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HISTORY OF SARAVANE l ) 

When w i l l o l d t o h i s t o r y o r h i s t o i y work i s come o f people o f Sa -^vane , I 
ask a d v i s e ^ i v e a l l o f y o u much. 

Give you h e a r t ro i n person move s t r o n g t h a t l ose b e f o r e i n 
Moung Saravane b o r d e r . Have many person i s fence ou t a round 
o r w i l l c a l l l t h a t s t r o n g n a t u r a l u p , a l s o t h a t 
d i d Saravane i n o f . I s a prm^'ince w h i c h d i r e c t i c n 

s o u t h o f t he kingdom o f Laos. l a s a rea wide l o n g . About 4^0 

k i l o m e t e r s . Bo rde rs w i t h b o r d e r . 

To the a s t , the p r o v i n c e b o r d e r s Aru jgTapradeth, s o u t h e r n V ie tnam. To the 

w e s t , i t bo rde rs s o u t h e r n Sedone p r o v i n c e way . To the s o u t h , i t 

b o r d e r s A t t o p e a u p r o v i n c e . To the n o r t h i t b o r d e r s Wa^iikhamthong. To t he 

n o r t h w e s t , i t b o r d e r s Savannaket p r o v i n c e . Th is l a n d ( a r e a ) i n a rea i s l i k e 

t h i s : I t i s a f l a t a r e a . Crops a r e good go e v e r y t h i n g 

Th i s l a n d 

t h r e e a r e a s , as f e l l o w s : 

f u l l a n i m a l s o f a l l t y p e s . D i s t r i b u t i o n i s 

I 
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10. Roads and T r a n s i p o r t a t i o n 

See Commerce and T rade• 

Sara vane 

The c i t y o f Saravane has a good a i r s t r i p , L - 1 1 , w h i c h i s 

South o f t he e i t y o f Saravane i s a good a i r s t r i p , L - 1 1 , 4 ,796 f e e t l o n g , 

80 f e e t w i d e , and 550 f e e t above sea l e v e l . T h i s was b u i l t by USAID i n 

196 and i s t h e s i x t h l o n g e s t a i r s t r i p i n Laos . 

The qaarpvincial c a p i t a l i s served by a i r p l a n e s o f the R o y a l Lao Government, 

and the Lao A i r F o r c e . I n a d d i t i o n , a TJSAID " P o r t e r " v i s i t s t he c i t y f o u r 

days each week. 
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11. N a t u r a d l Resources 

The natural reso\irces of Saravane province have not yet been fu l ly inves-
tigated. 

F*" I The ma in r e s o u r c e i s l a n d , and t h e g r o w i n g p o p u l a t i o n c a n expand i n t o 

^ new a r e a s and improve t h e o l d ones f o r grcwrimsr o f r i c e . S a r a v a n e , w i t h use 

o f i r r i g a t i o n , d o u b l e - c r o p i n g , and t h e r e s t o f t he improvement o f modem 

a g r i c u l t lo re , s h o u l d be a b l e t o expand t h e g r w i n g o f r i c e and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n 

o f crot )s i n o r d e r t o a f f o r t e x p o r t s . 

The w a t e r powrr a f f o r d e d b y t h e Se Set and Se Done r i v e r s i s s t i l l u n t a p p e d . 

However , USAID A g r i c u l t u r e / i r r i g a t i o n e n g i n e e r s a r e i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y 

o f i n s t a l l i n g a n i r r i g a t i o n dam on the Se Set R i v e r s o u t h o f Bung X a i , and 

j p z X t t ^ ^ i n h e l p i n g the v i l l a g e r s o f a v a s t a r e a pu t i n an e x t e n s i v e sys tem 

o f x±Kex?Bcz i r r i g a t i o n d i t c h e s . 

?( Use o f t h e w a t e r ipcmwr f o r e l e c t r i c power has n o t y e t been e x p l o r e d , y e t 

] ' i t seems p o s s i b l e t h a t a v e r y good h y d r o e l e c t r i c s t a t i o n c o u l d be p u t i n 

n e a r Sen Vans: t o u t i l i z e t he power o f t h e Se Se t R i v e r and c a r r y t h e power 

t o Sa ravane , Lao N«am, and T h a t h e n g . The Se Set r uns t h e y e a r a r o u n d . . . 

±ZKQ0cixmix 

D e p o s i t s o f c o a l a r e f imnd a r o u n d Ban Padou. USAID d i d an e x p l o r a t o r y 

d r i l l i n g down t o 2 , 2 0 0 f e e t t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h i s d e p o s i t i n . 
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12. H e a l t h and S a n i t a t i o n 

Saravane has a Medicsal Chef who i s very h i g h l y r a t e d . D r . Phu Ngeun, who 

marr ied Nang from Saravane, came t o Saravane i n 196_. 

The center f o r medical f a c i l i t i e s i s the RLG/OB H o s p i t a l i n Saravane. 

This was ori^zrinally an RLG h o s p i t a l . I n 19 Operat ion Brotherhood, a 

F i l i p i n o o r g a n i z a t i o n , came to Saravane. The h o s p i t a l has a t o t a l of 60 beds« 

A t o t a l of d ispensar ies are located i n Saravane province. These 

are administered by D r . Phu Ngeun, the M e d i c i n - c h e f , i n close cooperat ion 

w i t h the TJSAID Publ ic H e a l t h D i v i s i o n . 



f 

f 

^00<5H m f l P O F 



rtr-

> 

4 . 

13 • Education 

Education i n Saravane Province i s as f o l l o w s : 

Primary: There are 154 schools w i t h I37 rooms and a t o t a l enrol lment of 

4 , 3 6 0 students and 166 teachers . There i s one p r i v a t e elementary school 

i n Saravane, the Chinese school , w i t h two teachers and 67 s tudents• 

A great dea l of expansion i s Roin^ on i n the province: USAID has 

helped ka±iizi|x8Bla3D»iBxa3aHbcr«?Bcix b i d l d or r e p a i r 19 schools t o t a l i n g 

42 classrooms, 39,744 textbooks have been provided by TJSAID. 

Thei * are four ©roupe Schola i res i n Saravane, loca ted : i n Saravane, a t 

Tha Moung Se, a t , and a t . Plans are t o 

put another i n a t Lao Ngpim t o replace one destroyed i n I962 by PAR bombing 

of I k t h e t Lao troaps* 

For t e n years there has been a Col lege i n Saravane, since 195_: t h i s o f f e r s 

1 -year ( 7 t h grade) courses. There are I 39 students ( I 9 6 6 - 6 7 school year 

f i g u r e s issued by the RLG March 15 , 1967) . Teaching i s by 5 Frenchmen, one 

Lao, and one American F u l l b r i g h t / u S I S grant teacher . The 

The Groupe Scholaire and College i n Saravane are located on a d j o i n i n g 

large education sec t ion i n the center of town. 

Lao Ngam - With the p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y problems, teaching i n schools 

of I a o Ngam suf fe red a decrease frcm 1960-65» and began t o b u i l d up again i n 

1966-67. The 6-room groupe Scholaire b u i l t by the French i n 195_ (RLG?) was 

destroyed i n 1962 Irjien PAR a i r p l a n e s bombed i t t o dis lodge a contingent of 

Pathet Lao troops (PAN?). A t o t a l of schools remained i n o u t l y i n g 

v i l l a g e s , w i t h CREC teachers . - These teachers know a b i t of Lao and 

are g iven teaching by have secured some t r a i n i n g as teachers i n Saravane. 

I n the summer of I 9 6 7 , 10 former CPJCC t eachers , plus 10 news ones, rece ived 

t r a i n i n g i n Saiavane and are now teaching i n Lao Ngam. to t t o o t a l of vi l l a g e r s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , students from the Col leges a t Saravane, Pakse, and V ien t iane 

were h i r e d i n I966 and I967 t o a c t as teachers . 
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History of Saravane as Recalled hy Patys Boamsou Ĥ okhamplcu 

( 
t 
4 

Before there was any Saravane, the Kha peoples occupied t h i s area . From 
the Mekong River to the Xe Set E i v e r was Moung Khamthong, and the people 
who occi9)ied t h i s area were Lao. The Kha people l i v e d f ron t h e Xe Set 
R iver on to the inoimtains to the e a s t . There were perhaps 30 ,000 Kha 
people l i v i n g i n the area then , according t o the o ld books. The Kha came 
over and s t o l e the c a t t l e o f the Lao l i v i n g on the other side of the Xe 
S e t . T h e i r depredations grew so great t h a t the people o f t h a t area 
appealed to the King o f V i e n t i a n e , King Ounglaw, f o r ass is tance . He 
responded by sending two b r o t h e r s , Thao Oun, the o lder b r o t h e r , and Thao 
Een, the younger b r o t h e r , who were s o l d i e r s , t o take a look a t the s i t u a t i o n , 

Thao Oun and Thao Een came t o Khamthong and soirveyed the problem. They 
r e t u m e f l t o V ien t iane and repor ted on i t . So King Ounglaw sent a t roop 
o f f i v e hundred s o l d i e r s , mounted on horses, under Thao Oim and Thao Een, 
to s e t t l e the s i t u a t i o n . Thao Oun and Thao "^en a t tacked the Kha. A f t e r 
the b a t t l e , the Kha a l l went south t o Attopeau. 

t 
t 

The Chao Moung o f Khamthong a t t h i s t ime was Chao Moung Prayat Thammatpie, 

K 

I n r e t u r n f o r t h e i r m i l i t a r y ass is tance , the people o f the Khamthong area , 
who moved t o the Saravane a r e a , appealed t o the k ing t o have Thao Oun and 
Thao Een become t h e i r r u l e r s , and so King Ounglaw degreed. The f i r s t 
c a p i t a l o f the area was set xtp a t Vienfe Kham, which was known as Moung 
Man. A f t e r nine or t e n y e a r s , the c a p i t a l was moved t o the other side of 
the Se Kong R i v e r . From here , a f t e r one or two y e a r s , i t was moved t o 
Moung Lek. The Tha i changed the name Moung Lek to Saravane. 

Thao Oun became the Chao Moung: Thao Een became the Oprabat , l i v i n g a t 
Thamoungxe. 

-JHHHHHHf 



Lineage of the Family of Patya Bounsou Haokhampieu, Saravane (Continued) 

2 ) Thao Boimkieo, m. Nang 
3 ) Nang Sesamnouane, m, Thao 

1) 
2) 
3 ) 
U) 

U) Thao Bounkhong, m. Nang 
1) 
2) 
3 ) 
U) 
5 ) Nang Sesamai 
6 ) Thao Boimyom 
7 ) Thao Bounvong 
8) Nang Sesomechai 
9 ) Thao Bounsaleum 

10) Nang Soiikkasem 
11) Nang Souttehack 

m. ( 3 ) Nang Ka i Geo 

1 ) Nang Le ( d i e d a t age o f 5 ) 
2 ) Nang Nu Peen 
3 ) Nang Nu Pieng 
U) Thao Boun Luk 
5 ) Nang Nu Peng 
6 ) Thao Bounlong 

m. (U) Nang Bong 

1 ) Thao Khain ( d . 
2 ) Nang Nu Neen ( d . 
3 ) Nang Nu Nuun 

The wives o f Bounsou Maokhampieu were f o u r : he had n ine daughters and f i v e 
sons, and, by his l a s t th ree wives» c h i l d r e n , a t o t a l of 2 1 grandchi ldren 

(and those of h is f i r s t wi#c*s c h i l d r e n , which are not recorded) . 

