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ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

INTERVIEW AGREEMENT* 

The purpose of the contributions of Cadet Nurses Project is to 
gather and preserve historical information by means of the tape­
recorded interview. Tape recordings and transcripts resulting from 
such interviews will become part of the University Archives, Arizona 
State University as The Joyce Finch Collection. This material will be 
available for historical and other academic research by scholars, 
students and members of the family of the interviewee, regulated 
according to the restrictions placed on its use by the interviewee. 
Arizona State University, College of Nursing is assigned rights, 
title, and interest to the interviews unless otherwise specified 
below. 

I have read the above and voluntarily offer the information 
contained in these oral history research interviews. In view of the 
scholarly value of this research material, I hereby permit Arizona 
State University, College of Nursing to retain it, with any 
restrictions named below placed on its use. 

Nature of restrictions on use of TRANSCRIPTS: 

Nature of restrictions on use of TAPE RECORDINGS: 

S- ;2/- ?7 
Date 

Name of Interviewee 

*Modified from: Charlton, T. L. (1981). Oral History for Texans. 
Austin: Texas Historical Commission. p. 64. 



:'~-"l.:.s .::.s :;{)~""Ce .. ~. ?i:"1cl'1, ?::.J. ':oda.~r .:..s 2~a~7 1987 . 
.::1te::'"/.:e\.-\1.: .. ~~ :o::' the ~.:::'s't :.:ne :-.~!s. Bett:r Ge~.:.. This 
is ta~i~g ?~ace in ~e~ o~~ice at Good Shepherd Villa, 

interview 
5848 2ast 

... ~;: izona. 

=~~~ i~t~:view is sponsored ~y the Arizona State ~niversity 
co:lege of x~~sing and the Arts, Social Sciences, ana Humanities 
co-._lnc i:. 
P:'oject. 

J..s part o:: t:-:e Co:J.t.r.iDut~ons o:E Cadet zqurses 

You do have the material that we're going to cover, and 
t""/?ica.:.:y go thrc1~:;~: i:: ~ ;;-::etty st!'a:.sl1~ :or~vard. fas:1.:.o~~ 
So ~~~Je: :·~l~s;-~J.~ st.a.~~t: -:~:e~.:. ~.v.:.~~- ~,.,.ou:r :n"L::.,s:;:g ed-t..:cat:.o:1. 'r"~_:a-: 

JF ::.947, so you were Cadet Corps throughout your 

3G The entire three years. 

~~ And wha~ was your school of nursing? 

~? And about ~ow large was that hospital at that time? 

was thinking bac~ and it's grown so much, but I 
around 225 perhaps. 

:;F }i·oc-c..~ l1o~,y· J..a:rge was your ~t:rsing class? 

3G 

: t~ink we started and 36 graduated I believe, 
or 36. 

yoi.l have any a~fil!a~ions with another hospi~al? 

:--:o t at 

)lCU 

?::ancis 

.\-:.....- ~ '-_ ... c.. ._ 

have any af~il!ations 

in 

Jid you have co~rses the=e? 

.late:r 

c:.J.:.=.cs;e? 

34 

we 

3G ~~e ~!rst, ?rooab~y, s~~ ~o~ths we ~ac, th!nk, about ~our 

cou=ses there. :hen all of Oi.lr courses were right at the 
scS:.ool. 

w~ So those would ~e like ~he sciences -- che8ist=y, anatomy. 



:t seems to ~e !t was. 
bacteriology : t~in~. 

there were four initial. 

Right, chemistry, ~natomy, probably 
It seems like there was one other; 

:1 ~-, 
,_; _ ... f ~ve usee. t<J ca:.l bacter io.:o,;y. 

:;? ''ie2.l, today tl:ey call it microbiology, that's a course that 
the students take at the University. 

3G ~.)£1 tl1at's :r:.ght, tl~ey"" do. 

3G 

: had forgo~ten about that. :hat would be interesting to 
~now ~ow that change came abc~t. Now, one of the things 
then about the Cadet Corps legislation was that the Cadets 
have a senior experience; some people could go to Army 
installations or VA 3ospitals, or perhaps local public 
health departments. Did you do anything like that? 

:ro, there were s:x from our class who did the last six 

y 0'.1 d i d :1 0 t . 

3G ~Jo. 

::? ~ow come did that happen that you did not? 

:'hey were appointed, just selected. 
waited for an appointment. All 

C•"J~:"Tse. 

.,. ... have no idea how, 
of us wanted to go, 

we 
of 

::? O~ay, so you did not do prec~se_y what you had ho?ed to do. 

