 

Bob Hegyi, PBP Volunteer 
Coordinator/ Office Manager, 
expressed thanks oh behalf of the ser
vice agency to Jim Stewart, Henry 
Pylman, The Phoenix Art Museum 
and Eddie's Grill for making this 
event a success. 

I 
I. 

Arizona Human Rights Fund 

. The Arizona Human Rights Fund is encouraging the gay and lesbian community 
and its supporters to vote-by-mail in the September 9, 1997 Phoenix City Council 
Election. This election is very important for supporters of human rights. Your 
vote can make the difference! You no longerneedareason to vote an early or vote
by-mail ballot. To request a mail ballot simply follow these steps: 

0 Cut out the VOTE BY MAIL 
BALLOT REQUEST form - - - - - - - , 
on the bottom of this page. 

Fill out the form. Make sure 
the voter who is to vote the 
ballot signs the form. 

I 
I 
I 

@ 
I 

@} . Mail to: VOTE BY MAIL PROJECT I 
AHRF ____ .J 
P.O. Box 25044 
Phoenix, AZ 85002-5044 

Questions? Call AHRF at 650-0900. 

------------------------
I NAME 

VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT REQUEST FORM 
PHOENIX CITY COUNCIL ELECTION 

Mail by August 22, 1997 (the earlier, the better) 

-------- - --~---- -- -------

I 
I 
I 1 LAST 

I ADDRESS 
JAISA/111 I FIRST MIDDLE 

STREET 

I 
I CITY 

. TELEPHONE'------
1 

I 
I 

STATE ZIP CODE I 
BIRTH DATE ___ _ (REGISTRATION VERIFICATION ONLY) 

1· _ VOTER SIGNATURE~-- - -----
I 

[l Check here I you would Ake to continue I 
to receive a Mal Balkll Request for all 

I (PERSON WHO WILL BE VOTING THE REQUESTED BALLOT MUST SIGN) future Cly elections. .J ~------------------------
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Out Doc builds a gay & lesbian practice in the Valley 
Continued from page 1 

common custom in Thailand for older people -
who are deeply respected in Thai culture - to 
give blessings to younger people.) 

After receiving the scholarship, Vanig's first 
choice was Harvard University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. His father, howeyer, disagreed: 
he believed it was more important for Vanig to 
remain in Bangkok. The social structure of 
Thailand is centered on one's family and neigh
borhood. Thais typically live with their extended 
families for their entire lives: they have no con
cept of American-style retirement communities, 
and it is common for three generations to live 
under the same roof, regardless of 
class or economic standing. 

Dr. Vanig heeded his father 's 
advice and stayed in Thailand to 
attend medical ·school - a decision 
he is now thankful for. "I might 
not be alive today if I had come to 
the U.S. immediately after high 
school ," he says. "My first year of 
medical school was in 1979-80; I 
could have been one of the many 
that contracted HIV during that 
early phase of the epidemic in this 
country." 

In medical school, Vanig came 
to terms with his sexuality. "I real
ly came out to myself. I thought 
'okay, I'm gay, nothing is going to 
change . . . this is how I'm going to 
be, and I'm not going to get mar
ried."' 

At the university, he dated men 
for the first time, had his first gay 
sexual experience, and began a 
steady relationship. "My boyfriend 
at the time was determined that he 
would marry and have children -
but still continue our relationship . 
I didn't want that." 

A fter finishing medical school, 
Vanig was accepted to 
Harvard to complete his 

internship and residency. In 1987, 
Dr. Vanig left Thailand for 
Cambridge to begin the program. 

"Actually, it was love at first sight. We saw 
each other three times that week before I had to 
go back to California," he recalls. "The week 
after I met Thanes, I visited my brother in New 
York. I remember picking up the newspaper at 9 
o'clock in the morning, and realizing, an hour 
later, that I was still on the same paragraph - my 
mind was totally on Thanes." 

The two began a long-distance relationship -
Vanig in Cambridge and Taylor in Los Gatos -
that continued for two years. 

Upon completing his residency at Harvard, Dr. 
Vanig was awarded a research fellowship in 

Dr. Vanig began treating HIV 
patients during his first year at 

Life partners: Peter Taylor, left, and Dr. Thanes Vanig. 

Harvard. ''One of the major reasons I was 
drawn to HIV is because I'm a gay man," he says. 
"My patients wer e dealing not only with being 
gay, but also with being HIV positive; I under
stood how difficult it was to handle these two 
major issues at the same time." 

In 1989, at the end of his second year in the 
U.S. , Vanig met his life partner, Peter Taylor . 
Taylor, at the time a sales manager for a large 
computer company based in San Jose, was in 
Boston for a convention. The two met in Chaps, a 
Boston dance bar. "It was a Monday night, and 
there wasn't much to choose from," Taylor jokes. 

l7 BUSINESSES. 
F 

www.spooncs.com 

infectious diseases at Stanford University in Palo 
Alto, California. The fellowship enabled him to 
continue his HIV research and clinical studies. 
Located on the same coast, the couple set up 
housekeeping together . 

At the end of the year-long Stanford fellow
ship, Vanig's schooling was complete . And since 
he was in the country on a student visa, the two 
were facing a major problem : unless they could 
arrange for a permanent visa, Dr. Vanig would be 
required to return to Thailand . 

"Immigration in this country is a huge obsta
cle for gay people," Taylor says. Gay couples 
don't have option of getting married to obtain cit
izenship for the non-citizen spouse - unlike het
ero couples. Taylor says he was willing to return 
to Bangkok to remain with Vanig, if necessary, 
but, as he describes it, "we got lucky." 

The two consulted an immigration attorney, 
who told them about a federal program that 
allowed foreign physicians to receive green cards 
- permanent U.S. residency and work permits. 
Under the program, foreign doctors were 
required to practice medicine in an under-served 

region of the United 
States for a period of 
three years. 

Things then fell into 
place for the couple . Dr. 
Vanig was assigned to 
practice medicine in 
rural Alabama with the 
Appalachian Regional 
Commission . Taylor, in 
turn, received a promo
tion that transf erred him 
to Atlanta. 

S o the two left 
California for the 
isolated woods of 

Western Georgia , each 
commuting an hour to 
work - in the opposite 
direction . For three 
years, Taylor worked in 
Atlanta's corporate 
world. Dr. Vanig , mean
while, treated the 
impoverished residents 
of rural Alabama - sev
eral of whom he sus
pects were members of 
the local chapter of the 
Ku Klux Klan. 

The Klan is very 
active in that part of the 
Deep South. "The year 
before I arrived, the 
Klan was credited with 
burning down a high 
school in the same coun

ty as my clinic," Vanig says. "Apparently , the 
arson was the Klan 's response to an interracial 
teen-aged couple who had att ended the school' s 
prom ." 

During his years at the Alabama clinic, Vanig 
had his own encounter with the white-sheeted 
ones. One evening he was driving to his clinic 
along the country road that was part of his regu 
lar commute. Suddenly, the usuall y desert ed 
road filled with cars, arid he slow ed to a crawl. 

As he made his way to the source of the traffic 
snarl , Dr. Vanig eventually found himself face to 
face with a figure in full KKK drag - pointed 
hood and all - directing the cars to that night' s 
meeting of the Klan. His respon se to thi s unn erv
ing situation was simpl e and effective: "I just 
turned the other way," he says with a smile . 

His experience in Alabama was ironic. Under 
different circumstances, Vanig - a gay, foreign
born man - would hav e been an obviou s target 
for the Klan's enmit y. Instead, despit e thi s seem
ingly hostile atmo sph ere, Dr. Vanig won accep
tanc e and respect from his pati ent s. "I never had 
any problems in Alabama , not even from the 
Klclllsmen I treated," Vanig remarks. 

"They absolutel y lov ed Than es, and didn 't 
want him to leave "Yhen hi s commitm ent was 
o~er," Taylor adds. 

But after thre e year s in the Deep South , the 
couple looked forward to returnin g to 
California's Bay Area. Peter had received anoth er 
promotion - this time to national sale s man ager 
- and Thanes , in return for hi s servi ce in 
Alabama, finally received the essenti al green card 
- hi s ticket to live and work in the U.S. as lon g 
as he wi shed. 



/ 
n 1994, the couple moved back 
to Los Gatos. Dr. Vanig accept
ed a position with an HIV clin

ic in the South Bay Area, although 
his long-term goal was to join a 
practice - with other openly gay 
physicians - that specialized in 
serving the gay, lesbian, and trans
gender community. 

Vanig had been practicing at the 
South Bay HIV clinic for two years 
when he started to investigate the 
possibility of joining, or starting, an 
openly gay medical group. The 
couple considered a number of 
locations, including the South Bay, 
San Diego, and Atlanta. 

