
Arizona jtate University 
College of Nursing 
Tempe, Arizona 85287 

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

INTERVIEW AGREEMENT* 

The purpose of the contributions of Cadet Nurses Project is to 
gather and preserve historical information by means of the tape
recorded interview. Tape recordings and transcripts resulting from 
such interviews will become part of the University Archives, Arizona 
State University as The Joyce Finch Collection. This material will be 
available for historical and other academic research by scholars, 
students and members of the family of the interviewee, regulated 
according to the restrictions placed on its use by the interviewee. 
Arizona State University, College of Nursing is assigned rights, 
title, and interest to the interviews unless otherwise specified 
below. 

I have read the above and voluntarily offer the information 
contained in these oral history research interviews. In view of the 
scholarly value of this research material,I hereby permit Arizona 
State University, College of Nursing to retain it, with any 
restrictions named below placed on its use. 

Nature of restrictions on use of TRANSCRIPTS: 

Nature of restrictions on use of TAPE RECORDINGS: 

Date 

l~'[ct ,\e 1kc. 
Name of Interviewee 

*Modified from: Charlton, T. L. (1981). 
Austin: Texas Historical Commission. p. 

Oral History for Texans. 
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!~terviewi~g for the fi=st time ~rs. ~:ai~e ~ac?ar:and at ~er 
heme located at 7841 3ast ~ariposa, Scottsda:e, Arizo~a. 

;::0::_2~e 

:c"...7.:-:.c:.:. 

,--.. ...:: ' - _,.., .-. - ~-. ......... 
v - - ""'--.:;;. ..... .. .:.-~: 

.::.s part 

So .. ~1c·...:. we:::,e ba.s.:.ca:..:.;/ Y'\ c .. 1.a~ge1 \-V:'1en ~7 ot.~. ;,."e:"'e 
m!:!tary of deve:opi::.~ a ?rogram for Cadet Nurses? 

'·'i e :: e t e : : i::. g ;;, e a. :. ! t ""'::: :: e bi t a ~:Jo 'C. t your :can lz a f e w 
ago. You began as a First :ieutenant, and then you 

were ?romoted to Captain? 

::::::.-1 ~o, : began as a Second Lie'J.tenant, tha""'::: is, w:-:en I entered 
t~e Ar~y ~urse Corps i was a Second Lieutenant. It was 

•.,!: 

a deal at +- • ".::.me to oe promoted to First 
~ie~tenant. Now, as I understand 
stay a Second Lieutenant. 

:t 1 s a big deal to 

~~ :::. fact, the Chief Nurse of the largest Army hospital in the 
country was a Lieutenant Colone:, and the Chief Nurse of the 
Army ~urse Corps, the Superintendent of the whole business, 
was o:::.ly a Colonel. :'!1.ere was one Colone.: Colonel 
3.:.a::c~fie2.d. Of co-urse, :iow t:--ie Chief :\Jl;..rse, or 
Sup e ~ :. ::: t e :..1. d en t / o ::: ~he A~ my Nu l., s e C o rps i s a G e !1 e r a .: , a. 
3rigadier General, ass-.:..~1e, as .::.s a:so true of t::ie Air 

3t:.~ when : we:::t (.::. ~ ~vas Ai:: 
t~:e A:~my, ~v a. s as 

and the Navy. 
a r e : a t .:::. '·7 e ran.::::: of Second 

Could you explain that? 

wasn!t an honest to goodness ran~. was merely a 
·:J e i :n ;- , s o ::: e body who was -: :i e :." e t o d o "" ha t 'She was t o l d +- • ,_o a.a. 
S~e ~ad to be called something, so she was ca::ed a 

was :-iot a 

c..::C.21~·t :nea:l a:"ly"thi::.r;J :.~ea.:.:..~1, o~:-:e:: t:J.a:::: to d.:.st:.ng-u.ist-:. 
us from 3nlisted ?ersonne:. 

