THORN, HERMANN; born at , New York ,

, 18__; son of Herman Thorn end .

Appoi nted from New. York as 24 Lieutenant, 24 U. S. Infantry,

Oct ober 15, 1846; transferred to 34 U. S. Dragoons, April 9,
1847; Brevet 1st Lieutenant for gallant and meritorious conduct
at the battles of contreras and Churubusco, August 20, and Brevet
Captain for like conduct at the battle of Molino del Rey, Septem
ber 8, 1847, where he was wounded; Ai d-de-canp to Brigadier
General John Garland in the Valley of wMexico; participated

in the battle of chapultepec, Septenber 13, 1847,

Pronoted 1st Li eutenant January 1, 1849, and
assigned to Company F, 24 U, S. Infantry; the Company was
ordered to California via Cape Horn but, on the advice of his
physician that the long sea voyage woul d endanger hisS health,
he secured permission to travel overland; |eft Fort Leavenworth
May 16, 1849, With 7 conpanies of regular troops commanded by
Col onel E. B. Al exander and arrived at Santa Fe early in July;
pl aced in command of 30 nen of the 1st U, S, Dragoons to
escort James Collier, aspointed by President Taylor as
Col | ector of Custons at San Francisco, and 28 other men of his
party; there were al so 14 New liexican packers w th about 200
pack mules and J. H. Hatcher as guide, who recelved $1,500
for nis services; left Santa Fe August 17 and traveled via
Al buquerque to Laguna t0 zZuni, and thence across what is now
Central Arizona, where they were repeatedly attacked by

Apaches (probably Tontos) from Septenber 17 to 20, during

which a Dragoon was shot through the forearm and had both
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bones broken; arrived at the junction of the Salt and cila
Rivers about October 1; Proceeded down the Gila and reached

its nmouth on october 15; Lie€utenant Cave J. Couts, then in

command at Cemp Calhoun (now Fort vuma), California, kept
a diary in which he wrote:

"on the 16th Capt. Thorn was hard at work

crossing the party, using the paddle in his
own i ndustrious hands, his men %i t%i n% on

the bank seeing it well done, DY hard work
I managed to see him on the 1lé6th, but then

he st waded hore, dressed on i.n his
shiﬁ and drawaesrs, t'o “shake hano‘sywlth ne

and was off.

"He had succeeded in crossing every thing
and, just at dusk took the caqgoe.quer .t o
bring a few remaini ng men. IS Teturn
the canoe (or canoes, as the two were
fastened) was capsized, drowning four of

t he party, Capt. Thorn, Pvt, Besté, &nd

t WO Nexlocans. Capt. Thorn was a gbod
swimmer, but an old Mexi can got him in his
embrace, and he was unable to extri-cate
hinself from the dying man's grasp. He
cane a long way to neet his sad fate, which

tcpuld not have happened at a nore unpropitious
i me.

On Thursday, Novenmber 1, 1849, Lieutenant Couts
made the foll ow ng entry:

"round today the remmins Of the lanented

Capt. Thorn and the old Mex. WhO drownad
him The marks of the ol d man's fingers
are very plain on the Captainfs left thigh,
where he was clinched by the hand of death."

Lorenzo D, Aldrich wote in his Jewrral of the

Overland Route to Califarnia -and—the—Gotd Mines on Novenber 12,
1849:
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"Thorn's body was found about six mles
bel ow this spot (Cemp Calhoun) and was
interred there. There has a teamarrived
today from San Diego to carry his remains
to the States,”

Li eut enant E, D. Beckwith, who assuned comrand

of the escort, made the following report of his death:

"He had been | aboriously enployed with
Crossing his baggage and party, the forner
of which he had conpl eted and, anxious to
conpl ete the transfer of his command and
party before it was entirely dark, over-

| oaded his boat, which, Struck by an eddy,
shi pped water, was filled and sunk, and
Captain Thorn and others drowned., | W tnessed
for several days the gallantry of Captein
Thorn at the head of his command during
various skirm shes wth the Apache Indians
fromthe 17th to the 20th of September,
whi ch could not have been excelled,"

J. W. Audubon, Who crossed southern Arizona en:
route to California about the sane tine as Thorn, made the
following entry in his journal for Cctober 17, 1849, just

after his departure fromthe Col orado River:

"On the road we heard that Captain Thorn
had been drowned. So ends tke |ife of an
of fi cer of distinction, whose quiet,
gentl emanly mamner, won from me my
admration and good-fel | owshi p during

the few hours of intercourse we had
engaged,"
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