But when they arrived in the 
Valley, they realized Phoenix would 
be the place to start the next chap
ter of their lives. Last month, Dr. 
Vanig realized his dream: he 
opened Spectrum Medical Group, 
P.C, with Dr. Chad Schroer, a local 
- and openly gay - physician. 

Being open about their sexual
ity is important for Vanig and 
Taylor. "Except for the peri

od in Alabama, I've been out of the 
· closet since inedical school," Vanig 

says. "In California I was open to 
everyone: to patients, to drug reps, 
to other physicians ... and I've 
never had a negative experience. I 
don't necessarily tell everyone I 
meet that I'm gay, but if the issue 
comes up, I don't lie to them," he · 
adds. 

And unlike the many gay peo
ple that retreat to the closet after 
moving to Phoenix, Vanig and 
Taylor have continued to live as an 
openly gay couple. Taylor routine
ly accompanies Dr. Vanig at profes
sional and social functions - along 
with his colleagues and their 
spouses. And, during the process 
of opening Spectrum Medical 
Group, the two have enjoyed edu
cating the various businesses they 
deal with about gay issues. 

"It's been great here," Taylor 
says. "Before we agree to spend 
money with a business -accoun
tants, attorneys, bankers, or anyone 
- we tell them Spectrum Medical 
Group is a gay practice, and we ask 
them to explain to us how they 
treat gay people in their company. 
We make it very clear that we 
won't do business with homo
phobes, and that we'll with take 
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our business elsewhere if this is a 
problem ." 

"So far, businesses have been 
very happy to take our money ," 
Taylor laughs. "It's been a lot of 
fun pµtting the gay issue right on 
the table; we've found that people 
don't really care about our sexuali
ty - but discussing it raises their 
awareness level." 

The extent to which openly gay 
physicians are accepted by the larg
er medical community mirrors the 
rest of society, according to Dr. 
Vanig. "Medicine is, in many 
ways, a very conservative profes
sion," he says. 

Dr. Vanig notes that a group of 
40-50 gay physicians from around 
the Valley meets on a regular basis. 
"It's a really nice group of people, 
and is a great way to meet gay spe
cialists, because most of my gay 
patients would ·rather see a gay 
specialist than a non-gay doctor," 
he explains. But most of these 
physicians are very closeted. 

Dr. Vanig is quick to point out 
that he's not faulting gay specialists 
for their reluctance to emerge from 
the closet. "I think it's easier for 
primary care physicians to be open
ly gay than for specialists, " he 
says. "Specialists must rely on 
other doctors - who may be 
homophobic - for patient refer
rals." Primary care physicians, on 
the other hand, are directly accessi
ble to their patients. 

0 ver the past eight years, 
both Vanig's and Taylor's 
families have grown to 

accept and respect their union. 
Last year the couple traveled to 
Thailand for the wedding of 
Vanig's brother -Taylor's fifth trip 
to Bangkok. 

In Thailand, Taylor's status as a 
full member of Vanig' s extended 
family was made official. He was 
given the honor of negotic:iting a 
price for the bride - a symbolic rit
ual that is part of the elaborate 
Buddhist wedding ceremony . 

And in an even more touching 
- and symbolic - gesture, Dr. 
Vanig's father gave each his son 
and Taylor a small gift box. Inside 
the boxes, the couple found match
ing wedding rings. 

- - - - -------------
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Tish Tanner's Birthday Show 
A Benefit for the Community Center 

Wednesday August 20th 9:00 pm 

Miss America Team Show & Casino Night 
with Barbara Seville, Celebrity Stan; Celia Putty, Virginia Sacrifice 

Sunday August 24th 8:30 pm 

VIDA Fundraising Show 
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Friday & Saturday, August 15 & 16 
Our Annual -Monsoon Party-

Sunday, August 17 
Dart League car wash at noon 

New!! 75¢ well drinks, 9-1 lpm 

It's Construction Weelc 

Monday, August 18 
Construction week kickoff 

paint your bartender night 

Tuesday, August 19 
Tool night: bring in your biggest tool 

Wednesday, August 20 
Bartenders' night out - a special show 

with guest entertainers 

Thursday,.August 21 
Get hammered with Baby Jacks 

also: Charlie's Renegades game night 

Friday, August 22 
Best Buns in 501s Contest 

Saturday, August 23 
Detour to the DJ bar & build your own drink for $2 

Sunday, August 24 
Charlie's [(nights turnabout & show 
Cricket Tournament of Champions 

Construction week closes with our Absolutefy Screwed Parry 

Wednesday, August 2 7 
Latin Night 

Friday-Sunday, August 29-31 
Annual Roc'97 Point Pa'!Jl Weekend 

Limbo contest, Saturdqy 
shrimp boil with after hours, Sunday 

Charlie's • 727 W. Camelback 
Phoenix • 265-0224 

AHRF says: Vote by 
Mail 

The Arizona Human Rights Fund 
(AHRF), a gay and lesbian political 
advocacy organization in Phoenix, is 
encouraging Phoenix gays and les
bians (and gay-rights supporters) to 
vote by mail in the upcoming 
Phoenix City Council Election. 

The election will take place on 
September 3. To request a mail-in 
ballot, contact AHRF at PO Box 
25044, Phoenix, AZ 85002-5044 or 
clip and mail in the form on page 5 
of this issue of Heatstroke. Also 
check page 5 to see a list of AHRF' s 
candidate endorsements in the city 
election. 

Team Arizona news: 
golf tourney in 
Tucson 

Team Arizona will host its Third 
Annual Golf Tournament on 
Saturday, August 30 at the Westin La 
Paloma Country Club in Tucson. 
The tournament affords an opportu
nity to play a course usually open 
only to hotel guests and members. 

Proceeds from the tournament 
will support Team Arizona's partici
pation in the 1998 Gay Games in 
Amsterdam. Registration is $75 per 
player, with sign up on either an 

individual basis or in foursomes. 
Overnight accommodations are 
available at special rates by calling 
the Westin at 1-800-228-300. 

Team Arizona's next general 
membership meeting will be held at 
the Valley of the Sun Gay & Lesbian 
Community Center in Phoenix on 
Wednesday, August 20, at 8pm. The 
Center is located at 3136 N. 3rd 
Avenue. 

Registration procedures and trav
el options for the 1998 Amsterdam 
Gay Games will be discussed. Plans 
will also be made for upcoming 
fundraisers. With the Gay Games 
only one year away, Team Arizona 
will be meeting the third Wednesday 
of every month for the rest of this 
year. Meetings will also be held in 
Tucson at times and locations to be 
announced. 

Contact Team Arizona for more 
information, or call Colette in Tucson 
at 520-327-3591 or Kevin in Phoenix 
at 602-274-9729 to register for the 
golf tournament. Registration forms 
are available through members, or 
send your fees with a letter to Team 
Arizona, PO Box 36431, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. 

IGRA headin' to AZ. 
for finals 

The International Gay Rodeo 
Association (IGRA) will hold the 
1997 IGRA Finals Rodeo in Phoenix 
this year, October 23 - 27 at the 



Corona Ranch Rodeo Grounds in 
South Phoenix. 

The IGRA finals return to Phoenix 
after six years rotating through other 
cities across the country, including 
the 1996 finals held last October in 
Albuquerque. The Arizona Gay 
Rodeo Association (AGRA) has been 
selected to host the finals in Phoenix 
this fall and also in 1998. 

The Corona Ranch location, at 
29th Avenue and Baseline Road, has 
ample facilities for vendor booths, 
dancing and live entertainment, as 
well as an expanded arena. These 
factors, as well as the weather and a 
large, supportive gay and lesbian 
country /western and rodeo commu
nity, factored into the IGRA's deci- · 
sion to hold finals in Phoenix again, 
according to AGRA organizers. 

In other IGRA news, the organi
zation has elected is first woman 
president. Linda Frazier of the 
Kansas Gay Rodeo Association was 
voted to the IGRA's top office at the 
association's annual convention, 
held this year in Salt Lake City July 
25 - 27. Also elected to the 1997-98 
board were: 

Robb Sisneros, Vice Pr~sident; 
David Hill, Treasurer and Phoenix's 
Ron Trusley as IGRA Secretary. · 

The International association also 
voted to sanction 20 gay rodeos 
throughout the US and Canada for 
the upcoming season, including the 
Road Runner Regional Rodeo in 
Phoenix, January 16 - 18 1998; and 

the Saguaro Regional Rodeo in 
Tucson, March 20 - 22. 

Join the LifeGuards 
on the river 

Project LifeGuard is planning a 
tubing trip down the Salt River on 
Saturday morning, August 23. To 
join the carpool over to the river, 
meet the boys at 10am at the 
LifeGuard offices at 4700 North 
Central Avenue, #204. Call Jack at 
266-SAFE (7233) fo~ details. 

Project LifeGuard is an HIV edu
cation and risk reduction program of 
AIDS Project Arizona serving gay 
and bisexual men. Their summer 
rafting trips have proven to be a 
great way to meet friends, both new 
and old, in a fun atmosphere. 