a ;na:e, 
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~~= the ~avy and they said, 
:.::.:.£~:.c"..l:~ stanCarC.s, .:"':'s 9oss~~::;.:e -t:-:a~ ~ve 1 ll =ind a ,?lace 
:o:: :_to~,..L.n ?c~ :-:ea\_: .. e::!s sake -- tl-:e ::a·,1"'l :--r1;_:::se Co::ps ~yas:1!t 
awa~e of the fact that t~!s country was at war. So, to heck 
:-J=.t:"1 ::::.e :Jav.,.y. : ta.::::ed ~~ith m1"'" ~;:,oss .3.:1d ~l--iey let ~ne ::.::.:s11 
~~-1 .. cc::t:::"ac-:, .:.::s-::ead cf h.:ri~g a =:eplace::ient fo:r :ne a~ t:ie 
co::ege in Silver City. So I stayed en at Silver City for 
the ba:ance of that year, and then in August of '42 : went 
to ?ort 3liss, too~ the physical, a~d t~en was able to go in 
as part of the Army of the United States, instead of a 
specific unit. took the oath down in the basement o~ the 
~.ittle Roel~, Arl--:an.sas tra:.:: station. I went home ta visit 

3ecause Arkansas was the 

fo~ it from Little Rock, Arkansas. : sent a telegram ta my 
?arents saying that taking the oath of office into the Army 
X c.:: s e C o :.~ p s do \ ... 1 n i ::1 t he bas em en t o f t he de pa t was l i k. e b e ! n g 
~arried by a Justice of the ?eace. It didn't seem quite 

::p 3:J.-:: you ;.\Jere .in.? 

::"? Xow, d1d ycu go to For-:: Sam Houston right away? 

: went directly to Fort Sam Eouston and stayed there the 
entire ti~e. was on overseas orders three times, 
someone at the Eighth Service Command or in Washington, one 
or the other, always cancelled it, because there weren't 
very many nurses then who had any education beyond a basic 
n~rs2ng. I was t~e only one, frankly, at Fort Sam Houston 
w~o ~o.aC. a :1aster 1 s cegree. So they ::.Zept me there because I 
co~:~ teach or be an ad~inistrator. 

~aw. was your Master's in education? 

:o.urs ir:g. 

3X At Western ~eserve ~niversi-::y -- the Frances Payne 3o:ton 
School of ~ursi::lg. 

::F was not aware that they had.the Master's pragra~ that 

~zes. ~hey were ~he first, followed shortly by Yale. 

So, 



· ~ ~ig~t. : graduated from ~arietta College with a 3achelor of 
;..:-ts, and a ;najor in Z:iglish. I was prepared to be an 
E::::g.:.:.sb. teac:""le:..""'. 3ut, : r,,\1asntt really happy about .:t. :n 
that last year a faculty ~ember from Francis ?ayne Bolton 
Sc~ool of Nursing in Western ~eserve came down to Marietta 
a~d told ~e abo~t this new ?rogra~ that they had started 
just three years before, of taking only college graduates 
i~to the nursing school. 7~en they would grant the Master's 
degree. They had the money for scholarships. Of course, 
this was during the Depression. : graduated from college in 
1 36 right in the middle of the Depression, and : was 
delighted to have the scho.:.arship to Wester:::J. 3-eserve. Then 
~v~:.en :::~e ~4Jar ca;ne, 't::-:e'f~l' stopped t~1.:. s :J:-iog::am because the:_;ie 
i..; as such an .i :n 1:1. e C. .: a ~ e :le e G "f o ~ nu r s es . 
seven years, as before :o:;;.r yea:rs of co.i.lege. :'hen, 
three ~"ears went for t~.:.s p::--og:'arn, which granted the 
:1aste::.·'s degree._ We had the clinical expe:rience, as we:..:. as 
the theory. 

~F we::, let 1 s see, are you trying to get at the Master 1 s, or 
getting ?eople through nursing more quickly during the War? 

~M :~ey were trying to get people through nursing more quickly. 
7hey stopped ~hat Master's program. They required two years 
of college so they would at least have peop.i.e who were a 
little more mature, and had a little preparation in the 
sciences and so forth before they started the nursing 
program. My sister-in-law who g:raduated in '44 was, J.. 

think, in the last class of Master's nursing. It ended at 
t::at point. They didn 1 t do it again. 

see~ :'le 11, that ',1as very :'orward-looking, given the 
eC.u.cat:ona: s-:a-::e ... 