(Th is in format ion recorded by Galen Beery, TJSAID/Saravane, i n 1967, a f t e r 
discussion w i t h Nang Nu Thong and Patjra Bounsou Maokhair5)ieu.) 



Lineage of the Family o f Patya Botoisou Maokhampieu^ Saravane^ Laos» 

Patya Boimsou Maokhampieu was born i n Khajnthong ( i n what i s now Wapikhamthong 
prov ince) i n 1B73, the son of Pratya Mao and Nang Khairpieu. Entered wat a t 
the age of 2$ and l e f t a f t e r s i x months, a t the age o f 26» Samien and Deputy 
Chao Momg i n Khamthong tmder French a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I n 1918, a t the age o f 
31 , appointed Chao Moung i n Saravane. Older s i s t e r marr ied Payabouakham 
Maokhampieu, who became Chao Khoueng i n Saravane, 19Uli-19li5. P resent ly l i v i n g 
i n Saravane, r e t i r e d , and i n f a i l i n g h e a l t h . 

m. ( 1 ) Nang Kong 

1 ) Nang Sangwan, m. Thao Oppahat Porn 
1) 
2) 
3 ) 
U) 
5 ) 

2 ) Thao Southaou, m, 1 ) Nang Kon 
2) Nang Poum 
3 ) Nang Tang 
l i ) Nang Sawn 
5 ) Nang Touan 

m. ( 2 ) Nang Liem 

1) Thao Simoung ( d . 
2 ) Nang Solothsa, m. Thao Poun, Chao Moting 1952-195U. (Older s i s t e r 

of Thao Poun was a w i f e of P«ml V i t r y , the French p r o v i n c i a l 
governor • ) 

3 ) Nang Nou Letl> m. Nydeng Thongsa, son of Thao Leung Thongsa and 
1 ) Nang Nu Thet , m. Thao Naihoun Moun Thonpsomsanath Nang Chantha, 

1 ) Nang Nu Phet (Ik, 1955) 
2 ) Nang Boualecha ( b , 1957) 
3 ) Jfhao Sengsouan ( b . 1958) 
h ) Nang Khairpiouvien ( b . I 9 6 0 ) 
5 ) Nang Khai!?)ienggeo ( b . 1961) 
6 ) Thao Sengarun ( b . 1962) 
7 ) Thao Sendara ( b . 196k) 
8) Nang Warunne ( b . 1967) 

2) 
3 ) 
U) Nang Nu Thong ( b . 19 , Secre ta ry , O f f i c e Inspector des Ecoles 

P r i m a r i e s , Saravane) 
'5) Nang Nu Thai ( S e c r e t a r y , Lao A i r L ines , Pakse) 
6 ) Thao B o u a l i 
7 ) Nang Nu Ma i , m, Thao Khamspy Saimanie i n 1967. 

U) Thao Bounkham, m. Nang Bouts ic^ . (Formerly Colonel o f p o l i c e i n 
Saravane, now i n V ien t iane as c o l o n e l o f p o l i c e ) , 
1 ) Nang S e v a l i , m. Thao 

1) 
2) 
3 ) 
U) 



L i f e H i s t o r y o f Thao Patyabounsou Maokhampieu o f Saravane 

The oldest man in Saravane, the fading patriarch of the numerous Kaokharcpieu 
family, is Thao Patyabounsou Maokhampieu, Ke was born in 1873 in Ban Kham-
thong, now part of Wapikhamthong. His father was Pratya Mao; his mother's 
name was Khanpieu, and when i t was decreed that the Lao must bear famî ^^ 
names, Thao Patyabounsou put together the names of his father and mother as 
the family name, Maokhampieu. 

As a good Buddhist , Bounsou entered the wat when he was 25 , l e a v i n g i t s i x 
months l a t e r when he was 26. He worked a t var ious government jobs under 
the French admin is t ra t ion based a t Khamthong although he had no school ing. 
When he was b o m , the area bad been a smal l p a r t of T h a i l a n d , as was Cham-
passak. There was a a t r i b u t e o f two baht per person p a i d t o a nominal Lao 
goveimment i n V i e n t i a n e , c o l l e c t e d by o f f i c i a l s who came i n every two or 
three years• Bo\msou seems a lso to r e c a l l some t r i b u t e pa id t o T h a i l a n d . 

At the age of 31 , i n 1918, Bounsou was sent t o Saravane t o become Chao Moung. 
He acted as Samien (Secre tary and A s s i s t a n t ) and Deputy Chao Moung under 
the French i n Ban Khamthong, and was advanced t o the new rank of Chao Moung, 
He was w e l l acquianted w i t h Paul V i t r y , the French Commissioner, who l i v e d 
i n Bmg Kham. (Bounsou notes t h a t he and V i t r y were b o m i n the same y e a r . ) 

Bounsou marr ied four t i m e s . His f i r s t w i f e , Nang Kong, had two c h i l d r e n , a 
daughter and a son. The son marr ied f i v e d i f f e r e n t w ives . His second w i f e , 
Bounsou's, had a son and two daugfrters. His t h i r d w i f e had f o u r daughters, 
and two sons: the f o n r t h had a son and two daughters. Thus Bounsou had 
f i v e sons and nine daughters, who have m u l t i p l i e d to become one of the two 
c h i e f f a m i l i e s o f Saravane. 

t - t 

With the small number of posts available under the government administration, 
the Maokhampieu family gradually grew into anmber of positions. Bounsou's 
nephew, the f i r s t son of his older s ister , became Chao Khoueng Payabouakham 
Maokhampieu, the f i r s t Chao Chao Khoueng of Saravane. One of his daughter's 
married Nai Tha Manlbod, fi-om Keng Kasa, whose daughters married the men 
who breame the Chao Khoueng (Sithat Sithiboume), the Police Commissioner, 
and other o f f i c i a l s . His son is the Chief of TP in Vientiane. And, with 
the interlocking family relationships, Bounsou recalls that his second wife's 
daughter's husbands had an older sjster who was a wife of Paul V i t ry . 

Bounsou is now 9U years old, weak, and his eyesight f a i l i n g , but s t i l l able 
to move around the home he bu i l t many years ago in Saravane. Most of bis 
children have died. One daughter and another descendent take care of him. 
A granddaughter, Nang Nuthing, a secretary in the off ice of the Insp>ector 
des Ecoles Primaries, talks to him in the evenings to entertain him. She 
roust stout since he is becoming deaf. But he is s t i l l Interested in re-
membering detai ls of the history of Saravane. A number of years ago he 
wrote a book on the history of Saravane, but, as he ruefully observes: " I t 
was l i s t , I guess - I haven't seen i t for ten years - and I 'm just too i l d 
to write any more. 



Translation of *»Pawasat Moung Saravane** by Ma ha Vankhain Soureyatdeh 

(Page 17, continued, and Page 18) 

So about then, a l l the Payasen of movng Chin, headed by Nathai and Naneua, 
joined forces with many people and went to see Chao Sinyatsum, the Chao 
Moung of Lan Xang na Charpassac, to request and advise that Thao Xieng 
Man be the o f f i c i a l provisional replacement. 

Thao Xieng Man would be the o f f i c ia l replacement, to administer Moung 
Chanmoungsen, but a l l persons did not believe that he was of noble b i r th . 
But Xieng Man was a bright man. This situation was special. I t was 

f possible to authorize the people who lived in Moung Xieng Man, who moved 
\ from Tha Moung Xe, to come and live near Saravane on the north side of the 

Sedone River. This place was a good place and would be good for gener-
I ations yet to come. The name would be called Moung Man. After f t te and 
• a half years, there would be many people. They could then well see that Thao, 

the son of Khampetun, would have attained the age of twenty-one and would 
be competent to take over tte administration. I f Xieng Man were free to 
administer, he would see 

When i t was agreed together, Thao Khapetun was asked for permission for 
this to be done, and asked permission for Saravane from the king of Thai-
land (Pratputtayotfatchiilalok). The king of Thailand also gave his per-
mission. In ways such as this, the Lao nation gradually delined to become 
part of the country of the Thai. 

THE REIGN OF PRAT AEKAHRAT I OF MDUIJG SARAVAflE 

I 
•'4 



Translation of *»Pawasat Moung Saravane** by Ma ha Vankhain Soureyatdeh 
(Page 16 , continued, and Page 17) 

Despite t h i s occurence, they again planned to move the image, and t o use 
a boat t o t r a n s p o r t i t . Th is t ime they put whi te c l o t h down i n the boat , 
and r e s t e d the image upon i t . But as they went , Mp another r i v e r , the boat 
again sank. So t h i s r i v e r was c a l l e d the Houai Hua ("Boat River**) • The 
Buddha image re turned t o the wat as b e f o r e . 

The people understood then t h a t the image d i d not wish t o be moved, but 
they again made o f f e r i n g s to i t so t h a t they could move i t on the t h i r d 
t r y . Th is t ime they put i t i n a l a rge glass j a r , which they put i n another 
boa t . When t h i s boat came to a ae r ies o f strong r a p i d s , the same accident 
occurred again . The boat sank i n the rapids - the glass j a r broke and 
•weryth ing was l o s t - where, they d idn«t know. And the image a g a ^ returned 
to the w a t . The rapids were given the name of Keng Paoub ( ^ ^ / l i j j i / ' ^ l ) ^^ 

Rapids'*)> and they ramain so t o t h i s day. ' > 

Since i t was l i k e t h i s , everyone was ab le t o see t h a t the Buddha image 
did not wish to leave the o r i g i n a l w a t , and i t was res tored t o the o l d wat 
a t Ban Tha Moung Se. But since a t h i e f l a t e r came and s t o l e the j e w e l i n 
the nave l o f the image, the power which i t had has t h e r e f o r e depar ted. 

HH(* 

I 

THE REION OF CHAD SOMMDTHE (THAO OUN) AND PRAT UMBO (THAO EEW) 

The r e i g n of Chao Somrauthe and P r a t Lambo (Thao Oun and Thao Een) of 
Moung Saravane went on f o r a long time - $2 years - u n t i l t h e i r deaths. 
We ck> not know where Chao Sommuthe d i e d . But i t i s known t h a t P r a t Lambo 
and his w i f e d ied i n Ban Tha Moung Xe. There i s an ancient t h a t ftonument^ 
which contains the bones of P r a t Lambo which s t i l l remains t h e r e . ^ 

Chao Sommuthe (Thao Oun and Nang Peouk) had f i v e c h i l d r e n , as fo l lows: 

1 ) Thao Xetemoungpon ( o r Xieng T c h i e t ) , who was c r a z y . 
2) Thao Kairpetm 
3 ) Nang Mieng 
U) Thao Kham Rang 
5 ) Thao Kham Raw 

There were no c h i l d r e n from the f a m i l y l i n e o f P ra t Lambo (Thao Een, who 
marr ied Nang P i k ) . 

I n the o f f i c i a l manner, Paya Thaommatpie donated r o y a l g i f t s to Thao Oun 
and Thao Ben. He administered one h a l f o f the area t h a t Chao Sommuthe and 
P r a t Lambo glso administered a b s o l u t e l y , from t h e year 1727 t o the year 
1779 ( B . E . ) ^ And when Thao Oun and Thao Een had passed away, there remain-
ed the c h i l d , Thao Xetemoungpon, who was grown, but insane, t o take over 
the r u l e . The f a m i l y l i n e of Thao Khanq^etun had one c h i l d , but he was s t U 
young - only about 16 years o ld - and could not administer the moung. 