3G 

:.j~:._a_ ~ ,.:_.:_C. ~}"OU C# o 
2"1U::-si~~g schoo.:.? 

~~ o ~ :.: e d a t 
probably we 

::::e 
~'lad 

:.as t s i:~ ~on t~s you were 

so~e classes ~et at 
experience. 

that time, too. 

::F Do you remember what kind of nursing, clinical nurs!2g, you 
did .:n tha.t :ast si;..:: mo11ths? 

I did a lot of night duty. 
last six months, probably 

~ay ~ot have gone into the 
spent 

aCotlt siJ-: :nont::s Jn n:.g~-::s, :J-~ t ::~:..:.::~~ ~ay ~ave started 
-:~e at the end cf the second year. 

~ ~ ,.-._ •. ~ • .,-., T - . _, 

~ '....J ·~ ... -- 1.... • .::::- that ti:ne as just a 
~onti2uation a: w~at you ~ad ~een dc!ng. 

2 



3? ·: p~esu~e w~en you were on nights you were in charge; you 
were responsible ~or the care. 

3G I wo~ked, : believe, a 20-bed unit alone as a 

;p And ~ow were you supervised during that experience? 

3G 7here were two night supervisors who came around on the 
night s~if~. Cf course it would be your supervisor if it 

3u~ a~ ni;~t, there were two ~or the building .. .. . .. .. . .. 
ana gave aavlce ana ~ep~ you golng . 

. ~? :,;o~~~ .. 0:12 of tl1.e qu..est:.o:::s : ~A~arlted ~o asl..: you :.s llow c::.a. t~~e 
Cadet Corps make a di~ference in your nursing e~~ca~ion? 

3G : dcn!t really ~now how it would have been different having 
experienced just that program. I think it was really a good 
thing for us. I was going to school not even aware there 
was a Cadet ?rogram until got there and signed up and 
hea~d about it. :n fact all of us in our class then were 
Cad~ts. It was a ~!~e when, you know, we had that little 
bit of spending money -- that was a big thing. We li~ed 

being Cadets, - think, all of us. It was the uniform and ..... ... ne ... 

3G ::;;.:.ght. 

does you would have been a nurse anyway. 

3G -:zes. 

,J ;: .s c :::: e ~J e cJ p -i. e , ~ :-1 f a c t , d i d :n a k e a c h o :. c e t o go :. :1 t o ::1 ~ r s ~ :1 g 
beca~se c~ the Cadet Corps. 

3G Yes, I'm sure they did. 

they were going to be a 

3G ""£es. 

;p So you ala graduate then in '47? 

............. ~ .-.. 3G ..... - ...1.. --•"-' -A.:::;,. ~ good friend f~o~ 
~~e class and ~. you ~~ow we 
couldn't stav ho~e and work. 