APA?.. planning 
annual AIDS Walk 

The 10th Annual AIDS Walk 
Arizona, known as the Walk For 
Life, will be held on Sunday, October 
19. The fundraising AIDS walk, pre
sented by AIDS Project Arizona, will 
be one-and-a-half miles longer this 
year. 

Many Valley agencies and other 
volunteers join APAZ for this annual 
fall event. To sign up for the walk, 
or for more information, call 265-
WALK (9255). 

WE'RE IN BUSINESS FOR THE SEX. 

b LIVE AND LOVE AS GAY MEN, 
,TER, SJ\FER SEX. J;t~RE' S HOW: 

E •+ ,t-N ON YMO US T EST I N 
THURSDAV, 

g. 
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Daily Specials 
Monday-Friday 12-7pm 

$1.25 WeIVLongnecks, 75¢ Schnapps, 75¢ draft beer 

Friday-Satwday 7-9pm 
75¢ WeWI..ongnecks 

Weeldy Specials 
Monday 

Und:ie Monda.ys, 7-12. Party in your underwear 
& drink anything in the house 1/2 price. Pinball 
Tournamert, 9:30pm; Renegades practice night. 

Tuesday 
Draft Bl.owout, 7-12: Miller Lite/Genuine Draft 
pitchers $1.50. Sunburst Squares practice night. 
Volleyball with Michael at 8pm. Pony Express 
Night-an exciting way to meet new friends. Dart 
League night & Open Dart Tournament, 9:30pm. 

Wednesday 
Top Shelf Night, 7-12. $2 Top Shelf, $1.25 
well drinks. Dance lessons with Troy at 7 :30pm. 

Thursday 
The Original 1/2 Price Night, 7-12. 1/2 
Price on everything. Renegades practice night. 
Dart Tournament, 9:30pm. 

Friday 
Sta:rtyour weekend at Charlies. Sunburst 
Squares practice night. 

Saturday 
$1 well drinks, 12-lpm. Free pooVdarts, 3pm. 
Dance lessons with Marque at 7 :30pm. 

Sunday 
BBQ 12-6pm for $3. $1.50 Long Island Iced 
Teas until 9pm. $1.50 Frozen Strawberry 
Daquiris on th~ patio nooon to 7pm. $2.50 pitch
ers noon to midnight. Tea Dance 3-7pm. Cricket 
Dart Tournament, 9pm. 7 5¢ well drinks 9-11 pm. 

Charlie's • 727 W Camelback 
Phoenix • 265-0224 
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Horo-witz: 
President Clinton recently signed sweeping 

legislation balancing the federal budget by 
2002. A balanced budget is a laudable goal . 

that will ultimately strengthen our national econo
my and international stature. 

Considering the size of the deficit and the huge 
national debt, balancing the budget requires con
siderable compromise and sacrifice. Americans 
have consistently been unwilling to do what it 
takes. Any economist will tell you that in order to 
balance the budget, you must cut govern-

Lessons on budgeting 

Yet our community's progress since then gives me 
much hope. Not too long ago, The New York Times 
wouldn't use the word "gay". After Clinton's 1992 
election, the word "gay" made the front page above 
the fold. 

Gays in the military, same-sex marriage, 
employment non-discrimination, Ellen, and openly 
gay legislators have made national and internation
al news. Today, the battle against AIDS feels 
winnable. 

The list of influential people who oppose gay 
and lesbian civil rights is still long. Changing the 
views of right-wing zealots is a difficult task. But it 
is not impossible! Throughout this decade , more 
people have come out and more people have come 
around. 

Representative Bob Dornan from California was 
one of the most virulent anti-gay voices in 
Congress during his tenure. When his long-time 
staff member came out of the closet, his position 

softened considerably. I'm still not 

ment spending and raise tax revenues. 
Simple, right? The last presidential 

candidate who campaigned to cut spend
ing and raise taxes was Bruce Babbit. 
Any questions? 

No one wants the programs they -rely 
on to be cut. No one wants to pay more 
taxes. Democrats and Republicans dis
agree on ways to balance the budget and 
mange our economy. Yet the .Clinton 
administration managed to orchestrate a 
series of compromises previously thought 
impossible. 

The world needs to hear our message of 
human and civil rights. If we want to 
combat the argument that it's not okay to 
be gay, we must engage in dialog with the 
people who hold that view. 

willing to put my life in the hands of 
someone like Dornan, but I've seen 
significant progress in a very short 
time. 

Each year, daytime television pre
sents its "Day of Compassion " to 
emphasize AIDS-related issues. An 
incredibly powerful appeal came from 
one of Oprah's guests. A man whose 
gay son died of AIDS regretted that he 
could not fully accept his son while he 
was alive. Now his view toward gays 
aRd lesbians has changed completely. 

Ideologically, the White House and 
Congressional leaders remain miles apart. 
Out of political necessity, however, they 

We must follow Clinton's example and 
purposefully-albeit cautiously-work 
with those who oppose us. 

had to work things out. They came up with a less
than-perfect, yet plausible and workable, budget 

In early 1992 George Bush's approval ratihgs 
were soaring and my spirits were not. In October 
1992, when I marched past the White House in a 
candlelight vigil shouting, "Four more weeks!", I 
knew great things were going to happen. 

You see, we will change the world 
by one mind and one heart at time-
even if those minds and hearts belong 

to the likes of Newt Gingrich, Jesse Helms , Anita 
Bryant and Fred Phelps . 

When I watched the White House budget sign
ing ceremony, with its unlikely conglomeration of 
characters, I envisioned the same group present for 
the signing of sweeping civil rights legislation. 

. deal. 
For years, I have participated in The Experience, 

an organization dedicated to the vision that By the 
year 2000, it will be absolutely okay to be gay or 
lesbian and that diversity will be valued and cele
brated. If we want to achieve this vision, we can 
learn a lot from the recent electoral and budgeting 
process. 

The world needs to hear our message of human 
and civil rights. If we want to combat the argu
ment that it's not okay to be gay, we must engage 
in dialog with the people who hold that view. We 
must follow Clinton's example and purposefully
albeit cautiously- work with those who oppose 
us . 

It will happen. 

Six or seven years ago, I didn't believe that the 
year 2000 was a realistic time-frame to work within . 

David Horowitz is a Phoenix attorney and Vice 
President of the Lesbian and Gay Publi c Awareness 
Project. · 

Fall in Love 
with someone very special! 

A Special FREE 
Community Event-

POWERFUL AND 

EMPOWERING 

RELATIONSHIPS 
Gain tools and insights for 
more loving and effective 

relationships of all kjnds in 
this 3 hour experiential 

event. 

Wednesday 
August 20 7-l0pm 
Homewood Suites Hotel 

200 l E. Highland A venue, Phoenix 

Space is limited for this 
Free Event 

Call 602.340. 7334 TODAY 
For info and reservations 

THE EXPERIENCE is a weekend workshop, 
facilitated in an environment of support and 

encouragement, designed to assist you in 
discovering the one person you have always 

been looking for ... yourSelf. 

The tools available at THE EXPERIENCE can 
positjvely impact every area of your life! 

Isn't it time to -
Enjoy more freedom and passion 

Invest in your success and happiness 
Be more effective in everything you do 

Free yourself from past limitations 
Have more love in your life? 

What are you waiting for? 

THE ExrER1E:-.CE - 369 MONTEZUMA St.:ITE 123 - SANTA FE, NM 87501-2626 
800.966.3896 TheExper@aol.com http://www.TheExper.org/experience / 

SERVING THE LESBIA'.'I AND GAY COM\ll'I\ITY, AND OUR ALLIES, SINCE 1978 

By the year 2000 it will be 
absolutely OK to be 

lesbian or gq.y, 
and diversity will be 

valued and celebrated - © 

The Vision of THE EXPERI E'.\CE 

a 501c3 nonprofit organization 

ATLAST-

THE EXPERIENCE 

RETURNS TO 

PHOENIX 

SEPTEMBER 26-28 

Ir's THE WORKSHOP OF A 

LIFETIME

DON'T MISS IT/ 

CALL TODAY! 

800.966.3896 
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Dr. Kaiser's HIV seminar 
draws healthy response 

Nearly 150 interested persons turned out for Dr. 
Jon Kaiser's Health Fair, a free seminar held at the 
Phoenix Little Theatre on August 7. Dr. Kaiser's dis
cussion was hosted in Phoenix by Being Alive, the 
early-intervention program of AIDS Project Arizona. 

"We are very excited by the number of people that 
attended," said Dr. Steve Karpiak, Director of Being 
Alive. "This was the first time we hosted Dr. Kaiser, 
so we weren't sure what the response would be. The 
fact that so many people showed up tells us we can 
support more events like this in the Phoenix commu
nity, which is very good news," he said. 

was underwritten by a pharmaceutical company, so 
the lecture was offered by Being Alive free of charge. 