1 This monument s t i l l stands, i n decay and broken i n t o , near Thamoungxe. 
2 118U-1236 A.D. (? ) 



Translation of *»Pawasat Moung Saravane** by Ma ha Vankhain Soureyatdeh 
(Pace 16) 

Many years ago, before names were given to the villages, the villagers 
liked to build a type of house which did not have strong rafters. When the 
wind blew hard, that type of house cdllapsed. So they named one village 
Ban Gon Sudt ( ^ ("Village of the Rafters Which Move"). 

V 

Later, Prat Rambo (Thao Een), convinced a l l the Kh'itm in four villages 
to come from far away to Sekaman (i^^ntt^UlO , near the Sekaman River), 
and they became the Kha Een of today. And he went to see and teach a l l the 
Kha to come to Sepone. He had them move to the villages which are now Ban 
Nong Boua (••Village of the Lotus Pond,"), Ban Phone Than, ("Village of 
Than's Hill,"), and Ban Bm Po Soi ("Village of the Hanging Bo Tree Paddy"). 

And he went to see and teach the Kha Alak Lanka, the Kha of Ban Tuk Suk. 
This group of Kha came because they could net deer in the forest and skin 
them. Once, after doing this, they returned to sleep in their own villages. 
During their sleep that night, spirits of the forest came and brought them 
visions of how they should move half of their village and locate i t near 

1 the large field. This is Ban Yok Tong Tcholot ( tJUl̂ jhW*)̂ !))̂  
^ the Khanwere shown how it was to move. ^ 

Once a spirit doctor told them that "If you don't furnish me with a hun-
^TT'l ' dred maidens as servants, the spirits will k i l l you all." The Kha were al l 

very afraid of the threat, and each gave his own daughter as such a sacri-
^̂ ^ ^ fice so that they would not die. When the hundred daughters were assembled, 

they had a large ceremony in a rice field, now known as Ban Na Koy Sao (tjw 
- "Village of the Maidservants.") The Kha gave the area the name. 

The Kha took their own daughters and gave them as servants for that spirit 
! doctor: that is how the Alak Kha respect the spirits. (This translates as 

"person-love-religion-spirit",(or *pu-hak-xat-pei'^which has now changed 
to becOT̂  •Alak*)® After this, the hundred jgiris l^re childred and took 
husbands and had families -every one of them. Thus began the villages of 
Ban Na Koy Sao and Ban Mak Nao ("Village of Lemons"), and they s t i l l remain. 

When the town of Saravane was built, the people believed in the way of 
the Buddha, and they built a wat at Ban Tha Moung Xe. When it was finished, 
they asked a monk, the head nun, Kham Phong, to come from Vientiane, and 
she did. She, Kham Phong, erected a fine image of the Buddha, which had 
the power of coining and going at will. When she was finished, she set a 
magical Jewel in the naval of the image. This endowed the wonderful image 
with special powers, and much respect was paid to i t . 

« J 
The old books say that at first it was decided to place the image in 

Moung Khamtong NghaiLnear Lao NgamJ. The way to take i t was by boat, up 
W ] the Xe Done River. The people ballasted the image so that it would not 

rock the boat. When they went yjp a strong river, the boat tipped over, 
carrying the ballast stones and the image under the water. A man was 
picked to retrieve the image, but he dived and saw only the ballast stones. 
Because the people could not find the image, they returned to the wat; but 
as they drew near, they saw that the Buddha had already returned to its 
place. So they named the river the Houai Heen ("Stone River"). 

t 
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H i s t o r y o f Saravanes T r a n s l a t i o n - Page 5 

D i f f e r e n t T r i b e s i n Saravane P rov in66 

People v i l l a g e r Saravane 10 f a m i l i e s cone f roc i t r i b e s 

go here such a s : 

1 ) Kh'mu or K o m n T r i b e . A l l h e i ^ i s head/owner o f 

2 ) Kh'mer or Cham. A l l here come f rom b l a c k I n d i a . Sve r have 

o 6 f i n t h i s b o r d e r / a r e a . 

3) T r i b e ccme f rom (pe rson t h a i ) come f r a n Moung paddy l i t t l e 

4) T r i b e 10 moiin^ come f rom a l l 

a re now Galenas: o r Souay a t t he p resen t t ime* 

5 ) T r i b e 10 mounsrs come f rom a l l Lat -wa 

B .E , 1716 f rom N a k o m o l d or G a t l a n g i n t i m e s 

T r i b e s o f Kh'mu o r Kha; Owners o f 

T r i b e s o f Kh'mu o r Kha a r e persons who a re owners o f 

That t h e y 

come i n 

L a t v a o r Lao 

t h a t . 



4. History of Saravane Province 
The basic history on Saravane province is a book put out in 196_ by 

Chao Khouen<ar Sithat Sithiboun, the seventh Chao Khoueng of Saravane, shortly 
after he became Chao Khoueng, This book, "History of Moung Saravane," was 
writen by Maha Sankham Souriyatdeh ( ). 
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5 . M i l i t a r y S i t u a t i o n 

^ J 

t 

i - i 

( 

The m i l i t a i y s i t m t i o n i n Saravane Province i n recent years has been on 

of progress f o r the Royal Government of Laos. Tn I 9 6 0 , w i t h the d i v i s i o n 

of the d iss idents w i t h the Kong Le coup-de -e ta t , the m i l i t a i y i n Saravane 

was d iv ided i n t o two f a c t i o n s , the n e u t r a l i s t s and the r i g h t i s t s . The 

area was m i l i t a r i l y weak, and even as l a t e as I966 the Chao Khoueng was 

r e p o r t e d l y d r i l l i n g a l l the a"ble-i)odied men of Saravane on the soccer f i e l d 

every weekend 3b£x f o r an a t t a c k t h a t never came. 

I n 1962, FAR T-28 a i r p l a n e s bombed the c i t y of Lao Ngam and destroyed a 

six-room school where n e u t r a l i s t / f i & t h e t Lao s o l d i e r s had biovacked. Unfor -

t u a n t e l y , they had a l l l e f t b e f o r e . The PL continued to c o n t r o l the a r e a , 

movinfir south and north t h r o u ^ the area and i n e f f e c t c u t t i n g Saravane o f f 

as an i s o l a t e d m i l i t a r y pos t , together w i t h Thatheng. 

I n 1965, the PL b\arned two b r i d c e s , crossing the Houei Thone and the Se 

S e t , on the road t o Lao Ngam, e f f e c t i v e l y c u t t i n g o f f t h i s a r e a . 

I n an-area-wide m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n , elements of the American government 

a ided the FAR and l o c a l v i l l a g e r s by equipping groups of v i l l a g e r s as 

" V i l l a g e Defenders," arming some 2000 "AC" w i t h carb ines , r i f l e s , and rad ios 

t o set up a chain of v i l l a g e s portected w i t h smal l detatchments of troops 

i n the I V t h m i l i t a i y reg ion of P&kse. 

With t h i s a i d , i n l a t e I 9 6 6 , the v i l l a g e r s acted admirab ly . Areas where 

the PL had former ly c o n t r o l l e d , moving nor th and south and i n t o v i l l a g e s a t 

w i l l , new became i n h o s p i t a b l e . I n Ban Bung X a i , ( ? ) i n February , when the 

PL came i n to harague the people, the young men went to get t h e t r guns and 

came back shoot ing, i n Ban Bung X a i ( ? ) , a f t e r a medic was put i n t o an RLG 

dispensary , the PL at tached by shoot ing across the r i v e r . V i l l a g e r s retximed 

the f i r e . 

A f t e r t h i s , there was a period of peace f o r almost e i g h t months u n t i l 

SeDtember, 19^1 • At t h i s time a group of PL and V i e t Cong, rumored t o be a t 

around 500, began moving i n the area north of Lao Ngam and South of Bung X a i . 

They had severa l brashes w i t h the FAR toops i n the a r e a . When FAR troops 

entered Ban on September , k i l l e d two and iSjMgSl^two of them, 

the r e s t of the PL came to Bung Xa i i n force on September and took over 

the town, ^hey moved around w i t h hinderance and ransacked the Tasseng's 

house, then disappeared i n t o the j u n g l e . Two days l a t e r , on September 
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7 , Economy 

Saravane province has an a g r i c u l t u r a l economy based on grcwing paddy r i c e , 

"but t o the south, i n the Lao Ngam and Thathenc: a r e a , there i s much growing o f 

p l a n t a t i o n crops such as tobacco, c o f f e e , c o t t o n , bannanas, and pineat)ples« 
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8* Indus t ry 

Since Saravane i s a r a t h e r i s o l a t e d prov ince, w i t h few n a t u r a l resources 

and measn of exDor t , and the bas is o f an a g r i c u l t u r a l economy, there i s 

almost no indust ry • The v i l l a g e r s are themselves s k i l l e d i n making such farm 

items as wooden plows and harrows • There a r e a number of very smal l v i l l a g e 

b lacksmith shops where severa l men work part time t u r n i n g scran i r o n i n t o 

knives and machetes, hoes and axe-heads, and other i r o n work of a s i m i l a r 

simple n a t u r e . A l l of these implements are turned out f o r l o c a l "consumption 

and none i s made f o r e x n o r t . I n Saravane, there are a l a r ^ number of imple -

ments brought i n from Tha i land , But s a l e , but there are none made l o c a l l y . 

Many wcxnen i n the v i l l a g e s r a i s e co t ton , g in i t i n simple wooden cot ton 

g i n s , and weave simple cx tk c l o t h from i t . 

There i s s t i l l scsne s i l k industry i n Saravane province but i t i s dwindl ing. 

At the v i l l a g e s of Ban B\mg X a i , Ban Tha Moung Xe , and o thers , women r a i s e 

silkworms and spin the e i l k i n t o s k i r t s which are sold l o c a l l y . The q u a l i t y 

i s poor and the dyes fade and run . This indust ry does b r i n g i n some cash: 

a t the t i l l a g e of Ban Bung X a i , which i s perhaps one of the l a r g e s t towns 

producing s i l k , there are a t o t a l of racks f o r baskets (« keng mon). 

When one woman was asked i f she made much money, she pointed to a sewing 

machine and said tha t he she had an made enough money to earn i t l a s t y e a r . 

There a re r i c e m i l l s i n Saravane. a re owmed by V i e t n 

and Chinese i n Saravane, and have been i n opera t ion years . 

A new one was set up ba the road near Ban Phao e a r l y i n 1967 (Nai F h a t ) . 

A farmer/mechanic, one , both j rmz has a farm and operates 

a r i c e m i l l . fiexstalBaztfeabk This r i c e a i l l i s moved trrm from one to the 

next o f seme e i g h t (? ) v i l l a g e s every s ix weeks or so. He a l s o f a b r i c a t e s 

hunt ing r i f l e s from scrap i r o n and gas p ipe , but i s not i n t e r e s t e d i n t u r n i n g 

these out on a f u A l time basis f o r f e a r of government i n t e r v e n t i o n and ' t a x . ' 

Other than these cot tage- type i n d u s t r i e s , there i s no indust ry i n the 

province. 

Small r i c e baskets , f o r ho ld ing glutenious r i c e , are made i n q u a n t i t y by 

mountain t r i b e s f o r sale i n Saravane. Klax«± Most are about 5** i n diameter 

and 6" h i ^ , woven of bamboo str ips,some of which are dyed and used to form 

pat terns i n blue and r e d . I t takes about two days t o make each basket and 

The men of the v i l l a g e take about two days to make each b a s k e t , and s e l l them 

i n Saravane f o r 250-300 k i p (US $ . 5 0 - . 6 0 ) e a c h 
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Forest ry and logging may someday become a minor indust ry i n Saravane. 