had to go someplace 
: worlze(i :.n 03 ... - ....... +-~­

"""""".l. "- .... -

'"e 
got 



?~obabl 'l about ~G~r months. 
August, a::1d too:z 
:~ey ~!red us just as new grads. 

~~~ e :-l t Y .i g L:. t o 'l e :' 
s-::a ~e 3oa:"'d in 

-~ ~ow, as T recall, Aurora is aot far from =al!et. 

Yes, :·~ ~ot sure what difference that ma~es. 3ut anyway, 
you worked in the Maternity Department for about four months. 

3G Yes, ?ost-?artum. 

3G 

?os~?artum, aka~. 

:-ec2.:.:.7 
:J :. G. l'l o ll f e e .:. p ~epa r e ci to do t :-:a t as :..' ,_, ~ 

had spent quite a bit of time in OB and I 
think : Q~u. I really th!nk it was difficult being alone 
like at ~ight, but I rea.::.:y think that's where ,,..e did learn 
a lot of the sense of responsibility that you really have. 
And : :::::..::.:::;:: I did, I think I r,vas ready -- probably more so 
than I would be today to go someplace. You know, ~ guess 
they had a lot of confidence at 

~.:. :'here is something about being young with a ne•..-~ degree and 
having con£ ide::1ce. 

3G Yes. 

What was your position? Where you a Staff Nurse? 

3.G· ~{es. 

=? So you ~a:ried after about four ~onths? 

3G 

. . 
c .:. 2 n s; e c: ~o'os o~ you qu.:.-:: V'lork.::.ng '? 

married in ~anuary k:l.OW 

. . . 
s.:.;~ ~:l(J.::~.:.:.s. : came back to =a:iet and : believe the job : 
~ad was ~ights until I got married. :hen that, of course, 
jei~g soc~ after the War and the shortage of housing 
_; = t e::: ~~.;; e YA.J e :.., e ~a 1., r i e d r,.;; e .::. .:. '\7 e ci o l.l t o ~ to vv n .::. .: :--: e s =. :·: or seven 
miles. ~~ere was no ~ransportation except with my husband, 
an~ t~ey wouldn 1 t ~uara~tee me I could work days. So, 
~ent on ?=~vate duty ~or probably another seven, eight, nine 
~~:o.::t~:s. ::l.en. ~vr:; did ITIO\Je back: .i:l-~o -t:~~e c.:t~..; t~1~r1l~: 

worked a general ~:oar ~or a year then, or twc. 

.. . . -_-:osp:. ~2.-· 
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. ~ ~ ~ - ....... _...,. -._ .:.. .:.. ...- ...... _ ........ ...... -, ·~ ·~"\ 

._, - ·-.- ·- - I 

too~;:: a. job fo::- pe:::'haps s.::: ;nonths oac_:: 
c.::-7:2:::-:cc:: s~~:.:=t. 

:n c.. :1 be :: w o , 
ger:era.:. d:_1·~y, 

7es, sa:e ~osp!tal. And t~en ~ had anot~e:::' son .:n 

~F ~ tho~gh~ your first son was aorn :n '53. 

3G ~ made a mistake, ~e was born in 1 50 and ;ny second son was 
I had ~hree yea~s the first one 

afte:::' ~was out of school, and then three years in between 
secc:::c: ! 53. I 

~~ ?ou had a big, young family with you. 

3G R!gh~. and _ always worked some. I don't think I've had one 
year of not work!nc since : got out of school. Let 1 s see, 
then I took a job -- 03 was always my favorite at that time 
-- so think I worked about six months in OB Post-Partum 
and Recovery before my dat:.ghter was 0or::1. :'hat wow.ld 11ave 
been in '56 she was :a months after that third little 
boy. :'hen I think : went back to general duty, and I worked 
part-time in the evening probably when she was six months 
o l d , s o t l:.. a t "'" o u l d l-'1 a\] e been s o 1n e t i m e .:.. z1 ! 5 7 . I \-"l c r ~.: e d 
t~e:re t~'1e~ ;;a:::'t-·t.i.:ne .::n~o f·:..:l=.-t.i::le ~V~""J.en t:-:e~':/ ~ve:re a.::. :n 
school. wo:r~..::ed ?ost-?art-:.J.m, c:1.arge Nurse, until '67. 
~hen, : had a friend who had gone th~ough the program also 
ju~ went on to get a degree !n speech therapy. She had gone 
to Texas and worked ~or severa: years, and she used to come 
in and wc=k one weekend, think, a month at the hospita: 
tA.~:.t~:. -u.s. s:1.e ~vas in the scl:ool s~;_'s·t.e!n~ ... ~·Jor~eG. a:1c.:: ~>~ent 

