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IN MEMORIAN

GIEN E. STURTEVANT,
Park Naturalist s
Mareh 25, 1895 ~ ¥ebruary 28, 1929

axd
FRED -JOHNSQN,
‘park Ronger

October 25, 189 - Febvruary 20, 1927
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"These are two friends whose lives were undivided;
Wisd. So let their memory be, now they have glided
i fUnder the grave * * *n -==Shelly.
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This Bullefin is issued monthly for the nurpuse of giving information
tn those ‘nterested in the natural history ari scieavific rfeatvr=rs of *he
G.and Canyon National Park. Additional copies of these Bulletins may be
ebtained {ree of charge by those who can make use of them, by addiessing
the Superintemdent, Crand Canyon National Park, Grand Canyon, Arizona.

Friends of the National.Ppark Service and of (Crand Canyon National
Park will be shocked and grieved to learn of the untimely death by drown-
ing of Glen E. sturdevant, park Naturw.list, and Fred Johnson, Park Ranger.

This irretrievable loss occurred on the morning of February 20 when, in
company with Chief Ranger James P. Brooks, Sturdevant and Johnson were re-
turning from a ten day trip in the Canyon, the object of which was the
cellection of specimens of scientific interecst, securing data on flanyon
flora and fauna, search for pre~historic ru.ns snd other objects of arch-
@ological interest as well as a gene».)l cvpicration of some of the unknown
regions of the Canyon.

While breaking camp that morning the boys had becn congratulating them-
saéftyes on the fact that, although they hcd been in some rather dangerous
places, the trip had been completed without the slightest acecident and they
now had only to go om out, the cxneciatior Leing that they would reach home
that afternoon. In crossing the Jolsrade River, however, their boat was
caught in an eddy and Johnson was thrown in to the water. Brooks immediately
Jumped overboard to hie rescue, bui failed %t reach him and was nimsgelf
swept downstream in to the rapids. In the mcawntime the boat containing
Sturdevant was also caught in the rapids and Brooks in the water, most of
t72 time being drawn below the suriacé by bae urdercurrent, saw nc mer- of
him. How Brooks ever escaped he does not krow, but he finally found him-
self cast ashore more decad than alive. Whan h: rrgained consciousress he
$ti1l had to wait for some time before gaining sufficient strengsh to drag
himgelf from the water and was completely numb from the effects i the icy
cold strcam. He spent two hours in a vain cndcevor %o Tind sowe trace of
his comrades then climbed to the Tonte Tiatuesu cn the norta ¢ife of the
river, made his way to the Xaihub suapcnsion buridge aba pircd vp ihe trail
to headquerters.

Imnediately upon reccipt of Brooks® report one searching party was
sent down that night, two other parties (Brooks being a member of one) left
the next morning at five otclock and still a fowrth party was on the river
by %230 Thursday afternoon. A boat at Hermit Creek was manned Thursday




night and started upstream at doybrenk Friday morninge The boat erew com~
.sisted of four men who found the body of Glen Sturdevant Friday afternoon
at a point cbout two miles below Horn (freck repids, in which the accident
amgurred.. The scerth for Johnsonta bedy was wnavailing and was finally
-abanioned cxeept that a wateh is still being maintained further downstream.

R dcuble military funcral wos held under the auspices of John Ivens
Post YNo. 42, The American Icgion, at the comavnity building, Grond Canyon,
Mwesdoy aftiernoon, February 26, the tonth anriverscry of the creation af
Gron®.  Nanyon National ¥ork. To salebrate this event o big birthdey dinnor
aré Jonce hnd previously been planned for this doye February 26 wos there—
ferc o day of sorrow oand mourning rather than one of fcasting ond celebrating
ag had been planncd.