Mark Hoffman, buyer's club director for Being 
Alive, said he was surprised and very happy with the 
attendance. He said APAZ will very likely be spon
soring more such events in the future. "This really 
encourages us, and we hope we can draw on this 
seminar's success to get a great turnout for the Fall 
Plus Weekend," he added. 

Dr. Kaiser is the author of the popular book, 
Immune Power. He travels the country presenting 
this seminar, which discusses the integration of holis
tic and alternative therapies with traditional medicine 
in treating HIV. The cost of the seminar in Phoenix 

PLUS Weekend is an educational event, presented 
twice a year by Being Alive, that explores naturopath
ic and holistic treatments for treating HIV and dis
cusses other issues of interest to the HIV community. 
It will be held this Fall at the Southwest College of 
Naturopathic Medicine in Tempe on September 27 
and 28. 

'_-:.;,.~: i=.·.,,:~ 

Alternative expert: Dr. Jon Kaiser, left, Is 
greeted by APAZ's Mark Hoffman 

Managed Medicaid in NM limits HIV drug access 
ALBUQUERQUE (AP) 

Some doctors say they've run into 
trouble getting HIV drugs for their 
patients since the state's Medicaid 
program was turned over to managed 
care organizations a month ago. 

Doctors at the University of New 
Mexico's Health Sciences Center see
ing Medicaid patients under the 
Cimarron HMO said there have been 
problems. 

Some of Dr. Bruce Williams' HIV
positive patients were unable to get 
all of their prescribed drugs for sever
al days . 

Dr. Sarah Allen had to fill out 11 
special drug requests for one patient 
because the drugs in a potent combi
nation used to control HIV weren't 
included in Cimarron's approved list 
of prescription drugs. 

Garrey Carruthers, president and 
chief executive officer of Cimarron, 
said the glitches resulted from doctors 
who aren't used to dealing with the 
rules of managed care organiza
tions .Amy Boule, administrator of 
professional services for University 
Hospital in Albuquerque, said 
Cimarron could have done a better 
job of educating doctors and on a for-

E. Griffin Cipolla, D.O. 
Board certified in Family Medicine 
American Board of Family Practice 

mulary - a list of drugs doctors can 
prescribe without pre-authorization 
from an HMO. 

"It got people pretty hysterical," 
Boule said of a flurry of drug denials 
this month. "I don't think it was a 
rotten plot to deprive somebody ." 
Medicaid is a state and federally 
funded program that pays medical 
bills for those with low incomes. 

Medicaid managed care in 
Albuquerque started July 1, with par
ticipants enrolling in one of three 
organizations contracted to oversee 
their care. 

The formulary was unrestricted for 
a one-month grace period, but pre
scription restrictions began Aug. 1, 
Williams said.Spokeswomen for 
Lovelace Health Systems and 
Presbyterian Healthcare Services, the 
other two managed care organiza
tions under contract with Medicaid in 
the Albuquerque area, said they 
haven't received similar complaints 
regarding availability of drugs for 
HIV patients. 

Carruthers stressed that access to 
the drugs was possible, but that it 
requires some paperwork. 

William L. Redenius, M.D. 
Board certified in Internal Medicine 
American Board of Internal Medicine 

Camelback Mountain 
Medical Associates, P.C. 

Dedicated to providing quality healthcare to the Community 
in a supportive environment-inf ants through older adults. 

Camelback Mountain Medical Associates respect your confidence and 
recognize how much you value your personal time. 

7500 North Dreamy Draw 

Suite 133 

Phoenix, Arizona 85020 

941--5266 3604 Wells Fargo 

Suite A 

Scottsdale, Arizona 85 251 
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VOIT formal attracts 
small-but happy- crowd 

About 50 people attended Taste 
the Rainbow, the formal dance pre
sented by the Valley One in Ten 
gay, lesbian and bisexual youth 
group (VOIT) in Phoenix. The 
event was held on Saturday, 
August 9 at the Community 
Church of Hope on Central 
Avenue. 

balloons and ringed with conver
sation tables, VOIT members and 
guests enjoyed a night of dancing 
from 7 to 11pm. There was a pro
fessional photographer available 
for portraits, and a deli-style buf
fet. 

Lyle Miller, Director of VOIT, 
said he had hoped for a better 
turnout. He was pleased, howev
er, that the dance came off success
fully considering the August heat 
and the fact that this was the orga
nization's first attempt at such an 
event, he said. 

With a live deejay playing to a 
floor decorated with a rainbow of 

The event was open to the gen
eral public, with discounts given 
for youth couples attending. "Yes, 
we were hoping for more people," 
said Donna McHenry, coordinator 
of the youth program as the 
evening's festivities drew to a 
close. "But," she added, "the kids 
are all having fun, and that's the 
important thing." Rainbow dance: Director Lyle Miller, right, 

and members of VOIT, above, held their first 
formal at Phoenix's Community Church of 
Hope 

Aetna to offer benefits 
to partners of gay employees 
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) 

Aetna Inc. will begin offering 
health care benefits to domestic part
ners of its gay employees, making it 
one of the largest insurance compa
nies in the country to offer such bene
fits. 

About 30,000 employees will be 
eligible for the benefits when the 
package begins in January, said 

Patricia Seif, company spokes
woman. Details of the offer will be 
ready in September. 

"We decided to do it because our 
employees wanted it and to remain 
competitive in recruiting," Seif said. 

The benefits do not extend to 
unmarried heterosexual couples.Gay 
and lesbian employees approved of 
the offer, but few are likely to take 
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them, said Marybeth Shay, a member 
of the Aetna Network of Gay and 
Lesbian Employees. 

These health care benefits will be 
treated as income for the employee, 
meaning they are subject to federal 
taxes, Shay said. 

Also, Aetna will require applicants 
for the benefits to sign an affidavit 
swearing they are committed to their 

partners. Shay said some gay workers 
might forego the benefits, since they 
will have to come out of the closet to 
their bosses . 

Aetna joins The Hartford Financial 
Services Group Inc., Xerox and the 
city of Hartford as some of the major 
Connecticut employers to offer same
sex benefits. 
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World Series under
way in San Diego 

As this issue of Heatstroke hits the 
stands, several of the Valley's top gay 
and lesbian softball teams are battling 
for trophies, prizes and titles at the 
Gay World Series of Softball in San 
Diego. The tournament began with 
round robin play on Tuesday, August 
12 and continues through the finals 
on Saturday, August 16. 

Jacob Escalante, coach of Roscoe's 
Expansion team, said he is excited to 
be playing in the World Series this 
year. "When it was held last year in 
the Twin Cities, my team- Wink's 
Juniors- went but I didn't get to go," 
Escalante said. "This year I'm taking 
the whole week off. We have a great 
team and it's in San Diego, so that's 
even better." 

Escalante plays second base in 
addition to coaching the team, which 
came in second in regular season play 
in the Recreational Division of the 
Cactus Cities Softball League in the 
Spring of this year . Roscoe's 
Expansion also took second place 
honors in the season-ending playoffs 
held on June 8 in Scottsdale. 

"We've definitely earned our place 
at the World Series," said the coach. 
"But how we do will depend on the 
competition, among other things." 
Escalante said the division in which 
his team is playing in San Diego
the C Division- is not divided fur
ther into "open" and "competitive", 

so the competition is particularly stiff. 
There are 31 teams from all over the 
United States in contention in the C 
bracket. 

"Our team is strong and we have 
seven of our regular season players in 
San Diego," he said. He explained 
that work and other commitments 
made it impossible for everyone who 
played on Roscoe's Expansion team 

during the season to take part in the 
week-long World Series. So the team 
has been rounded out by three play
ers from the Extreme and one player 
from Pookie's team. 

Escalante said his team's sponsor 
has been very helpful and supportive, 
and pointed out that Roscoe's on 7th 
has three teams playing at the World 
Series, including his team, a 
Competitive Division team, and a 
Women's Division team . "It'll be a 
big party for Roscoe's, that's for 
sure," he said. 

"The Women's Division can be the 
toughest at these national tourna
ments," Escalante added. "Our 
Phoenix ladies have to go up against 
some of those midwestem women 
who totally live for softball. They 
grow them very big- and very com
petitive- back there." He said the 
Women's Division is further divided 

into Competitive and Altern ative, so 
more of the female squads have a 
chance at placing in the World Series . 

"It's hard to say how our team w ill 
do," he said, "because CCSL is a 
young league and we (the Expansion ) 
should probably really be in a D 
Division. But since there is no D, we 
will have to take our chances in the C 
Division." But the coach had to laugh 
as he admitted the national competi
tion was not his biggest worry as to 
how his team would fare at the out of 
town event. 

