HALL WRLARO PRESLE 01

HALL, WILLARD PREBLE, born at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, May 9, 1820; son °

of Hall and_ Satira (Preble) Hall; married (1) Annie
E. Richardson at on y 1847, children,
W I liam R. (Major Surgeon, U.S. Army), Willard P.andJ. N.

(2) o1iie L, A iver at on , 18643
children, 2 SONS ___and daughter

(Mrs. ).

Attended a private school in Baltimore, Md.; graduated from Yale College,
1839; admtted to the bar at Huntsville,Mo.1841; comenced practice at
Sparta, Buchanan Ce., Mo., 1842, and was appointed Circuit Attorney in 1843;
Presidential elector from liissouri on the Democratic ticket for Polk and
Dallas, 1844.

Enroll ed June 19 at Liberty, Mo, and nustered in at Fort Leavenworth
Jun 20, 1846 to serve one year as Private in Company C, Colonel Dumiphan's
1st M ssouri Munted Infantry; on arrival at Santa Fe he was detailed wth
Colonel Doniphan by Brigadier General S.W. Kearney to prepare a code of |aws
for the Territory of New Mexico which was published on Septenber 22, 1846 in
English and Spani sh as the "Kearny Code® and which becanme the basic |aw of
that Territory until 1912; was granted a furlough fromhis gompany and went
with General KXearney via the Gila route to California; while passing through
what i S now Arizona in November Was el ected fromthe St. Joseph District as
Representative in Congress from uissouwri; was at a canp fi ré W th Gen, Kearney
whenhe first learned of his election to Congress; participated in the battle
of San Pasquale, California, December 6,1846, and i n t he engagementsnear LOS
dngeles, January 8 and 9, 1847; at Los Angel es on February 11 Lieutenant Col onel

John C. Fremont, acting as Governor of California, wote hima |etter saying:



PREBLE -2 -

*I | earn with surprise and mortification that General Kearny,
in obedience to what | cannot but regard as obsol ete instructions
fromthe Secretary of War, neans to question my right, and, Viewing
oy posSition and claim clear and indiSputabled. I cax'mo’cf W t hout

considering nyself derelict to ny trust and umwepthy the station of

an American officer, yield, or to pernit myself to be interfered

With by any other, until directed to do so by the ﬁroper authorities

at home, predicated in full and anple dispatches that | forwarded to

Washington as early as August of |ast year.

"Intimations, not perhaps susceptible of positive proof, have

reached me that you were using your talents and high character as

a menber of the American Congress, in your intercourse with citizens

of this fpI ace and the troops under ny inmediate command, to raise

doubts, i f not questioning altogether the legitimacy or validity of .

my tenure of office,

"] feel nyself constrained therefore, in obedience to the behests

and high interests of my government, as well as the respect | cherish

for the position you oceupy, to inquire of you, in frankness, whet her

the intimations al | uded to have any foundation in fact or truth.®

Vént with keamey from Monterey to Los Angel es to contact Fremont arriving
May 12 and returned with themto Monterey; | eft there May 31 with Gen. Kearney,
Lieut. Col, Cooke, Lieut, Col., Fremont, Mpj Or Swords, Capt. Turner and Lieut.
Radford of the Havy with 13 men of the lormom Battalion and 19 nen of Fremont's
t opographi cal party; travel ed via Great Salt Lake and South Pass to Fort
Leavenworth, arriving August 22, 1847; went to his home in Mssouri and thence
t 0 Washington Where he took his seat as a Menber of Congress, December 65 ON
Decenmber 11 at Washington Arsenal, D.C., he appeared as a witness at the Court
Martial then considering charges of mutiny agai nst Lieut. Col. Fremont and
testified that at the time he received the letter from Fremont in California
he *was a Private in Conpany ¢, First Reginment of Mssouri Munted Vol unteers’
and that he then considered that Fremont "meant t0 avow that he woul d not perm't

anyone to interfere with him",



-

PREBLE . =3 -

Reelecyoq as a Democrat to the 3lst and 32d Congresses and served until

March 3, 1853; resuned the practice of |aw at St. Joseph, Mo., and was an
_ _ secessi on
unsuccessful candidate for the United States Senate, 18563 opposed kmxsbamxas a

member Of the Mssouri Constitutional Convention of 1861 which deci ded that

the Seate should remain in the Union and becane %&%utenam Governor.
Appointed Brigadi er General, M ssouri WMilitia, August 25, 1862, and was in
command of the North-western district of Mssouri until July 23, 1863; upon
the death of Covernor H, k. Ganble on January 31,1864, he becanme acting
Governor of Mssouri and served until 1865; resumed the practice of law and
was recogni zed as one of the leading |awers of the State, died at St. Joseph,

Mo,, Novenber 2, 1888, aged 68; buried Mount Moriah Cemetery,St. Joseph.

SOURCES oF | NFORMATI ON

Senat e Executive Document, No. 33, 30th Congress, 1lst Session. - pp. 10-ll,
207-209, 211-212.

Senat e Docunent 608, 63d Congress, 2d Session, "Doniphans Expediti on"pp. 64,
123,127, 128.

Wold, A. - Biographical Congressional birectory, Washington, 1928, p. 1049,

Bancroft, H.H. = H story of Arizona and New lexico, S.F., 1889, pp. 425-426.

The Adjutant General of the Army-Mlitary service records.

St. Joseph Daily Gazette, November 4,1882, (obituary and editorial).

The St. Loui s_dobe-Denpcrat, Novenber 4, 1882, p. 12, cols 1 (obituery)

Preble, W. Pe= A Ceneal ogi cal Sketch of the Preble Families, 1850, pp. 18, 19, 21.

Preble, G. Ho = The Fi‘é%ﬁ Three Generations Of Prebles in America, Boston, 1868,
Pe .