@len was laid to rest in the village comﬁmry alongside the Gromd Canyon
he loved so well and for the cause of which he gove his lifec. Fred still
sleeps in the Canyon, itsclf, and a more fitting grave no National Park
officer could have. After the militory detail hod fired its volleys over
Glents grave and after the bugle had blown YPaps,? then the militory eseort
proceeded with the femily and mony fricmds to Powell Memoral Point, where
anotber round of rifle shots was fired over the Grand Canyon, Fredfts grave,
and where cgain the notes of "™faps™ achoed ond re-gcchocd from the ¢ anyon
wallge

Just as truly as if they hod fallen on the field of battley these man
brav. men laid down their lives in the serviea of theéir countrys Their 1'-cs,
their work and their death will alwoys be an cncouragement and an inspiration
to those of us who are left to carry on. May we not fail thome

some interruption in the publicotion of the Nature Notes may be expected.
This issue, however, contains two articles which Mr. Sturdevant, with his
custumary forethougsht and interest, had prepared before leaving headquarters
for his last Great Journcy. There is here included also the obituary of
each of these men as it was read at the memorial scrvices.

-~ = = ¥~ Re Tillotson.

GLEN ERNEST STURDEVANT

Glen Ernest sturdevont wes born in ILaceyville, Pennsylvenia, March 25,
1835. He attended public schocls in Pennsylvania and later at Santa Ana,
Californic. After several yearst wcrk at the University of California, he
graduated from the University of Arizona. At the time of hes death he was
engaged as Park Naturalist for the United States N ational P ark Scrvice in
Crand Canyon National Porke His cppecintment to that service having been
made Moy 16, 1925.

The official records of the Woar Department state that he enlisted first
at santa Ana, California, on fugust 30, 1915, in Company L, 7th Infantry,
California National Guard. He was mustered into Federal Service on June
28, 1916 ond mustered out on November 11, 1916. He was again inducted fer
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" ""Federal..gervice September 20, 1917 a% Towanda, Pennsylvania, and assigned %o
] ffompeny ¥ of the 31/th Infentry. on sugust 25, 1918_he wes honorably dis-
charged in order to accept o cormission as secund licutenant, infentry, which
e received on fugust 26, 1918. He wus then honorably discharged at Canp
Jacltson, South guerolina on pril 28, 1919

"o Sturdevant was narried December 23, 1923 to Eileen Fourcade, who
with two children, Clen R. Junior, and Tyler Rugeg survive hine

. Hx, 3turdevent®s work as a naturalist and o8 o scientist wos parti-
alerly notoworthy. He initiated the Grand Canycn Nature KNotes which meve
been regularly issued cach monih and wvhich are eagerly logked for by many
nature lovers throughcut the entire ccuntry. His nature wolks, comp fire
cnd rmiseun lectures have continually been o source of inspiraticn and
pleasure to thousands of Park visitors. Tt way always 2 grént scurece af
«atisfaction to Mr. Svurdevant to be able to crente in others an interest

in the works of nature ocnd o desirc for noture study.

Through his rescorsh activitics alo £ many liacs, particularly those
of geology and paleontology, he hod nade many contr ibutions to voricus
scientific publicotions and %o the cause of scicnce in gencra. By such
noted scienvists as Dr. John C- Merricm of tho (arnegic Institution,
Drs Iovid wWhite of the @eological Survey, Bre Charles Gllmore of the

mithsonian Imstituie and by mony others of equal renk, M re Sturdevant wos
ropidly beconing known as on authority.

Fis friends werc all those who had ever known him, cven casually. Eis
encmics were none. FEis loss is cne thet will be keenly felt and forever
nov.ered not only bty the mermbo of his fanily, his nany fricnds and as-
sociatos and his fellow officers in the Notional Park Service, but also by
the entirc world of science to which he hed node so neny valucble contri-
butions and in whiech he he such o brillicnt futurc.

