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TYSON, JOSEPH, born at , Pennsylvanis,

March 21, 1827; son of and .

Married, Mrs. El i zabeth A. Abbott, a native of Massachusetts, at
8an Francisco, California, February 25, 1864, by Rev. Thomas Starr
King, which was the | ast marriage Cerenony performed by that noted
clergymane

The following is derived from a newspaper obituary:

Joseph Tyson is known to pioneers as "Colonel"
Tyson. He was educated and practiced law in Canada,
When the days of '49 came, young Tyson came West,

He lended at K/.bnt gonmery Street in San Franci sco
from an Atlantic whaler and at once hurried to the
mines ¢ o o . )

Tyson becanme much interested in mining and
traveled from one end of the State to t he other
buying, selling, experting and prospecting. He
made and lost hundreds of t housands of dollarse

San Francisco has always been his headquarters
and he has been empleoyed as a miningexpertby dozens
ofwealthy speculators. Although at his best he was

a mining man, "Colonel" Tyson at times acted as an
attorney and was a deputy in the Office Of City
Attorney EdwWi n Stonehill. He was a man of the
| ar gest’ western typee
Stewart's "History Of Siskiyon County" states that in 1855 he
joi ned with David D. Colton, whose name is connected with building
- the first trenscontinental railroad, and two others "in purchasing

t he Mountain Herald, t he name Of which was charged t0 the Yreka

Uni on and published as a Democratic newspaper by J. Tyson & Coe"

The following item printed in the Los Angeles News of February

8, 1864, indicates that he had been for some time engaged in mining

‘} in Arizona:

The teams Of Capt. Tyson arrived here on
Saturday last, from La Paz, with the large piece
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of metal from the Apache ChiCf, about which SO

mich has been said. \W& did not learn the exact

weight of the ore, but have heard it variously

e stimated at from 2500 t 0 7000 pounds. The ‘' Pocket - .
pi ece" above mentiamad ig on its Way t0 San Francisco.

The Prescott Ar izona M ner Of March 9, 1864, reported that

"Mr. Tyson, Superintendent of the Apache Chief M ne, 15 miles from
La Paz, has completed a good Well on the Prescott-La Paz roagd"
which refers to the location of what became the stage station
known as Tyson! s Wells near the present Site Of Quartzsite; with
re ference {0 steamboat transportation on the Colerado Ri ver the

Arizona Miner reported on May 25, 1864, that "Me. Tyson, at La

Paz, had forty tons of ore but did not want to ship it until he
had a hundred or nore ready. He has just commenced shipping
that now"; on December 15, 1864, he was appointed by Governor
Goodwin t0 be the first County Treasurer of Yuma County.

Probably early in the foil owing year he went to Wickenburg
and there erected a 5 stanp mill to work ore from the Vulture Mine;
on June 30, 1865, he recorded the location of the "Queen of Sheba",
"01d Abe","0fften" and "Sangamon" lode claims in the Has sayampa
Quartz Mining District; the Sheriff's census of Yavapai county
taken in 1866 lists him and his wife at Prescott; a communication
from Prescott printed in the Sacramento Union of April 11, 1866,
which reported that Henry Wickenburg had sold 300 reet of the
Wulture lode for §75,000 of which §$25,000 was paid i n money, went
on to state that:

Imme diately after the transaction took place

Wickenburg purchased Tyson and Coulter's mill, and
is now crushing rock from hi S extension eclaim, Tyson
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and Coulter are here in Prescott |ooking around for
what t hey may judge the best | ode whereon to locate
a mill, They affirm that they are conpletely
satisfied that it IS nuch wi'ser toereet and run a
mill in a tinbered country than in a desert one.

The Tucson Arizonian of May 1, 1869, reported that "Col,

Joseph Tyson, fornerly extensively engaged in mining.in this
Territory", had written a | etter from White Pine, Nevada, concern-
ing hls and other mines there; Captain George W. Coulter, a member
of the Walker party, also went from Arizona to White Fine about 1868
and they may have been partners in operating the quartz mill at
Wickenburg; listed, U.S. Census, 1870, at Hamilton, White Pine
County, Nevada, age 44, occupati on - Miner,

About ten years later he returnedto Arizona with a device

for recovering placer.gold as stated by the Yuma Arizona Sentinel:

February 28, 1880 - ~ Jos. Tyson, Esq., arrived this
week from San Francisco, and proceeded at once to
Gila City to superintend the erection of the concen-
tration machine, for the "Arizona Concentration
Company."™ Mr., Tyson opened the wel| near Ehrenberg
t hat now bears his neame.

Novenber 13, 1880 - = Capt. Tyson Of the Arizona
Concentration Company, left on 't he Steaner gila

for Ehrenberg ONn the 13th inst. Capt. Tyson reports
from the Plomoso District are very flattering and the
success Of the A, CeCo. i S Nnow established beyond a
doubt, a few sanples that we had the pleasure of see-
Ing and which are taken out of the machines daily,
show those famous placers, which, in early days were
so prolific, are about to be revived and will rival
the palmiest daysS in their production. We look
forward tO the time i N the near future when the
placers ir Yuma county will attract the attention

of that class of mining men who expect a speedy
return f Or their capital invested.

The editor of that newspaper had the following to say about him

on June 30, 1877:
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The name "Tyson's Wells,"™ in an Arizona paper
reminds us of the gentl eman after whom t he spot Wa
called, He Was one Of those inpulsive hopeful men,
who believed, year after year, that Arizona was coming

out strong "next spring."™ He was continually starting
up some enterprise with millions in it; but He never

succeeded in getting 'em out of ite (of such men was
Arizona full in early days. Some Of them are here
yet. |t does look now as if t hey might begin to get
rich "next spring."

Di ed at San Francisco, California, December 20, 1903, aged

76; buried Cemetery,
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