"It really depends on how much 
the guys party," he said. "We have a 
great team playing, and if they keep 
their mind on the game, we have a 
chance. But we are going there to 
have fun, too. 'How much fun ?' is 
really the question." 

Escalante said he knows his play
ers are going to want to go out at 

night and , 
since the tour-

· nament is near
ly a we ek long, 
it is the party
ing that will 
most affect the 

· Expansion 's 
chances. 
"After all," he 
said with a 
chuckle , "we 
are talking 
about San 
Diego ." 
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New Mexico: Santa Fe and 
Taos by Day 
By Andrew Collins, Heatstroke Contributor 

If you've never been to New Mexico, you might 
be tempted to lump together Santa Fe and Taos, its 
two most gay-popular destinations. 

Both are set in the high desert, popular with 
New Agers and alternative thinkers, revered by 
artists and painters, notable for skiing and hiking, 
littered with great Southwestern restaurants, abun
dant with shops and galleries, and made up of a 
tricultural Hispanic, Native American, 
and Anglo population. 

Although they're also within 90 miles 
of each other, these two communities are 
quite different. 

Taos has traditionally been strongest 
with New Agers, outdoors enthusiasts, 
hippies, and those without the funding to 
ensure a good time in Santa Fe, which is 
stronger in high-end shopping and gallery 
going, dining, spas, and other cosmopoli
tan endeavors (including a magnificent 
outdoor opera, whose season runs from 
July through August). 

Taos is perfect if you have an insatiable 
frontier spirit; Santa Fe is perfect if you 
have an insatiable frontier spirit and a 
weakness for espresso and European 
sports cars. 

Earlier in this century, Santa Fe was a 
place where wealthy families sent their 
homosexual sons to dabble in the arts, to 
write, and, ideally, to stay as far from 
proper society as possible. Early trans
plants discovered a splendid climate, 
magnificent natural scenery, miles of 
uninterrupted seclusion- in short, a nat
ural artist's studio. 

Today, few dilettantes settle in Santa 
Fe. Real estate is expensive, and the arts 
community is fiercely competitive. Some 
of the world's premier photographers, 
painters, and sculptors live here. As with 
any paradise, there is considerable debate 
in Santa Fe as to how to keep this city of 
60,000 both a desirable home and a popu
lar destination for years to come. 

artist's tremendous contribution to the Santa Fe art 
world. (Framed prints of O'Keefe's suggestive flo
ral paintings hang in many a lesbian's bedroom.) 

As you wander out from the Plaza, you'll pass 
through a maze of narrow streets, mostly lined 
with boutiques and upscale chain stores, restau
rants, and hotels. 

Taos is a small (population 5,000) slow-paced 
community where tolerance and diversity are cher
ished but rarely articulated; Taosenos promote indi
vidualism by leaving each other alone. 
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extends for miles before giving way gradually to 
gentle mountains. 

As in Santa Fe, activity in Taos centers around 
the Plaza, in this case a smaller, dustier, but more 
personable plot of grass surrounded by galleries 
and shops. 

Anywhere within a few hundred yards of the 
Plaza are lanes of more shops, galleries, and restau
rants- most of them hawking Native American 
and Southwestern wares and fares. Though Taos 
has been rapidly commercialized, the shopping is 
still of high caliber. 

Near the Plaza is the Kit Carson 
Home and Museum, the 12-room adobe 
residence of the mountain man who 
defended Taos from Confederate sym
pathizers during the Civil War. Not far 
from the Plaza, the Blumenschein Home 
and the Harwood Foundation Museum 
both contain fine collections of art dat
ing to the town's early years as an 
artists colony. 

The most engrossing museum in 
Taos is the Millicent Rogers Museum, 
which contains more than 5,000 pieces -
not just paintings but kachina dolls, 
rugs, jewelry, and local crafts as well. 

Three miles north of town is Taos's 
most revered site, the Taos Pueblo, the 
center of a 95,000-acre tract that is now 
the full-time home of roughly 2,000 
Native Americans. Visitors shouldn't 
leave Taos without at least a brief visit. 

After gallery scouring and museum 
hopping, the leading activities in Taos 
and, to a lesser extent, Santa Fe, are pur
sued outdoors. The Taos Outdoor 
Recreation Association and Bureau of 
Land Management have plenty of infor
mation on places to go and outfitters to 
contact. This is a four-season region 
with a temperate climate year-round, 
yet still enough snow in winter to make 
Taos Ski Valley one of the world's pre
mier such facilities. Hiking, cycling, 
horseback riding, llama trekking, snow
mobiling, and white-water rafting are 
also popular diversions. 

Nearly 400 years ago, Santa Fe's glori
ous, tree-shaded Plaza was where Spanish 
settlers held their military and religious 
ceremonies; today it's a good spot to catch 

A stormy view of the spectacular Sangre de Cristo Mountains, which rise 
dramatically above Taos, New Mexico. 

Most tourists identify more with one 
or the other of these cities, but if you're 
visiting for the first time, try to spend 
some time in both of these communities. 
Santa Fe and Taos represent two slightly 
similar but stubbornly opposing visions 

your breath between shopping and museum hop
ping. 

At the northern end of the Plaza is the Palace of 
Governors, which now houses the main branch of 
the Museum of New Mexico, a state system that 
includes five Santa Fe museums. 

Highlights include the History Museum, within 
the walls of the Palace; the adjacent Museum of 
Fine Arts, which concentrates on Southwestern, 
Mexican, and Native American art; and the new 
Georgia O'Keeffe Museum, which celebrates the 

It's our paper 
that's recycled -
not our news 

Unlike Sante Fe, here there is a stronger aware
ness that local artisans create in order to support 
themselves- often barely. 

The town is snuggled in at the base of the 
Sangre de Cristo range, the southernmost extension 
of the Continental Divide, which splits Colorado, 
just 40 miles to the north. Looming almost directly 
above town is 13,161-foot Wheeler Peak, the tallest 
in the state. To the west, a flat mesa, interrupted 
only by the sharp gorge of the Rio Grande River, 

of paradise. 

Andrew Collins is the author of Fodor's Gay 
Guide to the USA, three recently released gay 
guides covering the _West Coast, and forthcoming 
gay guides on New York City, South Florida, and 
Amsterdam. He can be reached care of Heatstroke 
or at OutofTown9@aol.com. 
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The Grand 
Collusion 
by Allen Kalchik, Editor , 

Mel Gibson, Julia Roberts . Together, at last. In a 
Richard Donner film produced by Joel Silver. 

Now that's the stuff Hollywood dreams are 
made of. That's also the kind of movie-promotion 
posterspeak that- to me, at least- usually means 
"steer clear of any screen near 
you to which this predictable, 
formulaic dreck might be com
ing." 

But not always. Conspiracy 
Theory, the new major-studio 
release featuring the much
hyped combo of four of The 
Industry's Biggest Players, is 
one Hollywood heavy worth 
checking out. I venture to say 
that the first 90 minutes of this 
comic-drama are flat-out won
derful. 

The film is well acted, but it 
isn't the acting that makes it 
work. What clicks here is the 
wise script by Brian Helgeland. 
Helgeland weaves an intrigu
ing, original tale that's part 
mystery, part love story with a 
healthy dose of action thriller 
thrown in. Director Donner 
unwinds all these elements 

film. Instead, the movie's opening scenes shine 
with genuine wit and the story reveals itself sub
tly, a rarity among big-money, big-studio releas
es like this. 

Gibson plays Jerry, a New York cabby whose 
babbling, stream-of-consciousness promotion of 
wacky conspiracy theories lands him in very hot 
water with a mysterious federal agency. Jerry 
publishes a small newsletter detailing his theo
ries, and now someone- or some group
wants him dead. He has hit a nerve, but he doesn't 
know how or with whom. 

As jittery Jerry, Gibson gets to try on a role so 
well-written even a bland, aging screen idol with 
an irrepressible Australian accent and a limited 

emotional range (witness the 
8. Three Faces of Mel: 1) eyes 
0 ' 8 glazed over = "please believe 
f me", 2) eyes rolled back= 
~ "you don't believe me", 3) 
< eyes opened wide = "look out, 

he's got a gun!") can pull it off. 
Julia Roberts is delightfully 

subdued as Alice Sutton, the 
beautiful, smart investigative 
attorney Jerry fixates on and 
then allies with as his world 
crumbles. You know Roberts 
is in her serious mode as soon 
as she appears onscreen, 
because those gigantic, wavy 
locks she sported in My Best 
Friend's Wedding and Pretty 
Woman have been trimmed 
into a neat, businesslike bob. 

In Conspiracy Theory, 
Roberts' Alice faces Jerry with 
a mix of righteous interest, 

with humor and without let
ting Hollywood convention (like 
the kind he and producer Silver 

Conspiracy Theory, the first onscreen bemused curiosity and can't
pairing of Mel Gibson and Julia Roberts be-bothered anger that mirrors 

applied to those superfluous Lethal Weapon 
sequels) get in the way. 