~-Je.:.l, tlJ.at was F~ances ?a:;_;:::e 3o:..ton. ~~ o u ~ e e , s he i~1 as -:: lJ. e 
o n. e ~.lil .n o s t a r t e d t h e C a C. e t Nu. ::' s e C o :: 2J s , 
t~e~endously forward-.i.ooking, marvelous woman. 

She was a 

sons was injured at one time, and I t~ink it was a broken 
:'":.ec:~~ at an~1 :rate, a ;:ia.:o:r ::~act~re. :~e :t'lad to have 
nursing care the rest of his :ife. A gradua~e cf Lakeside 
~OS?ital, (it was Lakeside before it became a school of 
n~rsing, Western Reserve ~niversity) cared for him. She was 
so impressed with what a difference a nurse could ma~e to 
someone who had a serious, chronic illness, that she decided 
that's wnat s:1.e wou.:o. do ~1ith her money. She would try to 
ffia~2 ~ere good nurses. She, as a Payne, had great wealth. 
S~e married Chester 3olton ~~o was also a very wealthy man, 
so she had plenty. 
was :'le::." first gif"':, "':o establish ~his :r:.ew ?rogram of taking 
only the college graduates to start study.in~ nursing. ~hen 
s:1.e was i:l.te:~ested in the Country as a w::.o.:e, and was 
elected as Congresswoman from the 22nd Dist:rict in Ohio, 

Congress unti.i. just a couple of years before 
and 
her 

To me it's a short 

1 .,, 



time. 3~t. ~~ring ~er time ~n Congress, she started the 
Cadet ~~rse Cor?s. :t was her bi:l that she introduced. 

:;? '!au know,· I've always wondered why she was so inte:rested in 
n~rsing. we ~now her name is connected with the Cadet 
Corps, and of course, the school at Case Western Reserve. 
3~t this is the ~!rst time I 1 ve ever heard that. So, ~·7 0U 

did have your Master's degree? 
were in the Army? 

:t was in nursing and yo~ 

:;? can see ivh~l -:::~e Aj_-"'::lY was 'le-::.·~l 2-lappy to have yol1 doi:l.g the 
~asic training, because I'm making the inference here that 
that was ~ow yo~ got into the ~as!c training end of work at 
3roo:,;:e ;:ospi cal. 

~F we:l, then the Cadet Nurses we~e coming, and these weYe 
student nurses who were having their last six months or 
nursing experience under your supervision, so to speak. 

What did you do to set up a special 
~nde~stood that's what your job was, 

progra1n 
to set 1..:.p 

for them? 
a p:::'og-:::am. 

:he fi=st thing I did while I waited for them to arrive was 
ta set up a place fer them to study, for them to meet, for 
~s to have discussions. 7hen after they arrived : found out 
w~at they needed, because I couldn't plan the program until 
_ ~new what they had not had. 

see . 

.. ;,~~e:: tl~ey got t:1.e:~e I c .. s:zeC., q~·Jl~at :~a~ve ~?OU hac1? ::a\le :/ou 
had some ?ediatrics? Eave you had some 03? ~ave you had 
so:ne ?s~lchiat::-i·~-~r? S"'7:1a~~ .:s i: tl-:at "'"fou 1 ::e la .. cl:.:ing?" : :=ound 
t~at all too many of the poor things had had mostly 03. 
=~:ing the ~ar, with such a tremendous shortage of ~N's, the 
st~dents were used for doing what no one else wanted to do . 
.So t:-:e st~c .. C.eI1-::s c1.:.d the cOstet~"l.:ca:.. ::i~c..:~s:.2'":~. :-:: wasn. 1 t t:1e 
case . .;..' w:. -.n all them. :-.:ow I :~e1:iember one 
?articular w~o came from Charity 3ospital in New Orleans. 
She had had a pretty good, we::-balanced app~oach. 