Fied Johmscn was born in gmmob, Utch, Ostohor 25, 1638. His educa-
tion was reccived in the schoels of hig home tovm, upon the couplction of
which he engnged in the various agricuitural, cattle roising and geoneral
rountainecring activitics which later fitted him so adnirebly for hiw work
as o Park Ramger,

war

Although he was under the age of twenty-one at the timefucs declared,
he offered his gervices to his country and wog sent to training quorters
at a university in Utch, from which he was honorably diseharged in Septen-
ber, 1338,

Fred Johnson was married on Apeil 26, 1926 to Georgia @tt of ;mllas,
Texas, who with onc daughter, Jodn, survives hin. His demestic life was
proverbial throuchout the entire cormnity for its becuty and devotion.




re Johnsonts first connection with the National Park Service was in
November, 132%, when he was employed as a laborer. He later served in various
capacities, as sub-foreman and foreman in charge of construction crews,
unuil he was regularly appointed as Park Ranger on M ay 18, 1927, Jjust twe
'ays after the appointment of Glen E. Sturdevant. '

Pred Johnson was a man among men. His bruvery, manliness and interest
in his work was a source of the greatest inspiration to his fellew officers
and associates, His cheerfulness at gll times together with his keen sense
of humcr helped to make life more worth living for all who knew him. Fred
was acknowledged to be oiie of the most valuable members of the forcey, and
at the time of his death was in line for promotion to evem greater responsi-
bilities. His friends were legion and he never had an enemy.

In the natural course of events someone will be appninted to fill the
vacancy caused by his untimely end, but in reulity no one will ever be fourd
to fake ¥red?s place on the force, in the cémmunity and in the hearts of
those who.have- alwvays loved him. :

FAWNS ARRIVE FROM KATIBAR
Ey Ge Eo sburdeval]t

™ order that the visitor to Grand canyon National Park may %e assured
of a chance to see a semi-tame herd of Rocky Meuntein Mule deer, the iy
acopted by the Notiocnal Pork Scrviece g little over a year ago of bringing.
fawns from the Koibab to the south side of the Grand ganyen was again fol~
lowed this season. Early in February fawms from the Kaibab were shipred by
truek as they were a year ago lust fall, to be rcloascd ot (rand gexyon vil-
lage. The story of their capture, domestication and loter ghioment jto arec.
needing rextocking is one of extreme intercst to the nature lower.

The fawns were received from lr. chos. Heaton of Heatonts Ranch, Mooceasin,
"albab Indian Reservotion on the Kalbod plateacu near the north houndary of
Ailzena and it might be well to stote the method used by Wr. Heaton and others
who make a business of capturing wild fawna.

T™e areas where these deer are most plentiful are in the Xaibab Nationzl
Porest and the Urited States Forest Sorviec superviscs the capture of wild
fuuns. Upon application to the office of the Forcst Supervisor at Kenab,

Gtak, o permit moy be granted b capture a certain number of fawns in a desig:/

nated ares. The Foresht Servieo guerantees the permittce & sale hy November _ -

15th for gach fawn raised with a price of cround $25.00 for bucks and $27.00"
faor does. Efforts arc made to copture fowvms four or five days cld sinee ik
has ®een found thet at this age they are easicr to satch and they regpond
better to captivity. The permittee attempts tu capture his-@quota between
June 15 and July 15, ° P i
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Thc method employcd by the permittce in capturing fawns is rather unique.
It is practically impossible for @ man to run down a fawn even at this ten-
der age, 80 he goes to his assigned arca with a fow trained dogs., Upon
spotting a fawn of the desired age the dogs are releascd and the chase is
ons Ordinarily this is of short duration since thec fawns tire easily and
arc then pushed down by the dogs, which hold them under their paws, without
attempting to hurt them in any way, until the permittec arrives. The
ognimals arc then placed in crates or in darkcned compartments on a truck.
Within twenty-four hours the animals arc brought to the ranch amd during
this poriod they are given water but no food.