There are present ly three i n Saravane and one i n Bung X a i . Thmzt inm I n 

Saravane ,«Mzxtai2lqt one i s run by a Lao (Boun Young), one by a Chinese 

(Nang Chan Pheng, Pouay, and Thao Boun Young) 

who ksi2sac&ss±BiztkBXBaQUK operates i t under the name of h is w i f e ( l ^ n g Chan 

Pheng), and the t h i r d by a Thai (Potiay) , who came to Saravane only severa l 

years ago. The wood i n the genera l area o f Saravane Has been cut doirn but 

logs are trucked i n from about k i lometers away, i n the v i c i n i t y of 
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9 . Commerce and Trade 

Saravane, as the l a r g e s t tcmn i n the prov ince , i s the t rade and commercial 

center f o r o u t l y i n g v i l l a g e s . There are some s t o r e s , mostly d e a l -

i n g An general merchandise, l i n i n g both sides of the main s t r e e t . There are 

barbershops, soup shops, ^ d r i n k shops 

genera l merchandise s to res . Three merchants have branched out and dea l 

i n gaedl ine . l a t e i n 1967f they opened three gasol ine s t a t i o n s under/due t o 

government e d i c t . . . Under the t rees l i n i n g the s t r e e t , and i n the sh 

I n the sade shade of the awnings i n f r o n t of the stores 

I n the shade o f the t r e e s and awnings s t re tched i n f r o n t of the s t o r e s , arc 

a number of smal l stands from which women s e l l f o o d s t u f f s such as roa§t bananas, 

pancakes, peanute, and so on. 

The great v a r i e t y of commercial items a v a i l a b l e i n the stores comes from 

ftikse by two routes : f r m v i a Khongsedone and the f e r r y a t Samia, or throiigh 

Paksong and Thatheng, which avaoids 

f: i ' The f i r s t i s v i a Khongsedone^^apikhamthong afluing the road lead ing i n from 

the w e s t . Main problem w i t h t h i s road is the f e r r y a t Samia, which 

crossing a t Samia, Although there i s a government-run f e r r y , cosns i t ing of 

war-surplus landing boats bo l ted together w i t h 4 framework on t o p , 

powered by an ancient outboard motor, i t i s o f t e n d i f f i c u l t to get across. 

I n the west wet season, the r i v e r r i s e s and f a l l s and deposits la rge amounts 

of i i x t mud on the approaches bul ldozed i n by Trave^ux PubliQue. Trucks and 

buses o f ten get s t a l l e d t h i l e l eav ing the f e r r y and i t may r e q u i r e severa l 

days t o get them out i f the mud i s deep. Di ir ing the r a i n y season, when owners 

of some of the bus / t rucks used i n t r a n s p o r t i n g persons and goods, close down 

u t t i l the roads a r e b e t t e r , p r ices begin t o r i s e i n Saravane. The pr ice of 

r i c e i n p a r t i c u l a r goes up, since t h a t grown i n Saravane i s l a r g l y consumed 

by the growers, and there must be a g rea t d e a l imported from Pakse and 

Tha i l and . 

The second route i s from Pakse up t o the Bolovens p l a t e a u and Paksong, then 

±0X8 nor th to Saravane v i a Thatheng. The road i s f a x i i f a i r l y good except f o r 

"20 k i lometers south of Thatheng: i f you don»t have a winch, don ' t t r y i t . " 

This area becomes a quagmire dur ing the r a i n y season and i t i s very d i f f i c u l t 

t o cross i t . 

Traveaux Publique and the Publ ic t a r k s D i v i s i o n of the U.S.AID are working 

t o conplete another route which may beccme an important one f o r Saravane. This 
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Commerce and trade (continued) #2 

road goes from Ken Niao i n t o the Lao Ngam area and northwest i n t o Saravane. 

USAID Pub l ic Works D i v i s i o n i s ccmplet ing the road as f a r as Lao Ngam; The 

Saravane sect ion of Traveaux Publ ic i s working on a B a i l e y Bridge across the 

Se Set r i v e r t o replace one burned xna* by the P&thet Lao i n 1964- As soon 

as t h i s br idge i s conpleted, v e h i c l e s may t r a v e l over a ve ry good road t o 

Pakse, bypassing the 20 k i lometers of bad road t o Thatheng and the f e r r y a t 

SaJnia • 
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E t h n i c Groupe 

.at 

I 

A mul t i tude of d i f f e r e n t t r i b a l groups l i v e i n Saravane province. The 

Main group i s , of course, the Lao. There are a l s o , according t o ^laha Vankham 

Sureyada ( H i s t o r y of Moung Saravane) f i v e main t r i b e s . These are 

1) The Kh*mu or Kom 

2 ) The K'mer or Cham 

3) The 

4 ) The "Ga-Leung" or Souay. 

5 ) The Lavin 

The Souay d i v i d e themselves i n t o f i v e or more d i f f e r e n t groups. Those a t 

Ban Vien^lr Kham l i s t e d them by d i f f e r e n t locat ions and d e f i n i t e accents , being 

( a ) Dass ia , ( b ) Thatheng, ( 5 ) V ient Kham, ( 4 ) Bung Kham, and ( 5 ) 

t 
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2. Populat ion -

The t o t a l populat ion of Saravane province, accordin^z: t o a government survey 

i n 1965, i s 120 ,159 . At a n a t i o n a l average r a t e of populat ion grcwth, i t should 

now ( 1 9 6 7 ) , be around 125>995» However, government s t a t i s t i c s , gathered f r o o 

v i l l a g e naibans and minor o f f i c i a l s , are not t o be considered p r e c i s e . There 

are over v i l l a g e s i n the main v a l l e y w i t h a populat ion of around 

. I n the Lao Ngam a r e a , on the Bolovens p l a t e a u , there a r e 

v i l l a g e s w i t h people: i n the Thathen/s: a r e a , around 

v i l l a g e s w i t h people. The area i w s t of the Se Eong and north of the 

Se Done has a few sca t te red mountain v i l l a g e s and something l i k e ueople. 

The area west of the Se Kong and n o r t h of the Se Done has a l s o ve iy f few 

v i l l a g e s . 

Saravane i t s e l f , w i t h over people, i s the l a r g e s t c i t y and the 

c a p i t a l of the prov ince . I t i s the seventh l a r g e s t c i t y i n Laos, below 

V i e n t i a n e , fevannaket, Luang Prabang, Rakse, szui Thakhek, and . 
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The Ecya l Kingdcm of Laos 
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General Descr ip t ion 

Saravane i s a large province i n the southern par t of Laos. I t borders , t o 

the n o r t h , Savannaket province, to the e a s t : south Vietnam, t o the south e a s t , 

Att0T)eau province, t o the southwest, Sedone province, and Wapikhamthon^s: ( ? ) 

province t o the wes t . The t o t a l area i s scxne square k i l o m e t e r s . 

The province i s roughly a i i c x k i lometers lon^ and k i lometers 

w ide . 

Saravane province includes many d i f f e r e n t a r e a s . ftaz2Bx0x»j[izr±XBX 

To the south i s the nor thern edu<c?e of the f e r t i l e Boloven's p l a t e a u , t o the 

wes t , across the Se Done r i v e r , i s a hrea of broken mountains. But the mad 

main wide v a l l e y of Saravane prov ince , s t re tches l i k e a h u ^ saucer, w i t h 

mountains t o the nor th and west , and the jagged e d w of the Bolevens p la teau 

t o the south, f a r to the west t o the border of Wapikhamthon^. 

The f l o o r of the Se Done r i v e r i s cut by large and smal l r i v e r s . The 

l a r g e s t i « the Se Done, which f i w s from around the nor thern edge 

a long the foot of the mountains t o the n o r t h of the v a l l e y . I t curves around 

t o the west , through Wapikhamthong province and j o i n s the Mekong r i v e r a t 

and where i t j o i n s the Mekong 

winding throuirh the f e r t i l e v a l l e y of Wapikhamthong prov ince , t o open on t o 

the Mekong a t the At i t s terminus, i t s mouth opening? on the Mekoni?, i s 

the c i t y of T^kse, named f o r the "Mouth of the Se" R iver 

the "Mouth of the Se R i v e r . " 

The second la rges t r i v e r i s the Se S e t , which canes down frcrae the Bolevens 

P l a t e a u , f a l l i n g i n the w a t e r f a l l , which i s famed throu^rhout 

Laos/fnS I p p e a r l ^ ^ ' t h e back of the 200 k i p banknote. This r o l l s down and jo ins 

the Se Done. Fur ther t o the east i s the Nam S a i , which comes down from Thathen*?, 

and the Se Kon^r. There are no dams on these r i v e r s , and few b r i d g e s . The la rges t 

br idge i s a la rge cement structxire b u i l t i n 1942 by Prince Souphanavong, which 

crosses the Se Done, and heads north t o Moung Phine . 

m\ 



LAO FAl^ILY IGLATIONSHIPS I N SARAVAME 
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As a h i s t o r i c a l r e s i d u e f ro in t h e c e n t u r i e s when Laos was no more t han a 
c o l l e c t i o n o f p e t t y p r i n c i p a l i t i e s , each l a r g e c i t y has wh ich what may be 
termed t h e ' r u l i n g f a m i l y . ' Th i s i s t h e f a m i l y wh ich has t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
occup ied t h e r u l i n g p o s i t i o n and w h i c h , t h r o u g h i t s e x t e n s i o n s and c o u s i n s , 
con t i nues t o p l a y a l a r g e p a r t i n t he government. 

The l a r g e s t t r K i i n ^ and t r a d i t i o n a l ' r u l i n g f a m i l y ' i n Saravane appears 
t o be t h e f a m i l y o f 

The l a r g e s t and one o f t he o l d e s t ' f u l i n g f a m i l y ' i n Saravane appears t o 
be t h a t o f t h e Maokhamphieu's. T h e i r supremeacy, however, has been r a t h e r 
s u c c e s s f u l l y cha l l enged by t h e growth and r i s e t o power o f t he "Kan ibod" 
f a m i l y . The Maokhamphieu f a m i l y o r i g i n a t e d i n Khongsedone p r o v i n c e i n t he 
person o f one ^ who was 

The Maokhamphieu f a m i l y o r i g i n a t e d i n Khongsedone p r o v i n c e i n t he pe rson 
o f one son o f a f a r m i n g f a m i l y i n t he a r e a . 

c o n t i n u e , 
f a m i l y t r e e 

xziaxsTEZxa^ziB 
The Manibod f a m i l y , o r i g i n a t i n g i n Keng Kasa ,Aias i n the l a s t 30 ? years 
s u c c e s s f u l l y cha l l enged the Maokhamphieu f a m i l y and i s now known as t he 
' r u l i n g f a m i l y ' o f Saravane. 

Keng Kasa, a l a r g e and i n d u s t r i a u s v i l l a g e some 
west o f Saravane, 

c o n t i n u e 
f a m i l y t r e e 

miiex k i l o m e t e r s 
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Since SsLravane i s a small town, there i s l i t t l e i n the way of even-
ing enter ta inment . A number of years apo there was a sports assoc ia t ion 
which has since become e x t i n c t . A la rge old audi tor ium which was owned 
by t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n s t i l l e x i s t s , i n a bad s t a t e of r e p a i r , on the 
grounds of the Co l lege . 