3~t sane from Oklahoma had had 
Sc~e had had only night duty. :::'hey ~'1aC. had 

7e~y l!ttle s~pe~v!s!on. ~hey had been g!ve~ t:::emendous 
=espons!b!lities that they weren't ready ~or, and the poor 
~~~~~s ~~st had ~o idea of the reason for what they were 
c:o :_4--ig. ~l1ey c.:c.~ it t:nders~anC. .: 4-



:;:'\/ 

Sc t~2y ~id thi~ss ~us: because sc2ebody said to de t~at, 
a .. t1d -::~:e:/· did that, and .:.t ~"lot1.lC. work: out? 

: ~-:a t : s t :: e o :-i l --z :: e as on f: o r do i n g i t because so;:1eone said 
~ :-: .: s ~'!as n e :{ -:: . S o , : ~ad t he m s ca ~ t e r e C. . I f poss i b l e , I 
:, e? t ': '?J o o n t he s an: e s e r v ::'.. c e s o t ha t they c o u l d supp or t ea ch 
c'.::~:e:::-. - was always with them, I jl::.st i~ept moving aro1.lnd 
a~d : had a good assistant, ~ieutenant Xina Basham. 

So you were their supervisor, in a sense, as well as 
teacher? 

·zes. And the ~ead ~urses on each service, each clinical 
service where they were assi~~ed, ~new ~ha~ these were extra 
s~-;ec.:..2: ;;eople. ::~e :-:ead :\1.:rses helped ~.;ery :~uch .:i:i tl:a~(:r:g 

s~=e tha~ these stude~ts were able to do as much as a 
student could do. 

:F So they weren't upset to have any teaching or supervisory 
responsibility for these young women? 

E~ chose ~hem. 

So you knew your Head Nurses? 

: ~ad been a supervisor in the hospital itself, so : 
~~ew ?retty much whic~ nurses were good ones and which ones 
we:'e:: ! "".:::. 

On.e o:: t:-:e t:1ings: noticed in one of t:1e news letter~ tl1at 
yo;~ -'-·:7lC. _n t,::r:~s of basic training there was 
ca.::.isthenics, and marching, and some o:E t:-wse ki::.ds ot 
things. ~id the Cadet Nurses get involved in that? 

basic t::iain~ng. t:ie::1 got tl--iat 
Mcclosky after they left =e. There were few enough of t~em 
that the Arm? appa~ent:y decided that it was better to have 
a .:. : :J :: "'.': ~1 e 1:1 a t o n e p .: a c e , i ri s t ea d o f t w o p l a c es as we Vie!' e 

origina.::.ly. ~cClosky General in Temple, Texas, had part of 
tl1e1:1. :'he ot:ier group was at ?ort Sam Houston. That was 1n~l 

next job, being in charge of basic training for the Eighth 
Service Command. But I didn 1 t get to have the Cadet Nurses. 
They had already gone ~o ~cClosky. 

:F So they didn't stay with you !or ~he six months? 

?-Iot tl;.e 
so that - ~ .-a J.~ r):C 

t.:.:ne1 no. 
t.'.:.em would 

They were transferred 
Oe .i~1 one place. 

6 



:hey ca~e for a short 
tj_;;ie, 

they a:: we~~ to ~cClosky? :im ~ot quite sure. 

:~ey ~ere transf e=red before their six ~o::ths were up. 
so-:: r :.1 , b ¥...::. t : ca..::.:: o t ~ e ~~1 e ffl :) e -:: e :~: 2:. c t :. 'I 11 o ~.q :. on g i t was . 

I'm 
: had 

·t>.is one ::;::apshot "'.:ha·:: shows me :'lavi::g given t:-iem a send-off 
party to ~cc:osky. So, they were also the first ones. 
~ecog~ized t~e faces as being those who were in the f i=st 
~1·ot:p. Sc, : :.::new t~-iey we:::e t:.0 ansferred there, but I can't 
remember precisely how :cng a~ter !t was. 

.. ... - ... 
·~1·0·~.:._c. ~10-...:. £-'-w:.ess 

::F So a pa:--t of w:-iat t:'.-ley wou2.d do at Mcclosky was to get ::'eady 
to go into the military as Army nurses, upon graduation? 

_,.., 
v -

·::·es. 

'::~a·t sounds a li tt2e d.:=:=ere:J.t. : ~nderstand ==:.,om some of 
the st~de~~s who are in R07C, or in the Army or Navy nurse 
prograns that they can't go into the military until they 
pass their state boares. But that sounds li~e it was a 