s·tead"'7 :0.:1 03, to 

7~at was a little 

3( :t ;)<J.S £;0Cd ;.z:{perience, :,ut .:;_t W3.S '~',",..:..tea change ""Jecause 
t~ey were ~ourth an~ ~!~th graders -- : think about 900 to 

3G 

:,JOO in the school. stayed the~e for a year, the one 
s c ~-: o o .=. ~' e a:.~ . :' :-: e ~ : ~'laG a. c a l :. : :: o m t :1 e :sa l:1 e ~: () s p i t a : :" ~: e : e 
: graduated -- they needed a ~ead Xurse in ?ost-?artum ana 
~v o 1.: : C. : t a:~ e :. ~ -- s o : w e :1. t b a c l~ . - stayed there ~or two 

- wouldn't want to do it was 
- -

;~ o c ~.._._ ~ ~: ~ c :::' ..:. e ~-: c~ e ~ 

L. ~_.....- ·-. ___ ,::.::,. ·- ~~ ,_, ,_,_ 
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~- ,. ....., ..... ....., 
~\..,:i .,.. . .: .. ,_,I 

_ ::1 ~ :,_; .. o~a:._r 

~·-Je? 

c :-::a ).7 , what happe:;.eci. :970? 

3G ~·ie ;noved to Co:.craC:.o. 

-~ \"VonderfuJ. .,.. .:.:.ved !n Colorado. 

-:- J:.:=. ~·'"C~.:? Ol1., :~ .:s, ~t:t :i'ou k:1o~v a.fter all the years o: 
~e:.~~ :n nurs!n~ in the hospitals where it was always short 
staf~ed or looking ~or help and people not availajle 
~hen : ~ot to co:.orado we were about 30 miles from Colorado 
Springs -- 25, something like that -- that's where ~ had 
assumed ~ would work and drive to. But no place needed 

3G 

help. This was in the Fall of '70, : t11.inl<, so I put a few 
a::;:;::::..:.cations in and sat bacl.z at home. 
Cripple Creek, Colorado, this li tt:.e town another 25 miles 
a~vay, that they desperately needed }:elp but I wasn 1 t going 
to drive that far. So, we were in Woodland ?ark and finally 
:guess after about a month of being unemployed and this big 
move that we thought was going to be so wonderful 
C ,:J : o ~ .ado .: s t.V o ~de ::::-: f u l but you 11 a \T e t o w o r l-c , t o a . S o :: 
:: i:1a2. l y said to my husband one day, "~vell, let 1 s take a ride 

{3..:....,_:"-?e a.nd see \-Vhat .:.t's .. .li~-(e.n 
nursing ~;:.O!ne. 

Xow was this in Colorado Springs? 

was over in Cripple Creek. 

Oh, had 

: J e ::. ::. : il ad f o r a ::1 on t h . And they had that conti:1uing need. 
When ~ got over t~ere !t was an ole ~osp!tal that ~ad just 
g!ve~ ~p its ~os~!tal license in, I t~ink maybe, ~arch of 
t~at year and t~is was ?all. ~~ey ~ad been combini:1g the 
-t:·ro - ~=~e :1os~.:. -::c_.: a~::d ~::e _-:1~-;.:~s ir!g :c:ome - ~ecause t:1e}1 :lad 
started !t in the 60 1 s someti~e. Most of t~e!r ~atients 
oa~e ~rom the State Hospital. 

- ' -::'·u.e:J_c;. 
she was t~e only nurse on the day shi~t. 

a.:::d S ~o ;,._,_. haC. ~Yorked her ent.i:re career 
hospital and she was just about ready 
~ave stayed t~e ~av, 
c= j""...:s~ ga.~.re :Y~e a ~ooc~ =eel.:::..g! t~"1e 

decided, well the drive wasn't bad. 

3 

to retire. So I could 
so badly. And it sort 
need you ~new. So 
So I started the ne~t 



So ho;,·.f ..,. got 
~as!cally been in it, you ~now, since. 
_.._! ~:osy.:."ta.::s. 

ana. 
:;:•,_re :'lad a few years 

3G think : worked abo~t. probably not even t~ree years si~ce 
:::.. a ~'losp:. tal. 

;p Okay, so what was your position then in that hospital? 

3 G ~1 e ll , :: was a S t a f f N u r s e u n t i l the := o ll o ~.., ! n g sum m e r w he ::: 
she ~et!red, and then : beca~e Director. 

3G ~ursing Assistants who basically were untrained, unless they 
came in from somewhere else where they had had training. 
~hen we had a nurse on each shift, and an LPN on nights. In 
the time I ~vas there I hired a lady who was ~u.st out of the 
Air force, ~ think, so she was the degreed person, she had 
been around maybe not as many years but probably had lots 