There i s a small b r o t h e l , u s u a l l y w i t h s ix to e i g h t g i r l s who are more 
ore less i n debt to the Mama-san. The rou t ine charge i s 500 k i p fo r a 
h a l f - h o u r , a l though there is some c la im tha t there i s a " s p e c i a l student 
r a t e " of 200 k i p . The Chao Khoueng has, i t i s rumored, closed the b r o t h e l 
through the Pol ice when there have been vindue outbreaks of vereneal diseases 
among the students of the College and Groupe S c h o l a i r e . 

Occasional ly the French teachers a t a co l lege secure a movie from 
the Mission Cult^jrale Francise i n Pakse, and show i t on a sheet t i e d up 
outs ide . And the Lao In format ion Service on occasion shows movies i n 
the main s t r e e t * 

Each October, a t the end of Buddhist Lent ( ? ) , Colonel Vang hosts a 
gala c e l e b r a t i o n on the grounds of h is home. USIS and LIS movies are 
shown, there i s a Molam team, and countless small stands £±om which 
fefreshroents are served. This is dupl icated s h o r t l y l a t e r by Colonel 
S a l a t and the p o l i c e , on the po l ice s t a t i o n grounds. The Chao Khoueng 
hosts a number of p a r t i e s . These are p r i m a r i l y ceremonal, for v i s i t i n g 
d i g n a t a r i e s from USAID and the RLG. 

I n 1967, g rea tes t party was held by the Chao Khoueng i n May ( ? ) , fo r 
the v i s i t of His Excel lency the Crown Prince and his entonage. The 
Khoueng o f f i c i a l s , dressed i n white dress uni forms, met the Crown Prince 
and other d i g n a t a r i e s a t the a i r p o r t . The Crown Prince passed down the 
r e c e i v i n g l i n e , shaking hands w i th USAID personnel , OB personnel , miss-
i o n a r i e s , and French teachers , then passing between l i n e s of school 
c h i l d r e n waving f l a g s . k± The par ty t h a t evening fea tured the Crwn 
Pr ince , s i t t i n g on a makeshift throne. There were a n\imber of the 
t r a d i t i o n a l Lao ceremonial dances, some danced by smal l g i r l s who had 
been t ra ined by Mrs. Thanh, w i fe of the PSI , who was once head dancer 
a t the Natasinh Dance School i n V i e n t i a n e . The Chao Khoueng fo l lowed 
t r a d i t i o n a l Lao dances by present ing a se r ies of Lao Tafeung, dancing 
a t r a d i t i o n a l war® dance. L a t e r , a m i l i t a r y band accompanying the Crown 
Prince took over and played the t r a d i t i o n a l LamVong and modern a i r s 
such as the "Sloopy" and "Cha Cha Cha". 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note the format ion of a "Junior Chambre of 
Commeroe" type of o rgan iza t ion i n Saravane, known as the "Saravane 
Associa t ion (Sam-a-khom Saravane) . This was organized p r i m a r i l y t h r o u ^ 
the e f f o r t s of Dr . Caeser of Operat ion Broiherhood i f i e a r l y I 9 6 6 . I t ' s 
aims were , tas l i s t e d by the Thai i n t e r p r e t e r - a s s i s t a n t l a t e i n 1967f 
to ( 1 ) have a good t ime, and ( 2 ) to improve Saravane. 
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The Sara vane Associa t ion enjoyed a membership inc lu ' i i 'X j 
Lao and F i l i p i n o , w i th representa t i ves from -the Vietnamese arri Chinese 
communities inc luded. The f i r s t President e l e c t e d was Dr . Phu Ngeun, 
the Medicine Chef , who had no previous experience i n a consunity 
o rgan iza t ion of t h i s type . Under him, meetings were h e l d , but e v i d e n t l y 
l i t t l e was dom other than to get together i n per iod ic p a r t i e s and to 
pay dues. 

When "Hie six-month term of Dr. Phu Ngeun exp i red , members of the 
aBSociat ion e lec ted Dr . Caeser, who was the mot iva t ing force of the 
a s s o c i a t i o n . I t was under him t h a t the Saravane Associa t ion reached 
i t s z e n i t h . Under h is aggressive l eadersh ip , the members e lec ted to 
e s t a b l i s h two playgrounds on two t r i a n g u l a r l o t s owned by the municipal 
government. Each was e n c i r c l e d wi th a bamboo fence and provided w i th 
swings and seesaws, fkm One playground was a lso provided w i th two 
wooden marry-go-rounds and two b u i l d i n g s , plus a b u l l e t i n board. Much 
of the funds for b u i l d i n g of the playgrounds cane from Colonel Vang (? , 
Representat ive Colonel Vuk, and o thers , i n a d d i t i o n to dues c o l l e c t e d 
from the members. The playgrounds were o f f i c i a l l y dedicated i n ceremonies 
i n . 

I n Pebr\iary ( ? ) , I 9 6 7 , Dr . Caeser died of a h e a r t a t t a c k . I n a s p e c i a l 
meeting of the Saravane Assoc ia t ion , Dr . Caeser 's successor a t OB, D r . 
Juan Reyes (Dr . Johnnie) , was e lec ted p res iden t , dur ing h is temporary 
absence. Dr . Johnnie, however, did not wish the presidency and i t was 
more or less forced on i n i n l i e u of any other candidate . Since then, 
the Saravane Associa t ion has more or loss become quiescent , and there 
have been no more meetins or a c t i v i t i e s . 

I ' 

i k j 
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As i n most lowland lao c i t i e s , the p r i m r y ethnic group and r u l i n g 
c lass i s Lao, and most of the o f f i c i a l s of Sara vane a re Lao. 

There have been, however, a muriber of Lao Theung who have entered the 
government i n recent years , and represent t h e i r var ious t r i b e s i n an 
u n o f f i c i a l manner. Several were appointees: i . e . , J.tr. P l i n g , a Nghe' 
from Nong Boua ( ? ) , was se lected i n I965 ( ? ) as Socia l Wel fare m n i n 
Saravane, since most of the refugees are Lao Theung. A second man, 

Geo Chantha, who was an a s s i s t a n t of Nghe' xe^psflrawntattn Colonel 
i n Nong Boua, was picked by the Chao Khoueng afi one of six Commission 

for Rural A f f a i r s Workers i n Saravane. 

The power of the Lao Theung t r i b e s f i r s t was shown i n Saravane when 
Colonel Vuk, a Nghe' from Nong Boua, was e lec ted r e p r e s e n t a t i v e to tiie 
Nat ional Assembly. Col . Vuk d id extensive personal campaigning amoung 
area v i l l a g e s before his e l e c t i o n i n , 1967* 

The two l a r g e s t f o r e i g n communities i n Saravane are those of the Chinese 
and the Vietnaioese. They are overwhelmingly the meSchant populat ion of 
Saravane, and t h e i r small general s tores crowd each other along three 
blocks on one side of Saravane's main s t r e e t and along two blocks on the 
other s i d e . 

% 
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Perhaps the most wealthy merchant i s Mr. Thieng (Pchieng, an enterpraneur 
who is Marr ied to a Lao and operates a general s tore and ice cream f a c t o r y 
i n the name of h is w i f e , Tfeing Boua Phan. HP i s a lso the l o c a l dea ler fo r 
S h e l l gasol ine and has Chinese contacts i n Pakse. A second merchant deals 
e x t e n s i v e l y i n r i c e ; a t h i r d , wi th 20 c h i l d r e n , appears to operate a 
ser ies of commercial busses between Saravane and Lao Ngam. 

The Chinese have se t up and mainta in a school of some 78 pup i ls ( ? ) i n 
grades under the superv is ion of Mr. ^ 

He is young, around 28, and one of the more respected members of the 
Chinese communily. He leads the Chinese youth i n spor ts . Wealth of 
these Chinese may be ind icated by watching close of school1 each c h i l d 
is r i d i n g a motorbike or b i c y c l e , e i t h e r as a d r i v e r or a passenger, 
whereas c h i l d r e n of the Lao groupe schola i re commonly walk to and from 
school . 

The Vietnamese have a lso se t up a smal l school o f some p u p i l s . 
I t i s rumored t h a t t h i s was closed for a per iod e a r l y i n 19^71 ^^ "the 
order of the Chao Khoueng, due to f ea r of the Vietnamese: however t h i s 
rumor has never been s u t s t a n t i a t e d , al though i t i s known t h a t the school 
was closed for a per iod . 

The Vietnamese community i s notably poorer ihan t h a t of the Chinese 
community. They engage i n general merchandise r e t a i l i n g , probably run 
some of the few buses, and do import some vegetables from Pakse and 
Thatheng f o r s a l e , ^ i n Enterpraneur i s Mr. , who has 
married a Lao w i f e . He and his f a m i l y run the most s u f f e s s f u l shup 
shop i n town, he has i u s t opened a Ca l tex gasol ine o u t f i t , operated 
by a c r i p p l e d son, ana ra ises a number of pigs behind h i s home. 



Although the Chinese and Vietnamese cormnunityes are fore lcrn, they are 
an i n t e g r a l p a r t of Sara vane community and c i v i c l i f e . There i s some 
i n d i c a t i o n t h a t a number o f the Chinese and Vietnamese a re g a i n i n g 
Lao c i t i z e n s h i p through the khoueng o f f i c e s . A number o f the younger 
women are Lao Buddhist sind a t t e n d ser \ ' l ces and ceremonies w i t h t h e i r 
Lao f r i e n d s . 

The l a r g e s t a c t u a l f o r e i g n group i s t h a t o f the French. There a r e s i x ( ? ) 
teachers a t the Col lege i n Saravane. T h e i r head, the p r i n i c p a l , i s Messr. 
Giiy Lambert, 3 0 , who has been i n Saxavane fo r y e a r s . Of the rema in -
ing f i v e , have been i n Saravane f o r y e a r s . There i s a 
m o b i l i t y i n the group and each year there a re interchanges w i th teachers 
i n Piakse^ and o ther c o l l e g e s of Laos. The French r e c e i v e a i r t i c k e t s 
to France each Viay and leave Saravane, r e t u r n i n g i n September to resume 
c l a s s e s . They occupy a l a r g e s i x ( ? ) apartment s t r u c t u r e near the c o l l e g e , 
which was b u i l t by the RL5. Messr. Lambert, occupies a cement house 
across from the Col lege grounds. The French speak ve ry l i t t l e Lao. 

Fa ther 
fo r more than 

a C a t h o l i c p r i e s t , has been i n Saravane 
y e a r s . I n 1967f under h i s s u p e r v i s i o n , a sma l l wooden 

church was b u i l t and he leads Mass t h e r e every Sunday. 

There a re p r e s e n t l y three p r o t e s t a n t m i s s i o n a r i e s , r e p r e s e n t i n g the 
. Don Wi lson , 

E n g l i s h , and Mr. and Mrs. Smith . Mr. Smith is Canadian, 
h is w i f e i s American. They have a 4 - y e a r - o l d son w i t h 
c i t i z e n s h i p . E f f o r t s of Ihe p r o t e s t a n t m iss ionar ies are p r i m a r i l y w i t h 
the I a o Texmg p o p u l a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t Thaopeaun, across the Sedone 
from Saravane, and a t new re fugee v i l l a g e s a t K i lometer 20 and a t Ban 
Houei Soung. Rev. Wi lson and Rev. Smith f r e q u e n t l y make t r i p s by motor-
c y c l e to these v i l l a g e s to communicate w i t h t h e i r c o n v e r t s . T h e i r r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h the Lao i n Saravane are a b s o l u t e l y n i l . 