In this entertaining flick, Donner wisely with
holds the urge to spell everything out early in the 

K e 

exactly what the audience is 
feeling. Gibson's character holds the cards, and 
Roberts reacts to each of his crazy ploys without 
ever chewing her hair, biting her lip, or giggling. 
She may get another Oscar nod if she keeps up this 
kind of restraint. 

Celebrates 
the theatrical 
release of 

An 

Out-And-()ut 

Comedy. 
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Conspiracy Theory's plot is so convoluted , mania 

cally paced and wildly improbable that it 's nearly 
impossible to further synopsize. To his credit, 
Donner manages to push the dozens of twists and 
turns along quickly without the story feeling 
forced- that is until the final third. 

Patrick Stewart does a nice tum as the film 's vil
lain, and the supporting cast is perfectly adequate, 
but the story itself is the film's true star. There are 
so many camera tricks and unexpected plot shifts 
employed in this film, especially at the beginning , 
that you find yourself laughing at your own inabili
ty to figure out what's going on. Because Donner 
insists on toying with his audience, it's hard to get 
lost in the story and forget you are watching a 
movie. 

Perhaps the experienced director recognizes 
that, with stars of this magnitude, no one can 
completely suspend their disbelief anyway

so why not have fun with it? Of course, it doesn't 
last forever. Heck, it doesn't even last two hours . 
Conspiracy Theory's all-too-familiar ending is the 
film's biggest disappointment- so cheesy, you'll 
wish you'd brought crackers. Even Roberts man
ages to lose her hard-won dignity. 

If you're looking for that wonderful combina
tion of humor and suspense, or are a fan of Julia, 
Mel or both, then don't skip Conspiracy Theory. It's 
a good time and an enjoyable ride. Just do yourself 
a favor, and shut your eyes tight right after Julia 
Roberts gallops her white horse across the 
Connecticut countryside: That way, you'll miss the 
third- and final- ending. And you'll have seen a 
better movie . 

(While supplies last). 

4700 N. Central Ave. 
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Street urgin' 
by Karyn Riedell, Staff Writer 

"Who do you want me to be?" This is the ques-
tion asked by Carlos (Douglas Spain) whenever he 
meets a new trick. As the question suggests, work
ing as a prostitute is good training for an 18-year
old who dreams of becoming a movie star. 

Carlos gets to hone his acting skills while having 
sex with some rather unsavory customers- male 
and female- and pretending to like it. Not a small 
feat. 

Star Maps, an audience favorite at the Sundance 
Film Festival, is a movie that takes on some tough 
material: the gritty world of teenage prostitution · 
LA-style and a family so warped that the term 
"dysfunctional" would be a compliment. 

Douglas Spain gives a winning performance as 
Carlos, an abused teenage hustler, in Star Maps 

It also draws some strong, often comic parallels 
between the Hollywood dream factory and the 
world of the streets, where everyone's a hustler. 

If you liked Pretty Woman, you probably won't 
like Star Maps. The world of hustling depicted here 
in graphic detail is a far cry from the Cinderella 
version presented in the Julia Roberts fantasy. And, 
unlike Roberts, Carlos is not rescued by a Prince
or Princess-Charming. 

As Carlos discovers, it's not wise to depend on 
the kindness of strangers--or on family members, 
for that matter, especially if your father is also your 
pimp. 

If the film is not the romanticized view of trick
ing presented in Pretty Woman, it's not all dirt and 
depravity either. It's also about coming to terms 
with the past and pursuing dreams. And it's defi
nitely about love . 

Somehow, the bond betwe~n Carlos, his sister 
and their mother manages to survive despite the 
sordid, pervasive influence of Pepe, Carlos' twist
ed, manipulative father and Juancito, Carlos' 
brutish, slow-witted brother who is obsessed with 
professional wrestling. 

The mother's guilt over betraying her children 
has driven her into insane obsessions focused on · 
"la luna" and the ghost of Mexican movie actor 
Cantinflas. As she tells Carlos, everyone needs 
"something to do, someone to love, and something 
to look forward to." 

The movie even features a sweet love story, 
the sister's romance with the neighborhood 
pharmacist, who continues his attentions 

despite having to deal with the family from hell. 
The darkly humorous scene in which he comes to 
dinner is a brilliant piece of nightmarish comedy. 
The scene in Annie Hall, in which the Woody Allen 
character meets Annie's family for the first time 
looks tame in comparison. 

The film's black humor creates an edginess and 
complexity that is far too rare in the movie indus
try. For the most part, Star Maps does not rely on 
safe Hollywood platitudes or easy answers. 

Co-Produced by: 

Phoenix College 

The complicated family dynamics is deftly por
trayed in a tonally complex mingling of drama~ ten
derness, violence and humor. Eugene O'Neill's 
family dramas seem like scenes from The Brady 
Bunch compared to this post-Freudian portrayal. 

The movie's major weakness is the contrived 
ending, which is wrapped up a little too neatly and 
seems _out of sync with the film's earlier defiance of 
Hollywood formulas. Why do so many movies, 
even the best independent films, succomb to 
Hollywood's pernicious influence in the end? 

Despite this failing, Star Maps is a film well 
worth seeing. It marks the directorial debut of 
writer/ director Miguel Arteta. Arteta and producer 
Matthew Greenfield made the film on a shoestring 
budget, raising funds on a day-to-day basis. The 
film features a cast of relative unknowns with a 
sensitive portrayal by Douglas Spain in his feature 
film debut , a powerful performance by Martha 
Velez as Carlos' insane, but weirdly insightful 
mother and Efrain Figueroa as Carlos' violent and 
exploitive father (Figueroa has appeared in several 
films, including Pretty Woman and television shows, 
including the recurring role of Jesse Rodriguez on 
Walker, Texas Ranger). 

Also noteworthy is Lysa Flores as Carlos's sister . 
A rock musician, Flores was also the film's music 
director and helped compile the "rock en Espanol" 
soundtrack. Also known as "Chicano Alternative," 
the music is a blend of traditional mariachi music 
and American rock 'n roll . 

Considering the limited budget, Arteta and 
Greenfield took several risks in making the film. 
"Everybody tells you to make a low budget film on 
Super 16 in black and white with two characters in 
one room," says Arteta. "Instead we make it in 
color with more than forty locations, nine main 
characters and a story that goes back and forth 
between drama and comedy. At times we thought 
we were insane." 

For the sake of audiences who like something 
spicier than the usual Hollywood Pablum, let's 
hope the insanity continues. 

1202 W. Thomas Road 
Bulpitt Auditorium (Newly renovated) 
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"One.of the funniest musical acts 
in this country. They are talented 
gay activists whose music, humor 
and message cross all barriers." 
- The New Mexican 

"Being a gay comic is no longer a 
fad - now we have to be funny!" 

- Karen Ripley 

Tickets: $15 in Advance • $18 at the Door • $12 Community Card Holder • $25 Reception 
Available at: Unique (4700 N. Central), 0b~lisk (24 W. Camelback), Changing Hands (414 S. Mill, Tempe) or The Center (3136 N. 3rd Ave. • 265-7283) 
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Glasgow meets 
Tempe: Del Amitri 
in town August 27 

The Scottish band Del Amitri will 
play Tempe's Electric Ballroom on 
Wednesday, August 27. Opening the 
8pm show will be the LA-based 
band Dog's Eye View. 

Del Amitri's latest album (their 
fourth) is called Some Other Sucker's 
Parade. The first single, "Not Where 
It's At," has received steady play on 

- many US stations. The Scots scored 
a top ten single with "Roll To Me," 
off their last release, Twisted. 

Vocalist/ guitarist Peter Stuart and 
Dog's Eye View are touring in sup
port of their new record, Daisy. 
Their last release, happy nowhere, fea
tured the single "everything falls 
apart." 

Tickets for the show are $15 in 
advance and $17 day of show. Call 
Ticketmaster to reserve advance tick
ets and the Electric Ballroom day of 
show only. 
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Golutions-
to individual & .relatiOD9hip p.roblema 

CONRAD £GG£1 Pl1D. 
JEAN PARSONS, PIID. 

