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CANBY, LARD RICHARD SPRIGG

Born &% ____
Som of Isresl T, Canby and - _—

Merried Louisa Hawkins at Crewfordsville, Indieams, August i, 1839

Ko ehildren

Came t0 Fort Defisnce, Mew Mexieo, as Major, 1OW U.8, Infantyy, 1860
®as Brigadier Gemoral in Comaend of the Deparytment of the

Pasific when kxilled by Modos Indiens mear Siskiyou, Califomia,

April 11, 1BY3, aged 60,

Buried

Kentusky, Auvgust ___, 1817,
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EDWARD RI CHARD SPRIGG CANBY was borm im Kent ucky in August 1817 er
1818, He was the son of Israel T. Canby., He moved with his parents to Indiana,
His father was Democratic candi date for Governor Of Indiana during the Civil war.
He marri ed Louisa Hawkins at Crawfordsville, Indiama, August 1, 1839, There
Were no children,

He came t0 FOrt Defiance, New Mexico, as Major, 10th U. S, Infantry,
I n 1860. Was B rigadier General in command of the Department of t he Pacific
when killed by Modec Indians near Siskiyou, California, April 11 , 1873, (4 3{

He was 55 years of age at the time of his death . (4
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The blogrephy of Edward Richard Sprigg di scl oses that he was
bora in Kentucky, August 1617 and that he di ed April 11, 1873; that
on August 1,1839 he marrTed Louisa Hawki ns at Crawfordsville, Indiana.
There were no children. His military service is descri bed as fol | ows:

Union soldier, Was born in Kentucky. Hi S father Israel T. Camby
was | ater Democratic candidate fOr govermor Of Indiama, to which State the
family had removed., Camby was appointed from Indiana to a cadetship at
Westpoint in 1835, %r aduated there in 1839, and was comiss ioned Second
| ieutenant in the 2nd infantry, He served in the Florida Warandon,
routine duties for some years, Was promoted first [ieutenant in@8ly and
in 1847 waS appointed an assi Stant adjutant-general with the rard o captain,
In that capacity he acconpani ed Riley's brigade of Gen, Scott's army in
Mexice, Was present at the seige of Vera Crug t,he battles of Cerre Gords,

Contreras, and 8}:urubusco and the taking of the City of Mexico, and was
twce brevetted for galfantry. He was employed on dUties pertaining to his de-

partment, at first in San Francisco and | ater in Washingtom, until” 1855p when
he returned to the Iine by appointnent as major of the 10th Infantry, He them
served with his regiment at various stations on the frontier, the outbreak of
the Civil War finding himgarrison at Fort Defiance, New Mexi co. He was
agopoi nted col onel of the 19th Infantry, May 1k, 2861, and ass igned t O the command
of the Departnent of New Mexico. The district under his charge was an al nost
uni nhabi t ed region, remote from the principal theatre of the war, and the
operations conducted there were little noticed at the time and yet they had,
or might have had a great influence upon the resilt of the war, = Wien Gen. Sibl ey
led a Confederate expedition from Texas into New Mexico, his governnent had
| arger plans than the mere occupation of that territory, California was a
goal which Sibley hoped to reach., Its population was scanty, and i ncl uded
a considerable number Of SecesSSi ON sympathizers. Omce occupied, itsS con-
quest by Union troops would have been a difficult matter, and meamhile the
Confederate governnent could have dram fromit an anple supply of the gold
that it SO badly needed. Canby's f orce was small, and was |argely made up of
unrelisble local vol unteers. He fought and |ost a battle at Valverde, Jan.
21,1862, and thereafter avoided combat, USi Ng hunger, thirst and heat as his
weapons, as he' drew Sibley away from his supplies. The i nvasi on ended in com
Bl et e disastery and Sibley 's demoralized comand had |ost half its strength
efore it reached Texas againm, _
Canby was apEointed bri gadi er general of volunteers, Mar. 31,1862,

and ordered east. For a year and a half he was on duty as assistant adjutamt
general in Washingtom, except for a period Of four momths in 1863, fol | ow ng
the draft riots, when he was in command of the city of Wew York, Suppressing
di sorder and executing the draft, He was appointed Naj Or .?enerall of volun-
teers, May 7, 1864, and assigned to the commncf of the Mlitary Division ef
West Mississippi, embrasing the Gulf States and the Southwest,Asall avail abl e
troops had been withdram t0 Strengthen Gramt's and Sherman's armies, there
were no |arge operations im his district during 186k, He was severely wounded
bty guerrillas in November, Soonafter his recovery he managed to assemble
sufficient force for a serious canpaign against Mbile. The fortscovering it
were successively taken, by seige Or assault, and the city was entered on

ril 12, 1865. ¥y b and May 26, Canby received the surrender of the armes
of Taylor and ;ﬁrby smith, the last two Confederate armes remaining in the field,
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Por five years following the war he was moved from place to place in the
South, bei ng semt anywhere that the administration encountered serious dif-
ficulties. "Wherever he wemt", according to Gem. Cullum, "order, JOOd feeling,
and tranquility followed his footsteps,".

He had been appointed a brigadier general in the regular army, July 28,
1866, and was nustered out of the vol unteer service, Sept. 1, 1866, In 1870
he wae assigned to command on the Pacific coast. Always a friend of the Indian,
he undertook a mission to the Medees in northern California, endeavoring to
arrange a peacable settlement of the difficulties with the government, but
was treacherously nmurdered by the Indian envoys during his conference with them,
He was tall and soldierly in appearance, kind and courteous in manner,
utterly devoid of selfish ambition. H's superiors and subordinates knedihim as

a great commander; he was too modest and reserved to win the popular recognition
that he merited,

(G, Cullum, Biog, Reg.(1801) ,II, 18-2L; Battles and Leaders_of the Givil war
(188hL), vols, 11 and IVj Official Records, IV, IX, XXVII, pt, 1, XXXIV, Pts,
1’ 3,h’ XXXIX’ ptS, 1,2’%, XIJIX’ pts. 1’2; HQCO Wood, “ﬁ'le ASS&SSI n tlon Of
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Gen. Canby," in Jour. t he Military Service Insitution, IX (1888), 395-98,) T.M.S.
(Also Pension records °f widow)