Most Americans i n Saravane have, however, been w i th the Un i ted S t a t e s 
government. A r t Recch i , i s the t h i r d o f a s e r i e s o f USIS employees t e a c h -
ing Ktxtkexft Eng l i sh a t the Col lege under a F u l l b r i g h t g r a n t . 
The present USAID head i n Saravane i s Galen Beery , 50 , who a r r i v e d i n 
May, 1967> ad Community Development Adv isor . His predacessor was Cur t 
S^ezy, f rom I 9 6 5 to 1967* *ho e s t a b l i s h e d e x c e l l e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h 
the p r o v i n c i a l governirent and 
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L i s t of Candidates f o r N a t i o n a l Assemtl;^ as of June 23, 196^ - (USAID 
U n c l a s s i f i e d Memo A-308 From V i e n t i a n e / 

Saravane - h Seats 

(3) 

(3) 

BOUALY Sopha MinEd 
Chao BOW EUk Na Chainpassak — 

BOUNIAP Fhouyvanisvong 
KHAMBAY Douangprachandr 
KHAMPHONG lOuangphakdy 
S /L t KHA !̂PHOlIA ÎG 

Chanthonephit 
( 2 ) Maj . Xhamsavang Ghanthrysak 
( 2 ) Thao KHIM 
( 2 ) KHUN ONE Voravong 
( 3 ) KYKEO Kythikhoxim 

( 3 ) SISOUK Sisombath 
( 5 ) VICHIT Vongsavat 

MlnAR 

Primary School Inspec tor , Pakse 
Brother o f Prince Bonn Oum and h is 

Secre tary 
Businessman, Former Deputy 
No data on present p o s i t i o n . 
C i v i l Servant 

No data on present p o s t i o n . 
M in in t Po l ice 
Min P o s t e l C i v i l Servant 

^ormer M i n i s t e r o f Jus t ice 
MinEcon Inspector of waters and f o r e s t s 

f o r S. Leos a t Pakse. 
Former Deputy, ^ i n e s s m a n 
No data on present p o s i t i o n . 

( 1 ) Youth 
( 2 ) N e u t r a l i s t s 
( 3 ) South (Boun Oum) 
(U) Sananikones ( R . L . ) 
( 5 ) Independents. 

p p a t l i c A a l breakdown o f the Number o f ^ l e c t o r s 

Saravane 
16 provinces i n Laos. 

- 1 , 0 3 1 out o f a t o t a l of 19,039 among 



Colonel Vuk d id extensive campaigning anong the non-Lao icrsaK t r i b a l 
groups i n the Saravane area and was able to be e lec ted t o the Nat iona l 
Assembly i n the e lec t ions of 1967* Jue He occupies x 
an unusual p o s i t i o n i n t h a t he i s one of the non-Lao 
^^Y^Twifdnt members.^ (-^-The others were 

V i l l a g e r s of Ban Dan Paoub, a v i l l a g e k i lometers north of 
Saravane, i n d i c a t e d t h a t Colonel Vuk s t a t e d , dur ing h is e l e c t i o n campaign, t h a t , 
i f e l e c t e d , he would provide the v i l l a g e w i t h a jeep or pickup t ruck as a community 

howeve , as a campaign promise: s ix months a f t e r the e l e c t i o n . Colonel 
Vuk had not ye t returned t o the v i l l a g e and the jeep appeared 
to be f o r g o t t e n . The i r comments were r a t h e r wry. 



IMFOR>'ATION ON USAID AW OTHER ACTTVITIES IN SARAVANE PROVINCE 
MR Ralph E . Jones 
December 1963 

27 cases of school suppl ies a i r l i f t e d t o Saravane i n 
December 6, 1963. 

t 
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MEMO CONV 13 Dec 63 CK had no est imate of new s e l f - h e l p p r o j e c t s . Work on 
Re RD programs 

MR McOueen 
33 Dec 1963 

MR Ramsay 
21 Jan 196U 

MR Dibb 
17 Jan 196U 

MR Charles Dibb 
17 Feb 6h 

MR Roy M o f f e t t 
18 Feb 196U 

MR Khamphaeng L, 
16 March 196b 

MR Ramsay 
March 18, 196U 

s a n i t a r y f a c i l i r i s a t OS has begun w i t h funds from 
defunct Lao Ngam p r o j e c t . . . 100 ,000 t r a n s f e r r e d to fund 
GS a d d i t i o n . CK adv 50 ,000 k t o s a n i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s 
p r o j e c t . CK adv t h a t has land a v a i l a b l e f o r a new 
mkt. CK est t h a t Bloc O p e r a t i i r e p r o j w b comp i n Jan. 
S ta ted t h a t he wishes to have the w e l l r i g and crew d r i l l 
w e l l s i n Saravane town. Mr. Vong asked i f USAID could 
ship Rura l A f f a i r s t o o l s by a i r r a the r than road. (Vong 
Dep Com Rur A f f . 

Rice drop made t o refugees of Nong Boua on Dec 10 but 
1$ o f the 108 sacks l o s t i n the f o r s t due to strong 
winds. ^ 

Work began on Sub-Project PK 82-88 on RN-13 E on Jan 1 . 

30 bags cement r e l by CK t o s a n i t a t i o n p r o j e c t a t GS. 
Bloc Operato i re const ruct ion very slow. Laborers p u l l e d 
out f o r the Kings v i s i t . R e l i e f supply drops i n Nong 
Boua. . .Preng S.W. man i n Saravane not assigned to the 
p l a c e . 

1200 kgs s a l t and hQ cartons sa lad o i l dropped Nong Bou a . 
Problem i s t o get Preng t o move t o Nong Boua. 
Siipply d i s t i n SVne a t i l l con fused . . .be ing s tored i n 
DK's house. This o f f i c e i s a lso having t roub le c o n t r o l l i n g 
come-and-go o f supp l ies . 

new dispensary i n Nong Boua i s operat ing 7 days a week. 
60 p a t i e n t s per day are t r e a t e d . U medics \inder t r a i n i n g 
rece ive 800 k i p per month. 

Saravane co-op. There 's not much business up t h e r e . . . 
John D o l l i t t l e has gone there t o f i n d ways and means t o 
increase member's i n c o i « . 

Road const ruc t ion p r o j e c t a t Thatheng KM 83 -88 . 
Beecher, BPR equipment s p e c i a l i s t , v i s i t e d Saravane and 
able w i t h a m i l i t a r y e s c o r t to v i s i t Thatheng p r o j e c t . 
During week March 8 - l U severa l i nc iden ts occurred on 
the road K-20 southwest o f Saravane. I t was repor ted 
t h a t Shots were f i r e d a t one bus and one c a r . Severa l 
o ther veh ic les were stopped by PL and searched f o r wea-
pons, ammunition, e t c . An army p a t r o l has been dispatched 
t o c lean up the a r e a . 

MR Charles Dibb 
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MR Charles Dibb 
RD 19 August 6U 

MR Kdsar Ramsay 
lit September I96U 

m CHARIES DIBB 
17 September 196U 

MR Bruce B a i l e y 
CDA 19 Oct 6U 

MB Charlffs Dibb 
RD 21 Nov 1963 

MR JW McQueen 
Nov 27 63 

5 f a m i l i e s of 28 people t o j o i n o ld refugees a t Nong Boua. 
Warehouse survey done w i t h RLG SW r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

Work i n p r o g r e s s . . . a l l a c t i v i t i e s concentrated on mainten-
ance of the road sj^stem. 

A signed S . p . agreement from PSI recuest ing r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
PSI house and a new roof f o r t h e Gro\jpe S c h o l a i r e . 
100 refugees a n t i c i p a t e d to be l i b e r a t e d i n NE of the 
Saravane a r e a . 

. . .some new refugees from Ban Moiing Lao Ngam, and 
Saravane -Province. . . have been able t o r e t u r a to t h e i r 
v i l l a g e s . 150 Lao refugees from Ban Phou Dinh On, M. Lao 
Ngam, a r r i v e d i n Pakse t h i s month. V i l l a g e under PL 
c o n t r o l and people l e f t as a request o f PL request f o r food. 

Oct 23 refugees f i n i s h i n g up H e l i o s t r i p / " A f t e r walk ing 
fo r f i v e hours from Saravane t o Hong Boua, on t h a t same 
day we were able t o f i n i s h up 2^0 m. of H e l i o s t r i p i n 
three days w i t h the help of refugees and people of Nong 
Bua. We b e l i e v e t h i s t o be an a l l weather s t r i p . l 5 
b o t t l e s o f Lao Lao were drunk w i t h our counterpar t workers 
i n 3 n i g h t s , plus a p i g barbercued par ty on the l a s t n i g h t . 
He l io were able t o land safe t o take us i n and out ever 
s ince ." 

Co l . Ban Thong (Assn ' t Chaokhoueng) made a v i s i t . . . O c t . 30 . 
. . . i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t a r t e d t o arm about $0 refugees f o r 
s e c u r i t y around Nong Bua. 

A PW engineer was assigned i n Saravane t o have f u l l t ime 
supervis ion of "Saravane Operat ing Room P r o j e c t " . 

Japanese t r a n s i s t e r rad io e f f e c t e d by USAID to . . .Saravane 
PS I . 

#1 
I: , w I t 

J. i 
8 QT Rpt Dibb 
RD 6 Dec 1963 

H. Voelker and C. Dibb i n A t t o p e a u . . . I n saravane w i l l e s t . 
a r e f . cen i n B. Nong Boua. Have constructed a h e l i o s t r i p . 
CK has agreed t r a n s f e r SW rep from SVne t o Nong Boua. Mar 
Lao Tung of same t r i b e as r e f u g e e s . . . P lan have 1 or 2 
medic s t a f f dispen and e s t whse f o r commod t o bypass S v n e . . . 

; ; ; p r o b reg how much money re leased to prov since i 9 6 0 . 
2 s e l f - h e l p p r o j e c t con^) wo subj agree CK has been adv 2 ice 
prepare agreement f o r 3-rom school and sa la a t a i r s t r i p 
i n Saravane. " . . . n o ef idence or been advised to which fund 
iias been d i v e r t e d from one p r o j e c t t o another . Many of the 
p r o j e c t s have not been inspected because e i t h e r road to the 
s i t e s or the v i l l a g e i t s e l f i s not secure. The completion statu: 

mostly were given by the Chao khoueng. 



Charles Dibb MR 
March 18, I96U 

< 
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Charles Dibb Mr 
17 " ^ r i l 196k 

MR John D o o l i t t l c 
15 May 6U 

MR Dibb 
May 1$ l?6l4 

MR Gruhn 
19 A p r i l 1965 

MR Gus Carlson 
Aug 30 1965 

MR Mike Murphy 
30 Sep 1965 

m Bruce B a i l e y 
7 December 1965 

MR Lawrence Mphy 
January 1 , 1966 

Gruhn MR 
3 Jan 66 

MR Pakse Area 
December 1965 

No a c t i v i t y i n ru ra l development. Discussed matter 
of a i r p o r t road d i v e r s i o n w i t h CK, who claimed he had 
nothing t o do w i t h i t , Preng moved t o Nong Boua. 
TP suggested extend the a i r p o r t on the nor th end, 
CK agreed t o r e w r i t e SP agreement f o r 1 3-room school 
and the Sala a t the a i r p o r t . P r o j e c t s now completed 
but never been approved by t h e USAID/Pakse o f f i c e . 
Market const ruct ion was brought i n t o the discussion 
but no committment was made. 

