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PCPD-02

MEMORANDUM

Date: May 30, 2001

To: The Honorable Chair and Members From: C.H. Huckelberry
Pima County Board of Supervisors County Administ%/

Re: Alternatives Development for the Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan

Section 10 (a)(2)(A) of the Endangered Species Act outlines the basic areas that must be covered by
conservation plans. Plans are required to specify “what alternative actions to taking the applicant
considered and the reasons why such alternatives are not being utilized.” The attached maps and
information reflect a range of alternatives that will assist in framing the public participation process for the
Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan. The alternative that is ultimately proposed by the Steering
Committee and adopted as the preferred alternative by the applicants has not been determined.
Providing a recommendation for the preferred alternative is the responsibility of the Steering Committee
and will be the result of the upcoming public process. This memorandum briefly outlines the range of
alternatives that are being developed.

m  No Action Alternative - The first alternative that will be more fully described during the community
participation process and quantified in the Environmental Impact Statement analyzes resource
protection, compliance, and other land use issues under the future scenario of taking no action to
apply for a Section 10 permit under the Endangered Species Act.

m  Existing Reserve System Alternative - This alternative will analyze the effectiveness and measure

the trade offs of a minimum biological reserve.

L Expanded - Biologically Preferred Reserve Alternative - The benefits and costs of the maximum
biological reserve will be analyzed and discussed under this alternative.

m  Pima County Reserve System Alternative -- A fourth alternative measures the impact of potential

non-participation by local incorporated areas. Such analysis is required under recent federal case
law. The draft biologically preferred alternative, which continues to be refined by the Science Team,
includes 42,202 acres of land in the incorporated areas, or approximately 1.4 percent of the total
current recommendation from the science community.

®m  Proposed Reserve System Alternative -- The alternative that will be proposed at the end of the

public process is yet to be defined by the Steering Committee and interested members of the
community. In addition, the uses that will be recommended within these areas will be discussed and
forwarded as proposals from the science community and the participating stakeholders and
government entities.

Discussion of the range of alternatives and the community’s involvement in developing and
recommending a preferred alternative begins this evening as we start the next phase of defining the
Sonoran Desert Conservation Plan.
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