more intense experience. She worked, I think, the afternoon 
shift far awhile and then became the County 3ealth Nurse 
.:::1 the a.:.~ea -- they had es ta bl ished the new posit ion. 3u t 
they did have nurses around the clock. ~ot much to go on 

:,:;e c:.:d ~:a~/s a ?ha.::~ac!st on the premises at that 
ti~e jeca~se it had jeen a hospital -- a very interesting 
place because !t still had the nursery still set up, they 
hadn't dismantled that with a little tiny room with six tiny 
cribs; and their old surgery room was still set up. So it 
was a very interesting experience. 7he doctor who worked 
t:':lere, he had his off!ce i:J. tl:..e bui:.dir"g so we a.:ways had a 
?~ys:c.:.a:r: a'"v"c...::..la~"J2.e. ..;:1C 't2-1e!1, we operated as a commtln.:.ty 
c l :.n.:. c, e:::ergency c 1 in.:.c. So 'i-Te ::ad t}:e e:::ergency service 
along with the nursing home. 

v.:.: \-12S ~·,__:st ::-:.::.z:.:{..:..:::g t~:a.t C::.,:..py:.e C~eek: is 1~ind of a ,ousy 

3G 

little place -~ ~he s~~~e~ wi~h all the tourists, so you 
could je quite busy on an emergency se~v!ce. 

a ., ,.J 
.L: .. \....4 frighten.:.ngly so because you were 55 o:.~ 6C :ni.:es 

f~om the city a~~ not :::uch equipment up there. : ::ccie the 
ambulance down to the city a few ~~mes, it was a frightening 
e:~::9e!":. er:ce. 3ut again, it was a very interesting experience 
and I ~ea::y ~ikeC 

So sou:::ds tough to ~e prepared for 
a.~~:: -::: ~: ..:. .::: g : h a t "" o u .::. d w a .::. :z i n o f :E t he s t r e e t and you had 
pret~y !lex.:.ble to handle that kind of thing. 

"- <;,.-1 
-...!-·._~ ... 

., - ~ ...... .,_, 
~~· 1..-1, '-" ....... ~ 

jus-t 
to be 



-'~ , ::c'v~;., yes. :-:e ~'las an ole rr:a::.: ~v~o :'lad spent his entire 
:::eC..:.ca: career t::e~e also, in c:::.:.pp.le Creel-{. 

:? ;,Yell, I was wondering vJhat you '.Vou.ld do if any of yo·<.A.r o~c.er 

3G 

3G 

J;; 

~·J e:.. :. ! let ! s see , -: ~1 e reside ;:1 t s c;~ess 

:.." e s :. C: e n t s , t ~: e \l ;vere 

3-;.;. t , i f t .hey w o-::...:. d have hear t at t a c l< s or gall ';:) .ladder 
attacks you would have to transport :~err: then i~to Colorado 
Spri::.:gs. Well tell ~e. how d:.d that drive get along about 
~~1::. d-:JanUary·? 

:::a~!s about .:.n fact she was a term 
';Jleeding patient. .... .... was very frightening :or all 
. :Jf \.:s, but espec.:a:.:"""l for :'1er because, :?oU l.::::o~v, ~-ve :e.:t so 
inadeq-::..ate. We ~ad a little medical bag that wouldn't do 
:·;.-;.;.ch, and we did :'1ave oxygen a"ooard. ::twas an old 
~o';J-::...lance, but we were certainly glad to reach the hospital. 

S~re, ~new t~ose ~inter roads can be quite an 
experience fer people who are not used to the 
3ut one learns fast. 

i:1teresting 
;noun tains. 

3G Cll, ~_7es! my :lt1s0and sa:is : su~e learned to drive. After so 
many years he couldn't believe that I could take them [the 
reads] almost a~tomatically. 

,7F So an;lV·lay, there r,.o?as J'eally a g~eat d.:\.Jers!ty at (:.:-::=erent 
po!~ts of the year and in what you had to do, even though 
this was a nu=si~g home. 

v~ And 701.: ce=ta!~:y made a o:g :u:np going from .~ater~ity to 
s c :-: o o l is :: o t such a lJ .i g j u .1n p , b "V.. t :: ~om the e :x: IJ a~ d.:.::-: g :=am i l y 
to the contracting family age gro-::..p was ~!d you ~eel 
?repared for ~oing what yo-::. did? 

:=G : did seem to fall ri~h~ into it. : s~ppose maybe :t was 
easier reall~ than going into another unit of the acute care 
s:.tuat!cn jecause o! ~av:ng jeen so many years in a 
spec:.alty area. So, 
:.earn, =elearn, and 
originally learned. 