:i~t:e differen~ under wartime conditions. 

·zes. :'l:.is was just a "hurr;:- it up" and be sure that they 
weren't totally foreign to the military attitude, or 
approac~ to things. As soon as they graduated, well, they 
were already familiar with where "'.:hey were needed. 

So, : 1 ra won~e=ing then if 
?eo9:e w~o came ~n ~~~s 

:de~ti=ied an interest 

the Ar~y was selective. Those 
program were people who had 
go:ng ::J.to .... 1.._rre 

doesn't sound li~e you would waste all that energy in a 
group of people that would go of: after graduation and do 
something e.:.se. 

e:.;:per: encs, would have ~een a shame to not oe avai.:.aole. 
:::t was no: go :::to 

Su.re. 3u": :t does sound li:.Ze, .:.n te:::'ms of tvhat you saw as 
their defici:s :n t~eir ~asic nursing education for two and 
a haJ.: :t .. ea.rs: of .:n ~hat last 
S .:~~ 1:1.0TI t~S. 

:l:yseJ. .r, and ::'allowed 

expe:..,ience. So, tl1e ;;oar :~:.ds 



JF Jid they li~e it? 

: can't remember a single one who didn't. 
c !i~e time together. 

J? was ~ust thin~ing, :n terms of how people worry about 
state boards, and to some extent always have worried about 
state ~cards. They must have been relieved to have the 
opportunities that you were offering. 

~ imagine t~ey were. They were excited when they 
and they ~at S?ecial Ca~et Cor?s ~n!!orms, which were 

~ifferent !rom any other uniform. They were distinctive. 
J:: co-c;.:::'se, Fort Sam ::.ouston was an exciting, o:'..c; post. 
3rooke General is one of the greatest hospitals they could 
have possibly hae to get their experience !n. - ton!t 
:.~emember an:.7 one o! 7:21e:.', :e2.:i~1g, o:' at least sharing any 
evidence o:::, ~_::_nl1app iness or dis content with what was 
available to them. 

_________ ;;::::::.:._:; :...:.tlook on edt;,cation, because some of 
the mernor!es o~ nursing education in these days were that 
a.:.: students :ea~ned to do all things, and could ta~e care 
c: ~.=..:. patients. :t doesnrt sound ~il~e that .. in ter!ns a..: 
~'\/l""lat :lou 1 ::e sa~{:.ng . 

. ':o. ':'hese students had 
been a::'ound 

not 
any 

learned to do everything. :hey 
psychiatric patients. :'hey had 

not been around any neurosurgery. 
man? chest surgeries and certainly no tropical medicine. 
";.:. .:. o f these were new exp er i enc es that t ::. e y would 21 o t :-::. ave 
i'1ad otl1erivise. 

::? :etfs see, :!:n t:1.ink.:..ng :-ioiv to a.s:..: th.is qt1estio11~ At 
3roc~e. were these peop:e who were around ?o:::'t Sam ~ouston, 
or wer~ you getting ?eople who were wounded from eit~er the 
?~c::~c or the ~~~opea~ f~ont? 

~~ We were getting them irom any place ~~ t~e wor.:.d. We ~aa, 
o~ co~rse, illuch iliore use o: trains t~a~ what we do ~ow~ 

:-~:1e:1 we 11ad a hospi ta: t::ai:: come in to San .. ~rito:1.:i .. o, >Ie c. .... _ 

wculC. be on duty U!'ltil that t::-ain was unloaded and an'-''')OC".;' 
wbo ~ad been on -- was comfortably bedded down. :twas 
during the North Africa campaisn in particula::- that almost 

They were ~lown to the 3ast 
c::ca.st.. a~-:d t::ien pt:.t: c-:--i a "t?:ain and ~ransferred to San 
~n~onia. Those ?OOr soldiers. When you thin~ how long that 

:hey took precedence ever ~reight or anything 
e=.se. 3ut, when they arrived at San Antonio, the ambulances 

.:cad co::-;,2.::..g .:.:: -- one 

we~e ~ro~ght to 3zoo~e as ~uic~l7 as 
t!::e :;.ight supe::-visor,: remember one 
·::::'a.::.n load. One yatie:-1.t said ::.e i1as 