BOB Fsroos. Pl1.D. 
Licensed Psgchologim 602 330-203.S 

snr North Seventh StHet Suite 100 
Phoenix, Arisona 30014 

SUSAN J. ECHEVERRI. LUTCF Allstate~ 
~~~~.u;~o~~~~~ Life, Business 
Premier Service Agency You're in good bands. 

Allstate Insurance Company 

Office Hours 
Monday- Friday: 8:30 - 6 
Saturday: 9 - 1 

18206 N. 19th Avenue, Suite 2B 
Phoenix, AZ 85023 
Bus(602)993-7886 
FAX (602) 993-924 i 

Mobile (602) 377-4199 

Karyn Riedell 

2611 N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 

602. g21. 8161 

Mike's Place 
Future Service 
Auto Repair & Service 

Monday-Friday 7am - 6pm 
513 S. 1st Ave. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85003 
( 602) 253-1136 

Oil Change Special: 
$9. 95 for '88 or newe,- cars 
& light trvclcs! 

Phone 602/264-5967 
FAX 602/264-51 1 2 

"DEAR COWBOY" ~:~ ADVICE 

We've rounded up a real cowboy whoi tough as 
rawhide but gentle as a poet. Ask him anything. .Calmer 
and wiser than most of us,. he's full of strong coffee and 
good advice. And he never squin'ls into the sun. 

Send your questions to "Dear CowboY,"' c/o 
Heatstroke, P.O. Box 33430, Phoenix, AZ, or e--maifto 
aJkalphx@aol.com - we'll pass them along to the wise 
one for you. 

Dear Cowboy, 
My problem sounds like something 

from ten years ago but it is still very 
real to me. I don't have the nerve to 
get an HIV test even though I know I 
should. All my friends (some single 
like me and some couples) have been 
tested and they talk freely about their 
status. I have lied to them more than 
once, saying I know I am negative 
when I am not really sure. I am 32 
and I have been around the block a 
few times, but never as promiscuous 
as a lot of gay men I know. When I 
am with a partner, I always have 
safe sex. What should I do? 

Signed, Never Did Well on Tests 

Dear Tests, 
Quite frankly, buckaroo, you're 

scaring me. You could be sitting on a 
powder keg with a short fuse and 
you don't even know it. We all 
learned a long time ago that you 
don't need to be promiscuous to 
come into contact with HIV. With the 
recen advances in treatment, every 
cowpoke needs to k_now his status so 
he can get whatever doctoring he 
may require as soon as possible in 
order to stay healthy. 

True cowboys never lie. Get on 
down to a testing facility and make 
an honest man of yourself. It's just a 
little prick, not much worse than a 
horsefly bite. That's a small price to 
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pay for some piece of mind or a call 
to action, whatever the result may be. 
Cowboy up and get with the pro
gram. 

Dear Cowboy, 
I am a 26-year old woman, 

divorced for two years (no kids!). I 
feel that a relationship with a 
woman is what I want to try right 
now. It is something I fantasized 
about for years, but I never thought 
of myself as a lesbian and I still 
don't. I have gone to different 
women's bars lately and I always 
leave alone and confused. I don't 
seem to fit in anywhere I go. Are 
there any other women out there who 
are not a part of the scene? If there 
are, where can I find them? 

Signed, Ready and Willing 

Dear Ready, 
There are plenty of places a gal can 

meet other cowgirls and explore the 
feelings you're talking about. You 
just need to gain some self-confi
dence. I've been up and down a few 
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chutes in this part of the country and 
I've seen plenty of women with 
stranger pasts than yours . Being 26 
and having 'been married to a man is 
no big deal to the gals you are about 
to meet. They really won 't care
trust me on that. A fresh lamb in the 
flock is generally a turn-on among the 
more seasoned ewes. So stop worry-

True cowboys never lie. 
Get on down to a test
ing facility and make an 
honest man of yourself. 
ing about what you call yourself or 
whether you fit in, and get on deck. 

Call the local gay & lesbian switch
board or check this publication for 
info on groups and activities in your 
neck of the woods. · There are many 
"scenes" - the saloon is only one of 
them. If you are looking for some
thing more one-on-one, try respond
ing to a personal ad that catches your 
eye, or place your own. 
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Directory of Community Services 
.Aids Services 
AGAPE Network 
P.O. Box 32778 

. Phoenix, AZ 85064 234-6143 

AIDS Project Arizona 
111 E. Camelback 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 265-2437 

A Place Called Home 
3431 W. Thunderbird # 13-403 
Phoenix, AZ 85023 942-1572 

Arizona AIDS Infonnation line 
3136 N. 3rd Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 234-2752 

Arizona AIDS Setvices for the 
Deaf 
4460 N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 265-9953 

Aunt Rita's Foundation 
5501 N. 7th Ave#215 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 279-0716 

Coalition of Meal Providers 
992-6593 

HIV Care Directions 
1366 E. Thomas#l05 
Phoenix, AZ 85014 264-2273 

Indian Community Health Setv. 
1427 N. 3rd St. #100 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 254-0456 

Joshua Tree Feeding Program 
P.O. Box 7056 
Phoenix, AZ 85011 264-0223 

MALTA Center 
3033A N. 7th Ave 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 212-0222 

Maricopa County Health Dept. 
1825 E. Roosevelt 
Phoenix, AZ 85006 506-6900 

Planned Parenthood 
5651 N. 7th St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 277-7526 

Phx. Body Positive 
4021 N. 30th St. #2 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 955-4673 

Phx. Shanti Group 
2020 W. Indian School Rd.#53 
Phoenix, AZ 85015 279.(XX)S 

Terros, Inc. 
320 E. Vtrginia Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 234-8900 

Volunteers in Direct Aid 
P.O. Box 40476 
Phoenix, AZ 85067 279-8432 

:IAlitical Action 
& Education 

American Civil liberties Union 
P.O. Box 17148 
Phoenix,AZ85011 6~1967 

Ariwna Central Pride 
P.O. Box 26139 
Tempe, AZ 85285 279-1771 

Arizona Human Rights Fund 
P.O. Box 25044 
Phoenix, AZ 85002 530-1660 

Ariwnans for Fairness 
P.O. Box 34766 
Phoenix, AZ 85067 265-7283 

AZ Democratic Party 
2005 N. Central #180 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 257-9136 

Feminist Lesbian Activist 
Coalition 
P.O. Box 26031 
Tempe, AZ 85285 966-4521 

Lesbian & Gay Public Awareness 
Project 
P.O. Box 60881 
Phoenix, AZ 85082 351-3080 

Log Cabin Republicans 
P.O. Box 60994 
Phoenix, AZ 85082 837-2936 

Social & Support 
Groups 

Alpha Zeta--Crossdressers Supp 
A Rose-Transgender Support 
POBoxl738 
Tempe, AZ 85280 488-0959 

Arizona 2-somes 905-1898 

AZ Bisexual Network 
5501 N. 7th Ave. # 1054 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 352-4023 

Arizona Nude Dudes 
P.O. Box 32776 
Phoenix, AZ 85064 

Copperstate leathermen 
P.O. Box 40472 
Phoenix, AZ 85067 

Desert Adventures 
P.O. Box 2008 
Phoenix, AZ 85001 266-2267 

Entre Nosotros 
546 E. Osborn, #22 
Phoenix 85012 285-0970 

/low CDR!bAAr,oNS AR( OCIEJ1M/NING, WMT 
t,\,JGVAGf W£ (/,JI UlE ! 1}ff OXf~ 
ENGL-1511 Dlli10,J~~y JVJT DEOl>EO t/OTTl> 
j,JCLUPE AN ftfffY-fUI 111£ wo,J)"Mc'JIJ8." 

Girth and Mirth of AZ 
P.O. Box 16605 
Phoenix, AZ 85011 655-8229 

Lesbian & Gay Alanon 
2940 E. Thomas 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 581-8850 

Lesbian & Gay Community 
Switchboard 
3136 N. 3rtl Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 234-2752 

lesbian Resource Project 
3136 N. 3rtl Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 266-5542 

Parents & Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays 
P.O. Box 37525 