One of the things 

thin~ it probably gave me a chance to 
to use the th:.ngs that you had 

too 

do remember f=om my own nursing 
educational exper:ence, and ::!ve never been sure ~ust how 
~~.:::~CI-:..le -::;·~.:.s ~::.::.~-~~~ :J..a~/e :;ee:1~ ·~:;·~t ~--: t:::e 40 1 s t~'1ere were 
quite a few relatively we!l-to-do type people who needed 
care a::.:d j-::..st went to the hosp:.tal. So we had a couple of 
areas where there were ?eople who, under no circumstances 
7-'1 c --:.:_:C. ~ :-: e ~-7 ~:J e c 2. :::., e c::. .: c r ..:. :1. a~ ~"los p:. t a.: to~~ .3.. ~~: t :-: e :r ~·1 o -~_c. ::: e . . -:n a nurs:~g ~o~e. 



3G c~. yes, lo~g ter~ care. 

:? d::C. ~'"..; -:::~e:-:e ~Yas a lo-t of tl:at. :·~e dea::: wit:: mtlJ.t..:p.le 
sclerosis -- not ~~lt!ple sclerosis. ?ark!nson!s disease -­
t~at ~eally req~ired a great deal of skilled care, out 
certainly not ac~te or ~igh tech care. 

3G ?es, a lot of long term !n there that would never be in a 
hospital today. 

32 
... . ~ ... 

c ... .:.::.::ca~ - ~ --, : \­

'-"~ -- ...... '-

to pu.::.: 

..;... ;_ ., .~ ....., ~ ,.. 
\.., .. .;. ...... -- _ ..... 

t ~:a t ~7 o ;:,. d .: d 

~est any kind of nursing. - don't think we could do nursing 
today witho~t more training and more technical classes in 
the hospital in the acute care situation, out in the just 
patient care I think that it really did. In a future job 
I had I felt ·v·e=~' un~ua.lified, but - ~ • "'! ~ ..... 

..1., Q.lC. l\... 

'-' ;: C<.z c: .. .:. :- , ~s o ~1 ow l on g d i d you.. ~" o r k then i n C T : p p l e C r e e k ? 

BG ~-.Jel~, ~"le ~~:ere i:-1 r.:c:o::"ado i::1 I th~nl..:.: it \-V"as :977, so I Y.lOuld 

jack to :llinois. 
~ell~ no, because of work we a~c go 

~ was there about two years and then we 
nent '::Jack to 
Director in a 
2-:/2 years. 

Illinois! and b.ad a then 
135-bed nursing home, so I worked there 
Then we went back to Colorado and so 

as a 
about 
I ~"as 

bac~.::: at the sa1::te ~ospital, the same nursing home, ::1ut t~at 
:-.;a. s ' 7 5 . T was t he r e u n t i 1 ' 7 7 -- that t i m e I j us t 11 o r :..: e d 
ds a Charge Nu~se. In the interim it had changed. 

~~en you were in the Illinois nursing home was your position 

a c t .: \.i :. ~ .: e s ~v e :r e 
I don't ~ean t~e position, but you~ 

they similar to what you naa done in 

33 :t probably was a l!t~le p~epa~ation, but quite different 
because we had an Intensive Care sec-::.::.on ' . ' 

v.Jn.:.c~ 

co1npa::e to a : ~ -J- ., nosp.:. ,_a..;.. 3ut we 

t~acheostomy patients, things ..;..:.~e that. So :.t v-1as 
de~initely ~ore ca~e needs than what we had had in Colorado. 
3ut : suppose d~aling with the elderly -- that had been a 

Charge and being the Head ~urse fer a couple o£ yea~s. you 
~new, gave me enough confidence to be able to do t~e 

beca;_;..se was a skilled care 
Now here where we are, we don!t admit with :v 

:J.eeds, o·J. t there we did. So it was an interesting 
e:-<:perience a:so. 
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~a=e~ts we=e very i:l, so since ~e had sold our ~ouse and 
t'.f e r e :.~ e a ..:. .::. y :, i n c.: c ;: .::0.. t ::. o o s e ends , '" e ,:, e c i de d t: o go o a c :z t o 

ti:ne" 
So that's what we did and : 
That was a good experience 

wo=~ed on a ~ed-Su=g. Ward. 

3 G -.:.· e s , t ~: e 1 as t : worked -- :: came down here in ' 8 1 , so r.v e 1 v e 
beer: :Eo:' si:: yea:::'s. had worked +- • -

un~~~ thi nl~ 

~? ~ers yc~ back in ~o2.!et, then? 

3G 

that . . -o :~.: g :. na J. hospi ta.:.. 

t:-eJnez:do~s. So you came here ~ 8:? 