~ery ~~co~fortable. 

I 1nade sure 
:: ::.ac oee:n a:~o;,.::::c., ::.a.,_: seen eve::-y new 
that everybody was !ed, that everybody 

who needed ~orphine had ~orphine. ~hat was the ?riority --
::ood and ::-:e:1 mcrph.:ne. :twas tha"!: wa~r, as far as I!1n 
concerned. :his one young soldier said ~e cou:~~·t go to 
s:eep, :-ie co1:..:'..C.ri 1

-:: get cor<.:'.:ortable because of those darned 
a:J."ts -:.:::de:,, ::..:.s s:~.:.n.. : sa.id1 ~'Ants under ~.,our skin?'' ..... 
sa.:.d, me 
thi:;.l~ anything 
:t 1..i--:e::a::::_ ... 
d :i d :--: a ~J e ant s 

see", beca1:..se :?d lea:::r:eC. long ago not to 
is too rid.:.c~lous. You i~vestigate and take 
So I looked at his legs, and sure enough he 
under his skin, because he had lain on the 

desert in :•Jorth .~frica, ~:3.:ter bi.:ing wou:--ided., for quite 
awhile. :he s~in died, t~e upper levels lifted, and ants 

tj_cse :.a~Ie::-is dead ski:i. 
cc-:_1:-ise;' -:::::e ::e::'~1es we?e '7er;l ~nuch ali\.7e to tl:.ose ants. So, 

ca::ed the Physical Therapy department and asked if 
someone would come to work and put this man in the whirlpool 
tub. The whirlpool got those ants loosened and washed out. 
He slept, and later he said it was the first time he had 
been able to sleep in days. 

JF He must have been really miserable. 

~~ Oh, I can't think of anything more ho:::rible than to have 
ants, literally, under your skin and unable to do anything 
about ·~ T think of that every time someone mentions 
unusual wounds. 

~les, :'..s · .. :u:us.....:a:, although :: 've ' , nearc.:. of maggots 
wounds. 

Well, we used to have :naggots deliberately in the old days 
at Western Reserve. T remember on the O:::thopedic Ward, 
:n&g£;ots were inti~oduced to patients who had osteomyeli "'::is. 
They helped get rid of the dead flesh. 

,-;.2s 2 :,;:.:'..nd of .:.c:,;:y sound, but it sounds very therapeutic 
,~ its way. That was presu~ab:y before Penicillin? 

So, - think that in terms of the Cadet ~~rses t~ey 
got some real:y unusua: experiences if they were working 
fli:~ cas~alties, as we __ ~Q ?eople who were on the post and 
we~e expe~ie~c~ng the ~~~ds of illnesses tha~ you genera~iy 
thin:.;: abo~it. And then you say that t~;.ey got some 
psychiatr.'..c experiences, so~e of them? 

Yes. ~ot all of the~ got everything, of course. 
just decide ~vho was most in need of what. 

:~ e ~:.ad to 

:F 3ut it does sound as if you were trying to individually 
assess the individual student's need, and see that she got 

9 



: :-: e ~r >l e r e . ;o.2\ I'l C.. .a l .:. ''V e r y a t t :-: a c t .: v-r e ,. n i c e g i r :. s ~ There 
wasn 1 t a one who wasn 1 t a charming, appealing, 
!f you :oak at t~is picture, notice how erect 
is. And the same thing is true there. (Shows 

young woman. 
th.ei:: bearing 
pictures) 

w~ So ~~ sounds ~~~e they came ~n groups of four or s~~. in 
te~ms of these p:ct~~es. 

was the first, and then six 
right now the group that ... 

in the ne:~t group. .,.. can't 

Jid they stay in these barracks? (?o~~ting at picture) 

:F So the barracks and quarters were different? 

~v ~here where the Second Lieutenants lived. 

Well, if they only stayed about three 
hospital, then you probably never had very 

:\Jo, 
~ ~ -- -~ 

l. think twe: -:,7e 

p.ictu::e 
;iicture) 

was the ~est : had at 
~hink twelve is what 

months at your 
large numbers at 

one time. Yes, 
shows. (Shows 

eight, ten. So that was one of your 
