
























































































































OVERVIEW 

Some years ago, I felt it evident that the archaeological potential of site-context 

sample pollen analysis was not being well explored in United Kingdom research.  My 

experience as an archaeologist who undertakes palynological studies for the same reasons 

other archaeologists undertake studies of pottery or stone artifacts suggested the need for 

alternative approaches to exploit certain opportunities offered by site-context pollen 

study.  Three such alternatives have been employed in the two case studies described 

above.

The first is an alternative approach to the technical problem of recovery of 

sufficient pollen to accommodate analytical needs.  By concentrating the pollen of larger 

mineral soil samples one may obtain larger numbers of pollen grains.  But the principle 

issue to be addressed by alternative approaches to site-context sample pollen study is one 

of quality not quantity.  The pollen of mineral soil samples is normally less well 

preserved as well as more sparsely distributed, and it tends to have been dispersed by the 

vegetation of more limited areas.  Alternative approaches must also overcome these 

constraints of site-context sample pollen data. 

The second alternative approach I have applied, therefore, is an alternative to the 

strategy normally used for collecting pollen from archaeological sites in Britain.  Samples 

are usually 
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