Dedicat ion of the"Saravane Operat ing Room"took place 
on A p r i l 10 , d i r e c t o r of USAID represented US Govmnt. 
2022 yards of n e t t i n g and blue c l o t h dropped Nong Boua. 

Coop i n Saravane has been s t o c k e d . . . var ious a r t i c l e s 
o f c l o t h i n g , r i c e s a l t , soap powder, soap cakes, and 
mi lk powder. New co-op has been constructed i n Nong 
Boua. Operat ion begins on May 20 . 

Rural A f f a i r s jeep sent up t o Pakse motor p o o l f o r 
r e p a i r s severa l months ago. F i n a l l y completed. 
CK's d r i v e r i s to d r i v e i t bark t o Saravane. 

The br idge r e c e n t l y f i n i s h e d across the Houei "^hong (18 
km west of Saravane) was burned by the PL on A p r i l l i i . 

Improvements and a d d i t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s f o r t h e new OB 
team 4s progressing on schedule a l a r g e r water 
tower to handle both the Saravane h o s p i t a l and OB 
Housing i s now being planned. 

UU refugees from PL t e r r i t o r y i n Saravane have been 
ass is ted and r e s e t t l e d a t K - 2 1 on the Paksong Road. 

Approximately 50 v i l l a g e s have been surveyed t o date 
under the superv is ion of Swezy and Smith (KSD) 

Development o f the Selamana V a l l e y (7C5363) ms a 
refugee center must be posponed u n t i l b e t t e r s e c u r i t y 
i s es t i n the a r e a . A l t rese t t lement s i t e XC55U3 
access from Saravane has been se lec ted . Hoped t h a t 
150 refugess temporar i l y gathered a t Ban Yonn XC5l5U 
w i l l move i n t o the new s i t e dur ing January. Map 
being prepared of Nong Boua rese t t l ement c e n t e r . 

Two areas work. 1 i s 6 kms from Ban Boungkham t o 
Junt ion of Ban Samia access road. 2 br idges being 
rep laced. Other i s Nong Boua road. Tractor comandeered 
by ADC f o r U weeks t o const ruct a r i f l e range. Both 
motor graders are dovm. 

Saravane a i r s t r i p completed December 31> 1965 
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KR Jan 15 6$ 
Lloyd Gruhn 

MR Aug 31 65 
Qus Carlson 

MR Nov 1965 

MR Jan 1 65 
Murphy 

MR Dec 1965 

MR May I 9 6 6 
Thonas RDD 

PR Sept 1 66 
Swezy 

MR Aug 1966 
Swezy 

MR Oct 1 i 6 
Swezy 

Bridge being b u i l t i n Svne has been f i n i s h e d . 

Saravanc a i r p o r t w i l l s t a r t i n about U more w e e k s . . . 
Improvements and a d d i t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s f o r the new OB team 
is on s c h e d u l e . . . l a r g e r water tower planned. 

Steve Qreen, I V S , and S t u a r t During, RD Cont rac t , who were 
t o s t a r t a program a t Ban Houei Mun, were sent to Saravane 
to i n i t i a t e a forward area operat ion i n t h a t province i n 
siq^port of the Expanded Wapi Program. 

Development of the Selamana V a l l e y (XC5363) as a refugee 
center must be postponed u n t i l b e t t e r s e c u r i t y i s es tab l ishe d . 
An a l t e r n a t e reset t lement s i t e XC55U3 accessible by road 
from Saravane, has been s e l e c t e d . I t i s hoped 150 refugees 
t e n p o r a r i l y gathered a t Ban Yonn XC5l5U w i l l move in to the 
new s i t e i n Januarj*'. At Nong Boua rese t t lement c e n t e r , ad 
d e t a i l e d map and p l a n i s being repared showing the 15 refuge e 
v i l l a g e s i n the area and the ng reeas t o be expand so the 
1050 refugees s t i l l r e q u i r i n g assistance can become 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t t h i s y e a r . 

Col . ^oua Thong, Zone FAR commander and Deputy Chaokhoneng^ 
Saravane, has been replaced by Co l . Bang, former ly t h e Zone 
FAR commander i n KhOTigsedone. Co l . Boua Thonghas been 
assisgned t o the t h i r d M i l i t a r y Region. 

Team s t i l l i n Saravane on a tenporary wet season program 
awai t ing r e t u r n t o Ban Houei Mun. Team is worlcLng under 
CDA developing program for the Saravane p a r t of the Kong 
Sedone program and other r u r a l d evelopment a c t i v i t i e s i n ths t 
a r e a . 

Dispensary i n Lao Ngam cor5)leted 
School a t Bung Xa i dedicated 
V/ater connected up a t OB 

CK wants more v i l l a g e workers f o r Saravane. 
Hi tchcock 's cont rac t ends. . .CK as assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 

CRA program. Hitchcock t r a i n e d the CRA men i n cormunity 
development. . .under his d i r e c t i o n surveyed 127 v i l l a g e s . . . 

Sofamer school p rogram. . . 
John Kennedy, J r . , dependent o f D r . Kennedy of U5AID PHD, 

taught Engl ish a t summer school . 

Khao awarded scholarship to studdy i n P h i l l i p i n e s . 
Joe Fox v i s i t e d f i r s t t i m e . 

MR Nov 2 66 h men on CK s t a f f - 1 sent to V i e n t i a n e , 1 to Thatheng. 
V;ants t o t a l of 6 
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m PAKSE kRTA 
May 16 Jun 30 

M PAKSE AREA 
January 1966 

Memon Bruce B a i l e y 
January 1966 

Word rece ived t h a t the Cabinet has approved the i n s t a l l -
a t i o n of an OB team i n the Saravane h o s p i t a l . CK 
extremel^y happy over t h i s p l a n . 

Cur t iss Swezy has been assigned as CDA t o Saravane. 

PWD has removed a l l i t s enuipinent from Saravane inc 
the t r a c t o r s t h a t were working on the i r r i g a t i o n cana l , 
Mr. B i l l Gray, PWD, completed the a i r f i e l d which i s now 
o p e r a t i o n a l , A force accoxmt school has been s t a r t e d 
a t Ban Tayniouane Se. 

I 

t -

•iS--' 

MR Gus Carlson 
Feb 1 1966 

MR PAKSE AREA 
Feb 1966 

MR Swezy 
1 -28 Feb 1966 

MR March 1966 
Pakse Area 

liunber has been ordered f o r the A i r Cont ro l Tower i n 
Saravane. Two bul ldozers support ing the i r r i g a t i o n 
cana l work near Saravane were withdrawn fo r s e c u r i t y 
r e a s o n s . C o m p l e t i o n of OB Svn f a c i l i t i e s delayed 
due to slow precurement of the f i n a l two storage tnks 
and a r r i v a l of a w e l l d r i l l i n g r i g . Lack of sceur i t y 
threathens to delay school and disp const a t s e v e r a l 
s i t e s i n Saravane, Smal l s ize of the I m b e r m i l l 
i n Saravane i s slowing down the e n t i r e b u i l d i n g constsn 
program i n t h a t a r e a , 

. . . o n l y one sawmil l in Saravane w i t h a l i m i t e d product i on 
c a p a c i t y , . • s e c u r i t y p r o j e c t s . . . The name "Wapi" r e -
f e r s t o the or ip ; ina l program of Wapikhamthong Province 
and since two other provinces (Sedone and Saravane) are 
inc luded i n the expanded program, there i s much confusion 
, , , o v e r the phrase "Extended Wapi Program," 

Signed amendment AP No 9 expanded ^-^api program f o r 9 
schools - 27 classrooms, constructed i n Svne \inder t h i s AP 
Stephen Green, FA Team member, working w i t h the Svne 
Chief of Ve ter inary Serv ice to organize a swine p r o g r m , , . 
Mr. ^har les Hi tchcock, FA team riember, conducted an 
i n i t i a l s u r ^ e of some o f Vae v i l l a g e s , , • CK pleased 
and asked ^V, Hitchcock t o expand his survey. Work 
continued on the l a rge i r r i g a t i o n canal under the 
able leadership of V i k a r i k Keothamiku l , • , Bung Say 
dispensary b u i l d i n g provided by dispensary and 2 medics 
i n s t a l l e d . , . Se lected s i t e fo r new dispensary i n 
Nong ^oua. 

67 refugees from Ban Soutaba l i moved i n t o Ban Sapone 
ttae t o enemy t h r e a t . 50 refugees from Ban Dong N o i 
were r e s e t t l e d a t Km l l i on the Pakeong r o a d . . . 
5 , 0 0 0 f t Saravane a i r s t r i p had a coat ing of asphal t app-
l i e d . , , A l l major s t r u c t u r e , c u l v e r t s , waste ways, 
r e t a i n i n g w a l l s and invers ted siphon completed on the 
canal p r o j e c t , . , deep cu t requi res 2 t r a c t o r dozers, 
li s e l f - h e l p dispensar ies completed and medics i n s t a l l e d 
force accoiint dispensary begun a t Keng Kassa. Work on 
Nong Boua road ha l ted due t o l a c k of funds, 2 p igs 
shipped t o Saravane. H r , Sisouk Na Champassak v i s i t e d area 
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MR Nov 1966 W e l l f i n i s h e d i n Npph-ng and r i g t o V i e n t i a n e • 
S\:ezy M L a s t y e a r a l l b u t s r a a l l p o r t i o n o f the 15 inn i r r i g a t i o n 

d i t c c o m p l e t e d , . .CK and Keo vxant t o f i n i s h t o e x p e r i m e n t 
w i t h p l o t s o f dry season r i c e . 

P o s s i b i l i t y o f s e l f - h e l p dains. 

MR Dec 1966 Re r e f u g e e s Lao Ngain 
Murphy 12 f a m i l i e s i n t o new s i t e . • . a d d i t i o n a l 30 i n Janu^iry 

MR Dec 1966 V e h i c l e m a i n t e n a n c e . . . n o w 3 m o t o r c y c l e s . R e c u i r e 1 M37 t r u c k . 
Swezy AP f o r 6 - room groupe s c h o l a i r e a t Lao Ngam. 

2 i r r i g s u r v e y teams s e n t t o Saravane and t o Tha theng t o 
s u r v e y a l l s i t e s where CK w o u l d l i k e t o have s e l f - h e l p 
dams 

Kham K ieo r e t u r n e d f r o m t r a i n i n g - r e a c t i v a t e d dug w e l l p r o g r am. 
RLG/CHA v i l l a g e l e v e l w o r k e r p rog ram adm b y Svne Khoueng. 

CK sees r e a l v a l u e i n l i a s o n r o l e o f men w o r k i n g o u t 
o f h i s o f f i c e • A s s i s t a n t CK has assumed more d u t i e s 
o f d i r e c t i n g CRA men f r o m t h e CDA. 

MR Jan 67 A d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n s . 
Swezj^ RK} M r . Khao wan ts s t a r t d r y season r i c e w i t h U f a r m e r s Ban Phao. 