Phoenix, AZ 85069 843-1404 

The Phoenix Bears 
PO Box25951 
Tempe, AZ 85285 345-8755 

Project LlfeGuartl 
ProjectQ 
TRIBE 
4700 N. Central,#204 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 266-7233 

Valley One in Ten 
3136 N. 3rd Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 264-5437 

Valley of the Sun Gay & Lesbian 
Community Center 
3136 N. 3rtl Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 265-7283 

Womyn 2 Womyn Connection 
singles & couples 941-3513 

Dotessional 
Organil.ations 

Camelback Business & 
Professional Asscxiation 
P.O. Box 2097 
Phoenix, AZ 85001 225-8444 

Valley Career Women 
P.O. Box 33393 
Phoenix, AZ 85067 460-4481 

Relioious & 
s irltual 
cfrganil.ations 

Affirmation (Gay Mormons) 
P.O. Box 26601 
Tempe, AZ 85285 

Asbury United MethodistChurch 
1601W Indian School 
Phoenix, AZ 85015 279-2369 

AVIV of Arizona 
4704 E. Paradise Village Pkwy N. 
#314 
Phoenix, AZ 85032 996-8622 

Casa De Cristo 
1029 E. Tumey 
Phoenix, AZ 85014 265-2831 

Community Church of Hope 
4400 N. Central 
Phoenix, AZ 85014 234-2180 

, Dignity and Integrity 
P.O. Box 60953 
Phoenix, AZ 85082 
222-8664 

First Unitarian Universalist Ch. 
4027 E. Lincoln Dr. 
Paradise Valley, AZ 85283 
840-8400 
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Gende Shepherd MCC-285-9020 

Goddess Womyn's Network 
P.O. Box 17312 
Phoenix, Az 85011 266-4lll 

Healing Waters Ministries 
225 W.University,105 
Ten1pe, AZ 85281 894;8681 

u.1theransConcemed 
P.O. Box 7519 
Phoenix, AZ 85011 870-3611 

Phoenix light of the lamb 
Christian Church 
PO Box 16332 
Phoenix, AZ 85011 274-5202 

Presbyterians for Lesbians & 
Gays 
P.O. Box 61162 
Phoenix, AZ 85082 275-0506 

Southwest Miracles Center 
3644 E. McDowell 
Phoenix, AZ 85008 244-9001 

Valley Unitarian Universalist · 
Church 
1700 W. Warner Rd. 
Chandler, AZ 85224 899-4249 

Western Orthodox 
Catholic Church 
241-9776 pasisozi@ais.com 

Musi~ Sports 
&Hobbies 

Ariwna Gay Rodeo Association 
P.O. Box 16363 
Phoenix, AZ 85011 265-0518 

Ariwna lambda Yacht Club 
951-9481 
Cactus Cities Softball League 
254-0648 

Charlie's Renegades 
P.O. Box 17602 
Phoenix, AZ 85011 277-9142 

Desert Valley Squares 
P.O. Box 34615 
Phoenix, AZ 85067 252-0048 

Gay league Association of Darts 
P.O. Box941 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 841-4489 

Grand Canyon Men's Chorale 
P:o. Box 16462 
Phoenix, AZ 85011 340-7640 

lambda Car Club 
P.O. Box 36211 
'Phoenix, AZ 85067 409-3160 

Our Gang Bowling league 
2644 E. Birchwood 
Mesa, AZ 85204 969-4629 

Spartan Wresding Club-340-8070 
e-mail: mattbinls@aol.com 

Sunburst Squares 
727 W. Camelback 
Phoenix, AZ 85013 265-0224 

Team Arizona 
P.O. Box 36431 
Phoenix, AZ 85067 464-1461 

Valley of the Sun Comm'ty Band 
- Jayne: 947-0907; Terry: 954-9244 
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dibles 
A. Durant's Fine Fmds 

261 I N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix 264-5967 

B. Pookie's 
4540 N. 7th St. 
Phoenix 277-2121 

C. That's a Wrap! 
2022 N. 7th St. 
Phoenix 252-5051 
2765 N. Scottsdale Rd 
Scottsdale 941-0484 

/J.bations 
I. Ain't Noh,dy's Bimess 

3031 E. Indian Schml 
Phoenix 224-9977 

2. Apollo's 
5749 N . .7th Street 
Phoenix 277-9373 

3. BS West 
7125 5th Avenue 
Scottsdale 945-9028 

4. Cash Inn 
2140 E. McDowell 
Phoenix 244-9943 

5. Charlie's 
727 W. Camelhack 
Phoenix 265-0224 

6. Country Cluh 
4428 N. 7th Ave. 
Phoenix 264-4553 

7. Cruisin' Central 
IOI IN.Central Ave. 
Phoenix 253-3376 
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8. Desert Rose 
44301 N. 7th Ave. 
Phoenix 265-3233 

9. Foster's 
4343 N. 7th Ave. 
Phoenix 263-8313 

10. Fundy's 
15601 N. Cave Creek 
Phoenix 493-5123 

11. Harley's Cluh I 55 
Harley's 1ix11 

155 & 125 W. Camelhack 
Phoenix 274-8505 

12. Incognito 
2424 E. Thomas 
Phoenix 955-9805 

13. JC's Fun One 
5542 N. 43rd Ave. 
Glendale 939-0528 

14. JohnnyMc's 
138 W. Camelhack 
Phoenix 266-0875 

15. Marlys' 
15615 Cave Creek 
Phoenix 867-2463 

16. Nasty Hahits 
3108 E. McDowell 
Phoenix 267-8707 

17. NuTowne 
5002 E. Van Buren 
Phoenix 267-9959 

18. The Park 
3002 N. 24th Street 
Phoenix 957-6055 

19. The Pumphouse 
4132 E. McDowell 
Phoenix 275-3509 

20. Roscoe's on 7th 
4531 N. 7th St. 
Phoenix 285-0833 
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21. 307 Lounge 
222 E. Rmsevelt 
Phoenix 252-0001 

22. TRAX 
I 724 E. McDowell 
Phoenix 254-0231 

23. The Wave 
998 E. Indian Sch()(ll 
Phoenix 266-5640 

24. Wink's 
5707 N. 7th St. 
Phoenix 265-9002 

25. The Adult Shoppe 
111 S. 24th Street 
Phoenix 306-1130 

26. Astro - Vintage Modem 
Furnishings 
2403 E. Oshom 
Phoenix 957-8770 

27. The Barn Adult Shop 
5021 W Indian Schml 
Phoenix 245-3008 

28. Bmk Cellar - 8 locations 
4029 E. Washirl!,•ton 
1020 S. 24th Street 
1838 Grand Avenue 
3420 S. Central Avenue 
2103 W. Camelhack Rd. 
402 W. Hatcher 
1421 E. McDowell Rd. 
6527 N. 59th Avenue 

29. Castle &mtique-4 locations 
5501 E. Washington 
300 E. Camelhack Rd. 
8802 N. Black Canyon 
8315 E. Apache Trail 

30. Dwellings 
24 W. Camelhack 
Phoenix 248-4959 
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31. In Furnishings 
6307 N. 7th Street 
Phoenix 263-9003 

32. Ohelisk &x,ks 
24 West Camelhack 
Phoenix 266-Bmk 

33. Movies on Central 
4700 N. Central,#121 
Phoenix 274-0994 

34. Chute 
1440 E. Indian Schml 
Phoenix 234-1654 

35. Rex 
1517 S. Black Canyon 
Phoenix 271-9011 

ulture 
60. America West Arena 

201 E. Jefferson 
Phoenix 379-7800 

61. AZ Hall of Fame Museum 
1101 W. Washington 
Phoenix 255-2110 

62. AZ Historical Society 
Museum 
1300 N. O,llege 
Tempe 929-0292 

63. AZ Mining & Mineral 
Museum 
1502 W. Washington 
Phoenix 255-3791 

64. AZ Science Center 
600 E. Washington 
Phoenix 716-2000 
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AZ State Capitol Museum 78. Phoenix Theatre 
1700 W. Washington 100 E. McDowell 
Phoenix 542-4675 Phoenix 254-2151 

ASU Art Museum 79. Planet Earth Multi-Cultural 
Nelson Fine Arts Center Theatre 
Mill Ave. & 10th Street 909 N. 3rd Street 
Tempe 965-2787 Phoenix 241-1821 

ASU Gammage Center 80. Union Hall 
Apache & Mill Ave. 512 E. Van Buren 
Tempe 965-3434 Phoenix 253-7100 

Blockhuster Desert Sky 
Pavillion 
2121 N. 83rd Ave. 
Phoenix 254-7499 

Celehrity Theater 81. Desert Botanical Garden 
440 N. 32nd Street 1201 N. Galvin Pkwy 
Phoenix 267-9373 Phoenix 941-1217 

Heard Museum 82. Margaret T. Hance Park 
22 E. Monte Vista 3rd St. to 3rd Ave. hetween 
Phoenix 252-8848 McDowell & Rmsevelt 

Phoenix 534-2406 
Herherger Theater 
222 E. Monroe 83. North Mountain Park & 
Phoenix 254-7399 Preserve 

10600 N. 7th St 
Orpheum Theatre Phoenix 262-6696 
203 W.Adams 
Phoenix 262-7272 84. Papago Park 

Phoenix Art Museum 
Van Buren & Galvin Pkwy 
Phoenix 256-3220 

1624 N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix 257-1222 85. PhoenixZm 

Phoenix Central Lihrary 
455 N. Galvin Pkwy 
Phoenix 273-1431 

1221 N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix 262-4636 86. Puehlo Grande Museum 

Phoenix Civic Plaza 
4619 E. Washington 
Phoenix 495-0900 

225 E. Adams St. 
Phoenix 262-6225 87. Squaw Peak Park 

Phoenix Symphony Hall 
2701 E SquawPeak Dr 
Phoenix 262-6696 

225 E. Adams 
Phoenix 262-6225 88. South Mountain Park & 

Preserve 
Phoenix Museum of History I 09 I 9 S. Central Ave. 
105 N. 5th Street Phoenix 495-0222 
Phoenix 253-2734 

McDonald 

Scottsdale Camelback 

Indian School 

5 Thomas 

Ahwatukee 

City of Phoenix 
South Mountain Park. & Preserve --- I 

Tucson\ 
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