~orked for two yea:::'s as a Head Xurse in a ski:.:.ed cdre 
~aci:ity - nurs:ng ~orne. Then : had applied for this job 
that's close to home here at: Goo~ She9herd and it was just 
-- ~~e process o: oeing bui:t. So sta:::'ted he:::'e we 
,:)":Je!leri t::.:.s :=ac:.:.:.-:~~1 then I 1-vas l1.::~ed :1ere .:.:--1 ~1a:.~ch o-:: '33. 

~ou':::'e Jirecto:::' o~ Kursing here? 

sk.:..::..::.ed care 

....... -- - .... J _ . ..._ ;::,_-~ ; 

:s 

·-;ee. 

: ~ .. ,! c_ s :. .: :...:. e ~:--i ~r C :1 a ~ g e :\""G. r s e s out o ::."1 

\.\f::a.t the :lead Nurse is .. e:·{cept -che:l 
3-ut 

:·,;~: s .:. -~ g ~=.. ~"1 C.. _: -:.: YY as a 
~~at ~as about :84, 

:s _?osi :ion. 

just give you a few mo:::'e 
there was a Di:::'ecto:::' of 

:·Je':::'e a::c .SC-::Jed/ a::G. 
·~¥':::~ ~ t:::a t: 

o~ ope::c!~g a ~ew ~ac!:~ty, because o~ pre,?ar!~g a:: of t~e 
a~::cua_s a~a po:~cies and p:::'ocedu:::'es, going f:::'o~ ze:::'o 

• +-_o'-s 



they'~e com~ortable. 

'!es .. ~eard a bird t~at so~nded li~e a para~eet or so~e 
little c~atte~box. 

3G ?!ght we ~ave two of these parakeets. 

,_,;: We didn'-7: ~sed to think of that as real patient care things 
to have. ~..Jhen you we::::'e doing the policies and procedu::es, 
those man~als, how did you go about doing that? That was 
kind of a new experience for you, wasn't it? 

~-·Jas:~' ~ beca"..:se ago ·them ::or 

When ycu were Head ~u::::'se? 

3G ~o. before that, way back before. You know, you go back a 
.:at of yea::'s and it was a :-:ead Nurse and you, that was about 
·~ would guess was her ::'ight hand. This was in a 
Catho.:.ic hospital, the sisters were the supervisors. We had 
a very nice woman who was the sister who was in charge, and 
: hel?ed her. We wrote procedures. : g~ess in the other 
nursing ho~e they were already prepared for us and so we 
d~d~~~ have to rewrite t~ese. 
central office does give us a 

Ch, .,.. see. 

.._ > .. • .. .. • 

~ere we naa gu~ae~~nes -- our 
.:at of material. 

:n fact :·ve j~st gone through it again 
2very year ~e go through and update them, 

for this year. 
bu-t I just tool-( 
we wan.ted it to ?o.:icies for how 

operate. 

~.;; ::. e :: : c: :~ c \;"" e .. ""' :. ~ : o o :~ e d a s :. f t h i s T.:~ o u l d b e a m \2 .l ~ :. - l e -:.; e .:. 
kind of place, where people could be independent or less 
independent. 

3G ~s. we have lCO apartmen.ts i~dependent living. We are 
licensed !or ccmpletely s~illed, ~ut we probably have 
~::.:.:::.:::, ~":l.at \Ve consider an .inte:"':ne{1:..o..j::e :.e'i.?e.: of ca:-'e. 
?rabably a !ifth of the total are intermediate. 
-:: :-: e }n :~ 2 q -:y:. i ~~ e q w .. ::. :. t e a b i t o f car e , but we do p r o \7 .:. C. e t 1-~ e 
ser~ica fo= someone who wo~ld ~e re::erred to in some circles 
as c:1.stod.:.a:-~~ ... pe care, yo-1.1 :..::lo\Y, r,-~:1e::e t:~ey Go:1tt rea.:.:~i 

need a n.urse 1 s care, but they do need s~pervised care. Sa 
we really have the two .:evels ~ere, and then :oc apartments 
o! independent -~v~n~. And we provide them with an 
amergen.cy caller in their apartments and so we maintain. a 

~ ~: e ::: a r: d ;; :: o "l :. d e t :~ e ::: ~-~ .:.. ~ h e ::-~. e :r g e n c y c a r e . 

,, '-' 'A. j_a'"'?e specie..: £o::' continuing 



::-:: ... !es. 

?2s, it's available. We try to go to seminars frequently. 
for 

r thin~ it was ~or a wee~. 

new 
>..fe:.:. :: 

~~ ~here for a week. ~hey have some training programs also, 
~"1 e ' -'"i e had t :--: e ~:1 Cow::. T ::. e ~l :n a.:. n t a in consul tan t s in a.:.. l t 11 e 
various areas and we've had them down a couple of times for 