parties. (Looking thro~gh several pictures) 

~~ T~at one was when they were being transferred to McClosky. 
: gave them a sen C.- o f f par "t y around the po o l , and they gave 
~ne a ~n-i...1s i c box~ 

> .. ad good + . 
'-~me and enjoyed ~·Je::., :.-:: sounds like t:1.e'_.7 

themselves. You saiC. ear:ier tt:.a t they came from ~ouisiana 
and :exas, C~lahoma and New Mexico. 

SM Ar~'=ansas "too. 

Ar!:::ansas. So ~here rea:ly was quite a wide geographic area 

i" 1 " ii/ e ..i...:.' that was "the Eighth Service Co~mand. Cf course,. 
~emple, Texas was within the Eighth Service Command also. 
~cClosky General Hospital was a temporary hospital; whereas, 
3rooke was long-term. It's been there forever and sti~l is, 
to t~is day, a major medical center. 

;F One of the things that you did say is that they had had, 
many of them, about all the e~?e:ie~ce they had was in OB, 
and that you tried :o put them into additional experiences 
that would expanc their a~ilities and their r2~~e of 

-'- ~,..,, ..:::. ~.,.,, ---..._ ~ ... : t:-ainin£" in 



changes ~~at ~Jck,.:. sar,,~1 ta~;:e ?2.ace i~ them! in that period that 
~o~ s~?ervised t~e~7 

·:::"es. 
as c:ose:y s~perviseci in their personal life as t~ey ~aci 
:een i::. ~any of the n~rsing schools of that day. 

E:vl Yes. 

:? :hey would all be about 20 or 21. They wou~a think t~ey 
were ad~lts, and able to take care of themselves. 

~zes. Well, I guess 20 would be right, 
because most finished high school at 18. 

So they were expanding t~eir personal life, 
professional life in that period. Well, 

as well as their 
do you have any 

anecdotes 
es:_Jr=cially, 
s";:c.::.ds out? 

about 
or an 

a part~cula~ st~dent t~at you ~ecall 
experience that anyone had that you think 

~M : don't reme~ber about any particular student. T can see 
all t~eir faces. But, they were all nice girls who reacted 
so well. They were so polite. 

Su::e . 

.C:..i'i ':'hey were so respectful an attitude that is rather 
foreign to what we experience with young people today. 

Well, this is true. 
question about that. 

~he world has changed the:::'e is no 

~v : =~se~jer one o~ the things that : wanted terribly never 
happened, and thac was for Francis ?ayne Bolton who started 
:. t ~o co:-~-:e tc ?ort Sa.m ::o"'v..ston and see so1:1e of tlJ.ese Cade::s. 
: ~e~t thi~king hew wonderful it would be if she could just 
~o~a and ~eet so~e o~ these Cadets. She was quite 
i::..te:'ested if1 them, but the Congress v-1as O"l:S ... J and sl1e 
c o u l C: n r t g e t .a ~.ya ;,t ·:: :':a t .:. on g " ·~· o u :( :.~ o lV" : she -G. s e d ~ (J c o .;':1 e 1: o 
tea at our school of nursing because she was so intensely 
interested in our own training, our experiences. She always 
bought tic~ets for several to go to the Cleveland Symphony 
Orchestra conce::'ts. don't thin:.::: ... missed very many 
sat 'l rd a y nights , or maybe Thursday night , at the C l eve land 
Syn?hony, because there were always tickets provided by ~rs. 
3oltc~. ~hen s~e ca~e to school to visit us, she would pou= 

: remember her sayi~g very £!r~ly, that tea should 
bur~ all the way down. 

So !t was SU?posed to be ~ot, 
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:_Jrogram. 

JF :Tow, that's interesting. 

E~ Not everybody was able to ~e=~~e a Cadet Nurse. 

;? ~as t~ere a selection process that you ~now of? 

Yes, but I 
selection. 

don't know exactly how 
:

1 m sorry. I should, 
it worked or 