Saravane E x t e n s i o n Agen ts v a c c i n 1 0 , 0 0 0 c a t t l e i n 10 m o n t h s . 
By b i c y c l e and m o t o r c y c l e . E s t i m a t e d 2 5 , 0 0 0 head i n secu re 
a reas w h i c h c o u l d v a c c i n a t e . 1000 c a t t l e a g a i n s t R i n d e r p e s t 
i n J a n u a r y , 

ADO l o a n s made l a s t y e a r . . . c o l l e c t i o n o f d e b t s . 
OICC r i c e seed warehouse and PSI o f f i c e wa rehouse . 
X - r a y l a b began OB. 
J a n u a r y 29 D r . C«aear Med ina , Team D i r e c t o r , OB, d i e d . 
Dug w e l l p rogram a c t i v a t e d . 
A g r / I r r teams w r i t i n g up r e s u l t s s u r v e y s Saravane and T h a t h e n g . 
Tha theng team d e s i g n e d a 1 , 7 0 0 me te r c a n a l i r r i g a t e c o f f e e 

g a r d e n s . Cos t e s t i m a t e s t a k e n on ram j e t pump sys tem. 
A H f o u r government p a r t y c a n d i d a t e s e l e c t e d , w i t h v e r y l i t t l e 

d i s t r u b a n c e b y t h e PL b e f o r e t h e e l e c t i o n s . A Nge, C o l . 
Vuk , e l e c t e d t o N a t i o n a l Assembly ( r e c e i v e d most v o t e s 
o f a l l n i n e c a n d i d a t e s . ) Tasseng o f Kok M a i , a K a t a n g , 
t r a n s f t o Svne t o become s e c r e t a r y ( sam ien ) t o CK. 
F i r s t e n c o u r a g i n g s t e p s t o w a r d s t h e Saravane RLG r e p r e s -
e n t i n g a c r o s s e c t i o n o f t h e c o n s t i t u t a t s . 

10 PL e n t e r e d Nong X a i and d r i v e n o u t by ADC: d i s p e n s a r j " 
a t Bung X a i r i d d l e d w i t h b u l l e t s and ADC r e t u r n e d f i r e 
and i n t r u d e r s f l e d . 

CKLeen, Med i c i ne C h e f , and CDA v i s i t e d 3 v i l l a g e s f o r 
new d i s p b u i l d i n g s t h i s y e a r . . . 

^ * MR Feb 67 ADO H37 t r u c k c o l l e c t i n g r i c e . . . O n e f a r m e r i n Ban Phao. 
Swezy U,788 swquare m e t e r s . S m a l l AP ^ 5 

3 CRA men t o V i e n t i a n e f o r t r a i n i n g . 
F a i l i n g r i g began d r i l l i n g w e l l s under AP #2U. 



MR March 196? 
Swezy 

Program s low due t o lapses i n EO h o u s t k e e p i n ^ f i x i c t i o n s . 
Work c o n t i n u e d w i t h heavy eou ipnen t and dyna^Tate t o f i n i s h 

main d i t c h 
Thathen garden m i l i t a r y - h - a c r e s - r e q u i s t e a s s i s t a n c e . 

Kobayashi c o n p u t i n g c o s t s . 

MR May 196? 
Swezy 

I » 

Galen Beerj^ a r r i v e d t o t a k e over d u t i e s o f CDA. 
Surevys by 3 CRA men i n Lao Ngam a r e a . 
Dug w e l l p rogram. 
N w schoo ls b e i n g c o n s t r u c t e d . 
APO 29 f o r r e p a i r o f llx schoo ls began and work began. 
Repa i r k i t s d i s t r i b u t e d t o v i l l a g e s f o r d r i l l e d w e l l s . 
3 d i s p e n s a r i e s now i n o p e r a t i o n . 
Too l s d i s t t i b u t e d t o t r a i n e e s i n p i l o t program i n 
Tha theng . Jlr# A t maybe r e p l a c e d . 
Demons t ra t i on r i c e okay . 
Marke t agreed t^^on. 
Donnan v i s i t e d f i s h l o c a t i o n - EanPhao. 
USAID/PV7 crew f i n i s h e d work w i t h heavy equipment and l e f t , 
Summsry o f S a r a v a n e . . . 
Fundamental E d u c a t o r s . . . 

< 



SUMMARY OF MDNTHII REPORTS FOR HISTORY OF SARA VANE 

MR Jan IS 6$ 
Lloyd Qnihn 

MR Aug 31 65 
Qus Carlson 

MR Not 196$ 

MR Jan 1 6 $ 
Murphy 

MR Dec 1965 

MR May 1966 
Tbaanas HDD 

PR Sept 1 66 
3m zy 

MR Aug 1966 
Svaiqr 

Bridge being b u i l t i n Svne has been f in ished. 

Sararane a i r p o r t w i l l s t a r t i n about U store weeks*•• 
IsqproTenents and add i t i ona l f a c i l i t i e s f o r the nev OB teas 
i s on schedule •• . larger vater toirer planned* 

Steve Qreen^ IVS^ and St i iar t I>uring, RD Contract, who were 
t o s t a r t a program at Ben Houei Mun, were sent to Saravane 
t o i n i t i a t e a forward area operation i n that province i n 
s^qppert o f the Esqpanded \fapi Progrm. ^ ' v 

Developnent o f the Selamana Val ley (XC5363) as a refugee 
eenter sust be postponed u n t i l be t te r secxir i ty i s establ ishe d« 
An a l ternate resettlement s i t e IC55U3 accessible by road 
from Saravane, has been selected. I t i s hoped 150 refugees 
tea|x>zmrily gathered a t Ban Tonn XC5l5U w i l l move in to ths 
new s i t e i n January* A t Nong Boua resett lement center , ad 
deta i led map and p lan i s being repared showing the 15 refuge e 
v i l l ages i n the area and the ag speas t o be expand so the 
1050 refugees s t i l l requ i r ing assistance ean become 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t t h i s year. 

Col. ^oua Thong, Zone FAR commander and Deputy Cbaokhouens, 
Saravane, has been replaced by Col. Bang, fo rae r l y the Zone 
PAR commander i n Khongsedone* Co l . Boua Thonghas been 
assisgned t o the f h i r d M i l i t a r y Region. 

Team s t i l l i n Saravane <m a tei^>orary wet season program 
await ing re turn t o Ban Houei Mun. Team i s working under 
CDA d e v o l v i n g program for the Saravane par t of the Kong 
Sedone program and other r u r a l d evelopnent a c t i v i t i e s i n that 

MR Oct 1 46 
Swezy 

Dispensary i n I^o Ngam oomplsted 
School a t Bung Xai dedicated 
Water connected up a t OB 

CK wants more v i l l age workers f o r Saravane. 
Hitchoock*s eontract ends...Cl[ as assumed respons ib i l i t y f o r 

CRA program. Hitchcock t ra ined the CRA men i n connunitgr 
development.••Tssder h is d i r ec t i on surveyed 127 v i l l a g e s . . • 

Sufamsr sohool program... 
John Kosinedy, dependent o f Dr . Kennec^ o f TBAID PHD, 

taught fiiglish at summer school. 

Khao awarded scholarship t o studdy i n P h i l l i p i n e s . 
Joe Fox v i s i t e d f i r s t t ime. 

MR Nov 2 66 U men on CX s t a f f - 1 sent to Vient iane, 1 to Thatheng. 
Wants t o t a l of 6 
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MR Nov 1966 
Swezy 

m Dec 1966 
Murphy 

MR Dee 
3 m >7 

1966 

MR Jan 6? 
Sweqr 

MR Feb 67 
Swesy 

V/el l f i n i s h e d i n Napheng and r i g to V i e n t i a n e , 
f t t Laat year a l l but smal l p o r t i o n of the 15 1cm i r r i g a t i o n 
d i t c completed,. .CK and Keo want t o f i n i s h to experir ient 
w i t h p l o t s o f dry season r i c e . 

P o s s i b i l i t y o f s e l f - h e l p dams. 

Re refxigees Lao Ngara 
12 f a m i l i e s i n t o new s i t e , • • a d d i t i o n a l 30 i n January 

Vehicle aaintenance..«now 3 motorcycles. Require 1 M37 t ruck , 
AP f o r 6-rooa groMpe sobolaire a t Lao Ngaia. 
2 i r r i g survey teams sent to Saravane and to Thatbeng to 

sunrey a l l s i tes where CK would l i k e t o have se l f -he lp 
dans 

Eha» Kieo retximed f ron t r a i n i n g - react ivated dug w e l l progr am, 
RLO/CRi v i l l a g e l e v e l worker program adm by Svne Khoueng. 

CK sees rea l value i n l iason ro le of nen working out 
o f h is o f f i c e . Assistant CK has assumed more dut ies 
o f d i rec t i ng CRA nen from the CDH. 

Administrat ive funct ions, 
RUj Mr, Khao wants s t a r t dry season r i c e w i t h U famers Ban Phao. 
Saravane Extension Agents vmcoin 10,000 oa t t l e i n 10 months. 

By b icyc le and motorcycle. Estimated 25^000 bead i n secure 
areas which oould vmcoinate, 1000 oa t t l e against Rinderpest 
i n January, 

ADO loans made l a s t yea r , , . eoUec t i on of debts* 
OICC r i ce seed wareho\2se and PSI o f f i c e warehouse. 
X-raylab began OB, 
Janiiary 29 Dr, Ceaear Msdina, Team D i rec to r , 06, died. 
Dug w e l l program act ivated, 
A g r / I r r teams w r i t i n g up resu l ts surveys Saravane and Thatheng, 
Tbatheng team designed a 1,700 meter canal i r r i g a t e coffee 

gardens. Cost estimates taken on ram j e t p u ^ system. 
A l l four government par ty candidates e lected, w i th very l i t t l e 

distrubance by the PL before the e lec t ions , A Nge, Col, 
Vuk, elected t o Nat iona l Assembly (received most votes 
o f a l l nine candidates,) Tasseng of Kok Mai, a Katang, 

^^^ t ransf to Svne t o become secretary (samien) t o CM. 
F i r s t encouraging steps towards the Saravane RLQ repres-
ent ing a orossection o f the cons t i t u ta t s . 

10 PL entered Hong Zai and dr iven out by ADCt dispensary 
a t Bung Za i r i dd led w i t h bu l l e t s and ADC returned f i r e 
and int ruders f lmd. 

CKLeen, Medicine Chef, and CDA v i s i t e d 3 T i l l ages f o r 
new disp bui ld ings t h i s j M r * « , 

ADO 837 tniDk oo l l eo t i ng r ioe,.«0ne farmer i n Ban Phao» 
Ut786 swquare meters« Small AP #5 

3 CBA msn to Vientiane f o r t ra in ing* 
Fa i l i ng r i g began d r i l l i n g wel ls under AP #2U, 



MR March 196? 
Swazy 

m May 1967 
S m z y 

Program slow due t o lapses i n EO housekeeping funct ions• 
Work continued w i t h heavy equipnent and dynamite t o f i n i s h 

main d i t c h 
Thathen garden m i l i t a r y • l i -acres - r e q u i s t e ass is tance , 

Kobayashi canQ>uting costs* 

Oalen Beery azr lTed t o take orer dut ies o f 
Surevys by 3 GRA nen i n Lao Ngam area. 
Dug w e l l program. 
N^w achools being constructed, 
APO 29 f o r repa i r o f Hi schools began and work began. 
Repair k i t s d i s t r i b u t e d t o T i l l ages fo r d r i l l e d w e l l s , 
3 dispensaries now I n operat ion. 
Tools d i s t t i b u t e d t o t ra inees i n p i l o t program i n 
Tbatheng, Mr, A t maybe replaced. 
Demonstration r i c e okay. 
Market agreed t ^on , 
Donnan v i s i t e d f i s h l oca t i on * BanPhao, 
USAID/W crew f i n i s h e d work w i t h heavy equipment and l e f t , 
Sunraary o f Saravane.,. 
Fundamental Educators,•• 
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