Monstgn, Hmes Dawrosod”

mmcm; JAMES DAVIDSON, born at 5t. Johns, Oneida County, New York,
Novesber 6, 1837; ;em of James and Ann (Martin) Monihon; merried Josie C,
Linville, daughter of Hirem H, and Rebecos 5. (Mothersesd) Linville, at
Phoenix, A.T., March 15, 1877; dsughter, Rebecca Ann (Mrs. Hemer E. Sevage).
~ Moved with his parents to St. Lawrence County, N.Y., whers he worked on
the home farm and attended the public schoolss in 1855, at the age of 18, he
went via Panams to Cslifornis, whers he mined for placer gold in Sierrs County
and lster engeged in quarts mining; enrolled st LaPorte, Plumas County, August
16 and mustered in st Camp Downey, mear Oskland, August 30, 1861, to serve 3
years ss Privets, Captain Henry ¥. Benson's Company ¥, 1st Califernia intanﬂy;
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April 8, 1862, he was dstached from the Compsny and &asignaé with two Corporsls
and 13 other Privates of the lst Californis Infentry to the commend of lat
Lieutenant Willism 4. Thompson who had reésived two 12 pounder mountain howitsers
snd a supply of shot, shell and eannister ammunition; shortly afterwards the
detachment accompanied Vicke wagon train to Fort Barrett, near the Plma Village;
while there he rode with a party over to Salt River and first saw the valley
which was later 0 be his home; he made reference to that trip in sddress of
welcome to the Santa Fe, Frescott and Phoenix Railway when he was Mayor of
hoenix by sayingt .’
*Little did I think when I first spread my Mﬂﬂ on the

dreary sands of this gloricus valley in May, 1862 y that within a

quarter of & century thers would be a city nr :w, 0 inhabitants

holding 2 grand jubilee over the sdvent of a second mm*

He arrived i,n Tucson in time to serve as gunner of the howitser that was
used to fire a salute to the Anerican Flag on July 4, 1863; the detachment left
Tucson with other troops on July 10 and on the 15th they were attacked in Apeche
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Pass by ahout 450 zmm under Mangss Coloradas and Wo; the California
Velmﬁm mm nusbered but 130 man about half of whom were a.mm to
mﬁ m supply and emmunition wagonsy the fight lasted m m-dw until
after z‘em- P, K.* the soldiers being without water after sn sll night mareh of
forty miles from Dragoon Springs; the deadly effect of the shells from the
howitzers were something never before experiensed by the Apaches who finally
gave up thelr pmitim in the rocks so that the Californisns secured the spring
in the pass and obtained water for theuselves and the beams that nigitt; Mangas
Coloradas wes ammxyammd in this action snd the Apaches aftervards said
that they lost 69 warriors; two soldiers wers killed, one of whom Mhmgod to
the howitger detachment, and three others were wmdtd.

He went on with the troops from ipache Pass o the Rio Urande and remsined
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where he was promoted to Corperal in Oetober; stationsd thers until October,
1863, when he marehed with the Compeny vis Fort wmgﬂ.t and the Little Colorede
River for Fort Whipple, A.T.; reported as on detached service st Antelope Springs
mmu»mmmm not srriveist the Fert until Jenuary, 1864;
listed in the Territorisl Census taken in April as a soldier; he joined with 10
other Califarnia Volunteers in loesting mining elaims in the Walker District on
April 25, 1864, as they were permitted to do by & general order issusd by Generel
J. H. Carleton; honorably discharged at Fort Wnipple, A.T., August 29, 1864, by
mpixw&iw of enlistment; employed as civilian m&: for aamm m&n at
Fert Whipple from Novesber 15 to 26, 1865, and from March 1 to May 3, 1866.
Late in 1865 he located a ranch at Willow Grove on the road to Fort Mohave
about 85 miles from Prescott where he built s station for the accomsodation of
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travelers and imedistely after his discharge as Army guide moved out with ad-
ditional supplies; he then wend on to m@-am to purchase seed putatoss and
other things to cemplete his stock of goods leaving Bdward Clower in chargey
sbout & week sfterwerds when retwrning with the freight teams of S. C, Willer
he met Kilton Hadley and William King st Union Pass whe 4eld him that the Wallapal
indians had burned his station and killed Clower, J

He afterards valued his losses as a frame house, $765; clothtag and bedding
$2345 provistons, §489; garden seed $67; a Spencer and & Henry rife worth $60
and 263 ?ﬁwﬁiﬁi‘ii 2 Colts pistols at §20 each, and 1,000 rounds of smmunition;
the indiane alse stole 4 horses each wﬂ.h $100 and a thoroughbred horse frem
Kentueky which he valued st $340; after suffering this loss he became & mail
mWaﬁmmtwm%w%m msnnymam Wmmm
Feed and Livery smu in Prescott in 1868,
’ Listed, U, 8. mﬂs, Maly, 1870, st Big Bug, Yavapsl County, A, T,, th,
Miner; shertly afterwards he moved to the Salt River Valley srriving with six
dollars, two pounds of tobacao, 3 gun and a dogj aigned the articles of the Salt

RBiver Town !-Q“Mwm on @Mm %, 1870 and m"“ the first cottonwood tres

on the ﬁm&% afteywards culled Pimm&m mmm 8 livery stable on the
northeast corner of 1st Avenve and Washington Street in 1872 which he successfully
conducted for ten yeurs st first in partnership with the Starar Brothers; in 1874
he and Ben Bleck contracted to carry the mail once a week to Fort KeDowslly that
ssms yesr he was elected to be a mesber of the Board of Supervisors of aricepa
County; was captain of the first bucket brigade and was active in orgenising the
first fire depsrtment in Phoenix; in 1881 he was nominated s s Republicsn for
Nayor of Mﬂx but was defested by seven votes; went to the eastern 3tates with
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with his femily in 1863 and remained for six years; retwned in 1889 and began
the construction of the Monihen Block on the site 'at hig livery stable, which
was rated at its completion as the finest business edifice in Arisona.

Hlected ¥ayor of Phoenix, 1893 and reslscted 1896, as a lover of fine horses
he was for maay years Vice-President of the Trotting Association and served as
Judge at races; Comrede, J. W. Owen Post No. 5, G.A.R.; was Post Commander in
1894 and ﬁ@i&gﬂ&? to the National Bnommpaent in Beston, 1889; Senior Vice
Commsnder, Arigzona ﬁé;sth, 1899; member Arisona Lodge Wo. 2, F. & A, M.,
and alm: belongad to tdw Chapter, Cosmandery and Shrine in ?hamix; dled st
mm, A.T., Beptesber 2, 19043 aged 66; buried old city Cemetery; reinterved,
sod Memerdal Park, January 29, 1921 (War Department headstone).
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