in-house training. 3ut we ~o go out to other in-services or 
seminars, and we have our own. have an in-service 
. . -- -- - - - -­
-~ .... - - - ·- - - - .:.n-serv!ce 

:cJ -,iCC.. .::..a:.~ .... e a. ;:-·o-:;.p o"f r:M~:-sing s:~illed care facility 
directors that yo~ relate to? 

3G Yes. :Xo~"' .... haven't a-ttended a :neet!ng :or severa.:. months, 
but they've ~r:ec. ·to get one goi~-:g. :-~eep.:.:1g it going seems 
to be the projlem in ?hoen!~. So we tried to ;o over a 

~ind it very interesting, 
even if they really don't have a speaker, meeting wit~ the 
people and discussing ~:Ke problems. 

v~ ?es, it seems ~:Ke that would be an important thing, because 
otherwise you're kind of isolated. 

:s. 

and ef:o:!:t 
3u. t 

~a-~y like to be ab:~ to ;o to ~hat and I 
~c:ng. : haven•t heard from them now for a 

You know, somebody has to put the time 
to orga:1ize the D.eetings. a~.;;ay 

ar1d t:'la t 
~~e had 

go over. 
was ~t:.:.te 

: :~ e ~~ ~v e r e ::.. a 17 i n g 
::: i c e -- t :1. en w e r d be 

·~~,;:·;.:::.:.:as C.isc~~ss::lg 

_"eac~l some so.: u tions. 

s o m e v e r y : .:1 :: o :: ~a t ..: \l e _:J .:..-"' o £" ::' a. ~:1 ~ , :: ;J o i 

like p:roblems, you know, and trying to 

t~e po!~t where I'd like to do something else, 
th~s ~any years in 
:ea~~· something new. would l i l{.e to 

: don! t 
fie:d ..i.. 

think . . . 
_·:~._:.s .:.;c..n.c. a.::c:. are gc:~g ~o take a co~p~ter course t~!s ?all 

-=-~~2;~ :3e::::::::1-.:.:· :·::..:J_~2 :::..::e ~Je:::so::a..J.. de'\?e:c:?rrlent a:~-:.--.. os+: .. 
~ctually a career cha~ge. 



3G want ::o do. 
..,.. ...... ~ ; Y"o ~- .,. 
..J.. l.,..~J. ..... ....... -...._ - VIC ~:d : .:_:~e to c::a.::.ge, T come 

~Yc0.ld l i2..:::e to make. 

C~e t::!~g that does occ~r to me ~s that a place 

have big computerized services 

3G ~e have a computer. 

3G 

,......,...., 
,,_,- .. I 

'!'7:.:::Jo~ 

---~ 

2. s~na.:.2 

so::: e tl1 :.21s; 
leaJ:':1:.::g, tnose kinds o:: 

tl1ink.:.ng ~~l.at 

C' .. s~af~:ng 

~hl:-!gs. 

o: a compute:::'. 

3ut the~ a computer would be :::'ea11y ca:::'eer related for this 
~ob a~d that would be very !~teresting, would think. 

?!es, ~'1/'ould : .:1-.::e -:o :"~o;.v :or my own personal 
orde:::'s and medication i~terest. We do do all of our doctors' 

and 
ca11 

~reatment sheets on the computer 
do it with the assistance of my 
:'c: .... ~_'Ze to :-::no>v :.ore about it. 

now. AnC., you 
medical records person, 

:hey'~e very unforgiving. You think you hit that right and 
it's not :::'esponding the way it's supposed to. :hey can be 
q~.:. te :::'-lst::"at:.:lg. 

A~d 70u always Nor~ed, a~ least part o~ the time. 

..c -""' ...-. ~Y'" 
-..:. '._l.i.d. 

anC. family responsibilities, 
~~::-time to part-time? 

cJt:J.e:..., 

to have babysitters. 
~..::.:1or<";, t1e :e.:-: =..:.:-:e.::: '-'-las ::a1:1~:.y ca=.i:-!g ~OZ' the cl1i.:.C.rer1. 
:-4c'"::.. -·~ed to ~vor~;: :-c.-~.:.:-t::::e C.a·y ... s :1:"1~.:.: tj,e~7 we:..,e all i.:1 sc:.-1oo.:.. 
~y ~o~~er was t~e~e; ~y ~at~e~ c:ec je~cre my daug~~er was 

95 and she 

>l2.S li:'e. 

:o 

s_::::ce 
S~e just G~ed i~ 
:957. 



3G 

in o::-:er areas. ..L th.:.nk i1."1 nL..:..~s:~::.g ~·.ras an 

Well, t~at coTicl~des my laundry list of to?ics here, but 
be~ore we ~c cc~plete t~e !n~erview : would li~e to ask you 
if t:::ere .:s an:_7 t::.ing t~at '.-Je did not cover that you thin:z we 
should have covered relative to :hese topics or your career. 

~ thin:<: you p::'obably pretty well covered 

interesting career. 

3 G ":.:~ c ll f :: e ~·.J e ..i c c ~:i e . 

v~ And this then concludes our interview. 