but I don't. 

who made the 

::F ~'7 e l l , I t m n a t s 1..::.: e : 11 a~ yo ri st. o \.:..: d.. : had n' t thought about 
t:~at. I do k:::ai.v -:::-:at .:.:i one of ~he a.2.""t.:cles that J:f'.Te read 
-· t~e AJK duri~~ t~at period, 
go to federal installations, 
~ilitary base, at the wi:l of 

that the student nu~ses could 
whether it was to the VA or 
the Government. Just because 

a nurse wanted to go there didn 1 t mean that she got to go. 
So, there had to have been a selection process, and I just 
connected that somebody was doing that and making those 
determinations. It's unclear. But it makes an interesting 
question to see if we can find out how they were selected. 
At one ti~e you did say they felt special. 

ZM Yes, ~ery special. 

So they were selected out. 

z;-1 :'4 e l .:.. , i n r ea d i n g a par a graph f r om the B r o o k e £1.1!:~Q.£!Hl..§..! 
3::-oa.dcas t, which was the journal published by the hospital 

: think it was once a month, :·~ not sure. It says, 
1':::1 addition to ~rac-tical ~or~~ :.r1 St1rc;ical, Medica: ar_d 
=~c::c.::o)s;,1c~:,.iat:·:.c sections, as part of their traini::g, the 
Cadets have received a minimum of two c:inical hours a week 
instr~ction in va~ious suCJec~s. c.:assroo~s and reading 
roo~s with an excellent professional library have been 

::-ow/ 
t~a~ : ~!2 befo::-e they arrived, of course. 
~~:2~7 sta::ited .i::. o::. Surge~y, or :'/1edic.ine, or Psychiat::y,. o:: 

:·,; e 11:; o s u = g i ca .l v.; a:.. ... C:; 71'·.; a. s d. e t e r m .:. :1. e d by t he i r 9 r e v .:. o us 
e:-:?e:r.:ence .. 11 Cadets tal,.:ng special t:'a~n.:.:i.g at 3:-'1ool'e T,,~ill 

a. : s ;) r := c e i v e t he :::- e g u .: a r AN' C t w o w e e ~z s bas i c t r a i n i n g 
;raGra~ before going on duty in the hospital, .:'..n order that 

. ., .., w: ..i. ..r,. oe acq~.:a.:.2:1ted rn. i.::. t a;:y customs and 
:'hey 

d!d~ 1 t ~ave two weeks of just basic training. Tha~ was 
!~corporated in the classroom work -- how they could get 
a:ong with a:: the strange people they met in the hosp!tal. 
:.~J:,~o ~Yc.1.s .'..fllc_~:, ~l-1f:o was :ies90::-:i.s.:~:):e :(J:.., ;..\l':"lat'" 

c_c..ss-::oo;n :.ec::-:.-1~:.::g-teach.:.~g~ ~~ they were spread out a~~ 
ov~r the di~ferent ~~nas c: ~nits, ~id they ~ave their 
::;:.,2sses se?a::2~e2:1 or ... 



Well, what ~!~ds cf thi~gs d!d you tal~ with 
them abcut. 7heir particular clinical experiences would be 
quite dif~erent, so to talk to the whole group must have 
been kind of tricky. 

:t was, a~d : don't reme~jer ezactly. We did it early ln 
the day before they :~ent to work anyplace, so t~at we could 
be sure everybody was there. : don't remember how : decided 
what the subject would be today. We relied a great deal en 
their q~estions -- what was bothering them, rather than j~st 
wl:at: wanted them to know. 

So >J ?:. s conference than a formal 
7hen they would ~e taking notes, or listening. 

3X ~zes. 

:J? So you had then some o:: the basic mi1itaZ1y stuff. I~m sure 
they would want to knew, well what do you do when a Colonel 
wa :~zs iCJ. and what do you do wher.. a Captain wallzs in. 

~v Yes. And : assured them they did not have to sal~te because 

-~ 
,_,· ;: 

t:-ie::i7 ;,~e:ie r:ot ~1.i.:.:. ::a1:"'y pe1..,sonnel. -:::::..:.::::~ ~:ie::.,. 'r1e1"'e 

e~~pec ting that j urn:;; 
everythir:.g. 

iiVel _:, 
adC.ed 

T think that covers the questions 
So, 

forma: taping here. 

to salute 

.._, 
.... ne 