Lt the ranch they arc placed in pons darkencd with canvas. Unless
there is taken the precaution of darkening the crates on the trucks and
the pens at the destination the fawns oftentimes fight captivity until they
die. When placed in the pens the fawns arc given worm, fresh cow? s milk
diluted with water. Within a week they are accustomed to man and will tave
small guantities of other feed. Bran and oatmeal crc cdded to the menu
and within o remarkcebly short time the fawns become accustomed to their
new surroundings and to contact with human beings. Soon they may be turned
loose in a small feneed area to browse on natural fceed.

This latcst shipment of fawns wog brought to the gouth Rim by two trucks
which mode the trip by way of the now Icers Ferry bridge and arrived here
on February 6, after having been thirty-=four hours on the road. The ori-
ginal shipment consisted of ten favms. Onc foiled to survive the trip, bub
the other nime arrived in splendid shape and arc objects of the greatest
interest to our South Rim visitorg.

BEAVER AT PHANTOM RANCH
BY G. E. Sturdevant

Beaver, buffalo, and gold arc ealled the threc major factors that brought
about an early dovelopment of the wegt. The beayer and buffale suffered from
the inrocds of civikization to the extent that fears of extermination were
once voiced. fThere is o record of beaver trappers having visited the Grand
genyon as carly as 1826. After most of the beaver were romoved from the
tributarics of the golorado the fow survivors attempted to perpetuate their
kind, Thot they succceeded is cvidenced by finding colonics in scveral of
the gtreams within the park, and at one place they are o mencee to manfts
efforts to reclaim o portion of the descrt wastes.

When Phantom Ranch wag cstablished in 1922 ncar the mouth of Bright
Angel creek, the site was covered with ccetus, eats claw, mescal, and o
ronk growth of arrow weed, and willowe In time this waste land wos trans-
foraed into o veritable gorden spot. Small arcas bordering the stream
were clearcd of rocks and native plants and the rich alluvial soil now pre-
dueccs shade and fruit trees and vegetables to appeasc the desirces of the
numerous visitors who annually visit "the dcepest dowm camp in the worlds”
The long rows of cottonwood shade trecs thrived exccedingly, rctaining their
verdure in this sub=tropical climato the grecter port of the year.
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Recently, however, some pagsing boaver sepscd-their proximity to the

~.8tream ond whether it was focd or material for a dem that he desired, he

began gnawing away on a tree sme six inches in diameter. Morning found
the tree ncoriy scvered from its base. A slight breeze during the day.ac—
corplished the unfinished work of the beaver. Some renmcdial meosure was

neceggary even in a wild life sonctuarys

ATter consulting the U. S. Bioclogleal Survey it wes deeided to pur-
i baaver troap. A8 soon ag the trop arrives it is planned to
caver ot Phonton Ranch - carry them in gunny sucks up the stream
case thom in the vicinity of gottonwood where felled cottonwoods,
gnawings ond oceasionnlly o dam conveys to the Pork visitor the
ccustructive enginegraa

FAVORABIE SNOW CONDITIONS

Since there is a direct relationship between winter precipitation
and range corditions for the following summer Park officers are quite
optimiztic as to an abundance of feed for the Teibseb deer herd next season.,
snowfall throughout the Park has been uniformly heavy .all season, especially
on the North Rim. Thers, at the present time, the gnow on the ground ah
Bright Angel Ranger Station measures approximeiely sixty-four inches. On

the flats telow,the average depta is about om foob greater, and heavy snows
have been uniform over the entire Kaibab Plateau region.

Snow does not last so long on the South Rim as i# does on the other side
of the Canyon, and although the average depth on the south side at the pre-
gent time is only about six or eight inches the ‘total snow fall for the
season on the South Rim to date has amounted to Hle.% inches. The same con-
ditien of heavy snmows is reported generally throughout the State, empecially
on the headwaters of streems feeding the larger rescrvoirs- Cattlemeny
agriculturists depcndent wpon irrigation and the business interests of the
State in general are therefore quite encouraged as to the outlook fer the
coning season.




