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1 
h e  Arizona Depmen t  

of water Resourep (PIQWR) 
and the Arizona Geological 
~ u r v e ~  (AZGS)/have estab- 
lished t&e'Center for Land- 
'subsidence and ~ a ~ t h - ~ & r e  
Information (CLASEEQ. The 
purpose of CLASiFI is t9 , 

* , assemble info&tion about 
subsidence and ear$ fisyres 
and provide information and 
assistance to the public. 

I - Ground water has ,been 
, $umped faster from gome' 

basins in southern Arizona 
tlmn natural recharge has " 
occurred. This caused , 
grbd-water levels to 
decline, &e laqd to subside' 
(more than 15 feet in two 
areas), and cracks (earth ' 

fissures) to develop along the 

. maigins of some basin$ 
Subsidence and fissures may 
change n a w l  drainage , 

1 diredons, &use highways to 
settle and eck, Muence 

I 
I siting 9f w~t 'e  tt;eatqent and 
/ 

/ disposal facilities, and +Beg 
other deveJopmenl'activities. \ 
E a d ~  fissue may serye as 
didct conduits for pollutantk , 
to enter groyrid-water [ / 

rese~voirs (Figus 1). Mu5h 
I' 

, 

subsidence and Bsshrinng has J ~ e o l o ~ d t  ~ o b i n  ~dsch- ' 
, occurred in irrigated-agridl- Gleason wili coordinate -, 

t)?re areas- As  population cLASE~ aftivities, compile 
growth ,mntinues, dev&lop- data, a n d u d  investigations, 
mint is expand& into sot$ and interact with the,public. 
of tiipse areas. '. Her fikt gohfis to covplete - 

The ADWR, which by an updated bibliography of 
stamtk is 'ksPons@e for subsidence and eatfh tkxihes. 

-ground-water piilability, Other projects will be , 
I carefully monitors declinihg um$eltalcen$ the recommen- 

ground-Ater levels. m e  / , dqtion of a steering commit- 
A Z q  is responsible for , tee, w ~ c h  has been estab- 
ap&hig georogic hazards lished to p w d e  oversight, , 

I 
and wtations, inclydink '- ' d e  c o e t t e e  is com- 
land dubsidence'and ea3h posed of kpresenhtives fiom 

) fissures. Responsibilities of \ the Arizona , DepaWii-ents of 
both agencies are being .K 1 I 

a d d d e d  thryghtthis jointG - sY INFORMA~ON C- 

-funded activity.! ' ' < 
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~ i ~ u r e ? ' .  In sotneFarts: o~dr izonh eatth fissures &iy&efi improperly used as - 
d@osal s i p  for various types of waste. -- \ 

- - 
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r publi3hrd qunr l t r l y  by lht  Ariz 
:mlogLnl S u m y  (AZCS) lo provide in 
nnlionoboulgmbgGm~Ir~~Is~ndpmc~~~s 
tnd lheir bnpulsonlhr  dmrlopmrnl flld usr 
,/Arizona's bnd,  w l r r ,  mineralnnd mergy 
resources. We rncovrogr p u r  mrnrnenlr 
tnd ruggcslions. 
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The Arizona Depart- 

. 

6 e  u.S. Army co$ of . 
Engineers, Bureau \ F 

of ~ e d a m & o n , ~ e ~ l o ~ i - ,  ' - 
9 1  Survey9nd watural 
Resources conservation ' - SGiyjcg and the ( 

C 
&nttal ArJona Watei. 

\ 

of MGcopa County, 1 
Maricopa County Depart- 
ment of solid ~ a s t k  - 

~ana~ement,  Pima - ,- 
County Depaltment of 

-' jhnspoitation andcood 

Control DiStriq, and Pfial 
County Planningand - 
Development Services. ' 
These agenaes have 
&ct involvement with , 
subsidence and fipures. - 

i, 
- 

, ~lesti~ns, camments, 

.t., , - 
' \  - 

.-,. ,. 

sion ~f l$nerpncy - 

Management -(Dew- - 
ment of Emergency 
and MiW'fv -1 - 
qcently hosted 
a &ting-of the 

\ - 
Western States 
@c Policy CouiSd 
(WSSFC, pronounced 
'wkpic"). PIpeCtm- - 

of emergency-manage- 1 mmt w&das.direc- 
tors of *Ee geological -' 
surveys, ahd +n- - 
tatives of the Federal - _ 
Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency and US. r 
Geologicid Suwey 
attended. The pw- 
pose d dl? @-g 
was to determine how 
to ifTlpove isffecri- 
wssof wsyc. 
Co- was - 

reached that state 
eznie-pq-manage- - 

m a p d e s a n d  - 

- 

- r , 

sategeolo&l . 
sgrrepshould-, - 
strengthen -workkg 
relationships. - \ 

-me group voted to, - 
1) revbe the ,@ud of 
Mredors to conslss of 
three &ergmcy- 
k 6 t  ctimtoa,,- 
three state geolo@61al , 

_SUm?q? ~~, arld 
one member who an 
bi &herI and '2) 
affiliate cont_raq&- 
with the Council of 
State G ~ v m s ,  a 
m @ t  o r & ~ i o n  
that mppixts g o v a -  
mental group in - 

liecandnp; beatef 
f-, af@-=d, 
a d  ~.duCtst.e. -- 

VSSPC will h~kI its 

I 
- 
given a9r p"$e 4. 






