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INTRODUCTION

According to what I have asked the elders of the Leu \( L ’TDW
\‘ |9 \Gl aA

in the area of Ban Poung and Tha Fa, the history of the e Lhow ;\/.:‘\.l_ H\a, D«

Thoa Newae g
Leu is known only as mere stories that were told from Those MM S
% popl who QwL

generation to generation. What are found in religious W o oo A ot

/QJ-Y\CQ& /\'\_QH ) CLCSO

or traditional books of Thai Leu during the past century Y cl“#—a,; \J ")/

e ¢
VM /&\‘( 2\ OJ q (L(
e OQ&(ICQ‘%

/

are not clear or thorough enough.

So the origin of the Leu is not known, and from what
is learned from books is only given in the past century
because the Leu people are not quite interested in their
own history. It is believed, but still doubtful, that the
Leu minority originated from the Lao because their
customs and traditions, or languages are similar.

Therefore, anyone who knows or hears or sees
anything concerning the history of ancient Leu, the
background of each era until the present time, should
come and tell me so that I can collect and compile and
then compose a history (story) for the children of the future
to learn.

So I would like to request that each and every Leu try

to collect news or stories concerning his own history and




brings it to the open or tells it to friends without hiding
so that they would learn that Thai Leu used to be a very
large race which might have millions of population. But
because of disunity the Leu became the people without a
country and were scattered to other countries such as
China, Laos, Burma, and Thailand.

So whatever we can do to contirubte to the greatness
of the Leu minority, to carry on the Leu nationality, and
to maintain its fame, we should try to do so. We should
take care of each other, that is if a Leu goes to a Leu

village he should not be starved.

Thank you to all readers.

r&%.
Dcs‘\
C Vo L)/( >\\-“'\"-S‘“\\‘U Az\(} LN Nﬂ'\«(; \“)‘;I\.u\tj_ /‘H«(\.[ S /.

\

t‘u 1. L";g& ~) 2 L 2Oo\W 1T




More than a hundred years ago, Thei Leu lived in
Muong Ou or Muong Senevifa in Phongsaly Province. At
that time Muong Ou was one of the large cities of Thai Leu
and was ruled by Leu Kings, one after another, but we know
the sotry only from the reign of King Chao Lammany
Mangkarasavanikatha Chao Nom (Chao Nom Tipavongsa
or Chao Muong Ou).

A | 21 A0NW
(O e
V \

At the time Thai Leu had many large cities each of IDCUYWY) &
which was ruled by a king. There were 12 such cities  qst S et ok - means |
; " omd. Ko 1o - Sww whal

altogether. So it was called Sipsongphannaleu which was - AUANS ,

located in Muong Xieng Houng, -+ Saact 'mu(‘)\(\ XLC/{uf I'SC‘.L‘»'Q o
While Chao M o ; e o L Soubauon Yoomane  Svd
ile ao Muong Ou was in power, he classified t e 1000 He /(cw}u‘f 0,2 1>

Leu in Muong Ou (the fifth land) as follows: 4%“6"\“{3" :

- One group of people was keeping guard of the salt

<Sod td \

) @
y BriBaior ”/ mines named as Bo Lom, Bo Déng, Bo Sao, and
o Damy AN L

Bo Ngé. These were the present day Leu who lived
in Houei Meng, Nam Ngao (Thong Sammone), Tha Nom "\Q‘Ciao ) 1Nen c}

‘ . N A0 6’V RPN \i\a‘; th\&
Fa, Ban Poung' Phimonsinh, and Ban Xieng Ngam. i

They are called Thai Bo.

- One group of people was rearing cattle and keeping

and maintaining the buildings in the area of the




residence of Chao Muong Ou. These were the Leu Kheourv JSave aso

Bolovom o anco. .
of the present day who live in Nam Thoung, Vieng

Phoukha and Muong Ngeun and they are .called Thai
Khoum.
During the reign of Chao Tipavongsa in the Buddhist 1% (' “'P,V?L—
(\_»,.\ cLLf m UL ut(

1§74 ¢ hugn Tumg
of people known as Ho Khouangma or Ho Kheua Lueuang Q,\Lul,u;_\ -‘ﬁ oOh &fi
oom Lv" e : 'on e }

Era 1220 and the Christian Era 1858, there were a grou

(Ho Thoung Lueuang = Ho with yellow flags) who came
and attacked Chao Nom Tipavongsa. When the Ho out-

numbered them the Leu had to evacuate their families

mu‘m‘:a 020& e SouHue

to Muong La. Some of the population evacuated towards W-w\mcmv

Muong Sing, Nam Tha along the road of Tha Fa and then 'H’M M\L(,\(\Cftid b{,b wa,u'

d the Mek i H iM Ph K )/J\G\[b; e
crossed the Mekong river to Houei Meng, ao Kout, \Phcw Kouk WWC’Y\% H\&M

Muong Khanekfif in the area of Muong Sirigna Nanthapa- " X&\* d]ﬂ“{d W\Wu

ousiromphomchackpata (Amph district) Xieng Khon < \ )
pou P ckp ( pheu (district) Xieng g Gm‘FW&/JQQ(CQ
of today), that is the Chao Muong was named as Chao XL@\ hovg, A won—
tadlod Soubma— Namtha
Sirichayanatha. Po- bg,\._l Yo'y ho’md\(&k
pelto, |

When the King of Lluang Prabang and the French learned
about this they led their troops to suppress the Ho and

chased them away from Muong Ou. After conquering the

Ho, they asked Prachao Tipavongsa to come back and rule
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the Lao side until today. T — fj‘"‘--@ 4 lv‘ﬂaﬁ\bn'& d‘%
P— Muong, Ou  wae

Lihe ol onedle Thone

called to the people who had been evacuated to the district WD Ol_(&l Do S SomionL

cu?ja'&kn\( am 5 oY un,\—

tms) H\uw/é Ou owm8

Muong Ou as before. Then they negotiated with the King

of the Ho on the matter of territory and Muong Ou fell on /

When everything returned to normal, King Tipavongsa

of Xieng Khong to come back and live in Muong Ou as

before. Some of them returned; some remained in Ban oz “' Wos W~
CWA«,«/ aw& ¢ e ombs
Tha Fa, Muong Ngeun, Vieng Phoukha, and Ban Nam w:.OQOS _

Thoung (Nam Tha). Another group of people who did not

want to return, remained in Houei Mé¢ng, Dong Sam Bo ntguant .H,u‘j) Wae qf’ »
/

Thone... About 66 years later Ban Tha Fa was being ’QO“} AK‘QOW*‘- KL

”Vw X\CL ;M wcuw ﬁm
established and the history runs as follows. . \CWd w’ew@x b«

UJ&A (o J. fe
and 15 mow— ¥ 3

in Tha Fa, because the land was fertile and suitable for U(j& Wﬁmf‘ LDOMOCQ

ol Hi Y 404

farming which was a means of earning their living. And w—f\% T R /c'UmAlSt

'/\lb C.LQ'HJA %\R-

Moa,wu. &) A 0
from the elders that there were a great many fish in Nam dalf g'l' and t-@ \LA-Q

Leu Thai Bo in a small number, about 30 houses, remained

also there were a great number of fish, as I have learned

| . rowa
Ngao and before going for net fishing, the people could put

The ddus swd o
the pot on fire while waiting for the fish to come. Sometimes l’msp 3\,\0 [sand am b~

Would) (ke

poF d S)‘ewmu Uﬁok&,\ o
there were a lot of fish they barked like anything. Today LULH\ C\\Q @0,,3\5
Fhey *e\ad m A<
MO ds
o He ku\\aw &
por amd e

they took their dogs with them and when the dogs saw that

there are still some fish but are not as many as before. ﬂw
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WORDS OF BLESSINGS RECITED AT THE RICE BACI
CEREMONY

Sathou, Sathou (exclamation of good wishes), rice is
the chief born in good places that are full of merits.
There was a hen named Sourignamangky, whose
transcendent virtues weighed two million eighty four
thousand and one hundred and eighty (2,084, 180) so she
was born as the supreme King who was never somber.
At the time a gain of rice was as big as seven fistfuls
in the shape of a gourd. The King took the rice to a
hermit who lived in a hill called Kirinongtao to learn
something about it. The hermit said that it was the rice
that Phagna Viroupakha had left for his fairy daughter
who would be born later. At that time the population
did not have to husk or pound rice; they just chipped off
the husk with knives and then cooked it. As it was they
did not have to sow rice seeds either; the grains just
flew into the storehouses constructed especially for rice.
At one time a very old lady could not complete the
construction of her storehouse, and there were lots and
lots of rice flew into her incomplete storehouse that it

was overleaded; so she took a piece of wood and hit the




the grains so hard that they were broken and bounced
about and then fell down on different, far away places.
After that the grains never returned to that city again
and the people had to live without rice. A gain fell into
a brook called Nong Houei Tao. A fish in that brook
called that rice grain Nang Kosok; and rice called the
fish Khao Toktang. As there was a shortage of rice
a millionaire's son had to go fishing and caught a fish
called Pa Nai Kham which was the lover of Pakang. So
Pakang traded a grain of rice with Pa Nai Kham, his
lover. He told the millionaire's son to plant the seed
in the field and it will reproduce for many generations
to come. Rice grew out of that was as small as what
we have today.

Recite this three times and take 8-9-10 piculs of
rice (approximately a picul is 60 kg, equal to two baskets).
If the above amount cannot be obtained, recite three
more times and try to get it again. When rice is obtained
continue reciting the second verse.

II. Sathou, Sathou, rice is the chief; we are calling

back your soul today, wherever you are you must come




today and at this time. The soul of rice that has been
spreading out three months ago should come back today.
The soul of rice that has been stranded in the field must
come back today and at this moment. The soul of rice

that is in a foreign land must come back today. The

soul of rice that is in a deep jungle at the end of the city
must come back today. The soul of rice in Muong Gnoung,
Muong Gnang must come back today. The soul of rice

that is hanging on top of the banana leaves in Angvahoungsa
must come back today. The soul of rice in Muong Lapoune,
Xieng Mai must come back today. The soul of rice that
has very strong, big roots in Sadao, Xieng Sene must come
back today. The soul of rice that has red stalks in Muong
Khoi, Muong Lao must come back today. The soul of

rice that has white stalk in Muong Souat, Muong Pho must
come back today. The soul of rice in the northern cities
must come back today. The soul of rice that has an egg-
plant shape in Xieng Sene, Xieng Rai must come back
today. The soul of rice that is full of flowers in Bo Va
must come back today. The soul of rice that is at the

whitish-green horizon must fly twistedly together and




turn like a watercourse and come back to us today.

Then recite the third version for ending.

III. When they call you in the south, do not answer;
when they call you in the north do not answer. The
grandfather of rice in Muong Mane must come back
today. The grandmother of rice in Muong Mene must
come back today. The father of rice in Muong Che must
come back today. The mother of rice in Muong Gnong
must come back today. All rice from everywhere must

come back today.

And the Baci ceremony begins.




